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seven-year-old girl 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

A sevcn-y car-old girl faces de- 
po nation to an orphanage iflOO 
miles way from her family, de- 
spite pleas from her natural fa- 
ther that he is willing and able 
to care for her. 

The Home Office was yes- 
terday accused of being inhu- 
man and racist, by sending 
Whitney Forrester back to Ja- 
maica on Wednesday. There, so- 
cial services will place her in an ■ 
orphanage because there is no 
relative to care for her. ■ 

“] thought this Government 
was concerned about keeping 
families together but they are 
trying, to lake my daughter 
away from me," said her father, 
Gfiroy.who has Jived in London 
for nearly seven years.- 
The Home Office says she is 
being removed because sbedid 
not applv for entry clearance 
from the British High Cwn- 
mission in Kingston. The 1am-- 
ily said they were unaware such 
a procedure was necessary , par- 
ticularly since her stay was not 


mtended to be permanent when.', 
she came last October. 

. . Last, year, Whitoey’s mother, 
abandoned hen after her new 
fianc£‘ refused to -support the - 
child. While Whitney was in 
Britain, her aunt,- who had tak- 
en charge of her, said she was 
no longer able to do so because 
she had" a new job which eq- 
. tailed a lot of travelling. .... 

At a press conference yes- ' 
terday, Whitney’s grandmoth- 
er, brother and cousm joined Mr 
Fbrrester in pleading for her to 
stay, saying that she was settled 
and domg well at schooL Eight- 
year-old Kamisha Brown said: 
“It is disgusting that my cousin 
should be sent back home. Ja- 
maica is a. very hard country-" . 

Dose to tears, her grand- 
mother. Violet Forrester, said 
that Whitney was already fright- 
ened at being sent -bade: “She 
understands a bit what is going 
on and has stopped eating." 

“The Conservatives com- 
trioniy portray themselves as the 
party of the family —yet they are 
prepared to tear a black child 
from the bosom of a loving par- 


enl and grandparent, to place 
her ih an institution where she 
knows nobody," said Benue 
Grant, Mr Forrester's MP. “i 
■doubt very much whether a 
while child would be treated in 
this wav." 

The famihrs solicitor, Jawaid 

Luqmani said it appeared that 
- Jamaican social services had 
made. the derision to take Whit- 
ney iiuo. their care without be- 
ing advised of all the 
information, particularly that 
her father would care for her. 

“We are waiting for a fas 
from the JSS that this is the case 
[and] then we will be lodging an 
appeal." If this failed, a High 
Court legal, challenge would 
be lodged. 

A Horae Office spokes- 
woman said the case had been 
considered at ministerial level 
and that no dill d would ever be 
removed from the country un- 
less there was "adequate and 
appropriate reception and care 
put in place". Timothy Kirk- 
hope, Home Office Minister, 
strenuously denied there was 
anv racism involved. 


N6 help from Palestine 

The -Palestinian leadership has 
rejected Israel’s demand for se- 
curity co-opc ration in the wake 
nf Ute «u'i« - i»iL» bomb in Tel Awy. 

Mohammed Dahlan, bead of 
the Palestine Security Service m~ 
Gaza,' yesterday said: e 

yapped the security activities ... 


QUICKLY 


as a resufr of IsracE violations of 
the agreement by continuing to 
establish settlements.". Israel 
■ acnistt^as^Araf^the'Bales- 
rihian leader, of giving a “green 
-Ught”. to -Suicide bombers by 
not arresting them. Page 14 


Euthanasia reversal 
The world's first law allowing 
voluntary euthanasia was itself 
put to death last night, less than 
a year . after its birth,. wheh the 
Australian Senate voted to over- 
turn the Rights of the TferminaDy 
Ql Act brought hi by the North- 
ern Territory last July. Page 14 


Tories plan huge 
cuts in spending 
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The Conservatives plan huge 
cuts in public spending on em- 
ployment and training, accord- 
ing to H’easuiy papers released 
yesterday. 

They open up clear blue wa- 
ter between the parties, with 
Labour co mmi tted to spending 
£3bn more to get 250.000 un- 
employed young people back to 
work. 

This is not a lory priority: the 
Treasury figures suggest dra- 
matic cuts in these programmes 
over the next three years. 

Its analysis of government 
spending programmes up to 
2000 shows a real-terms cut in 
the education and employment 
budget from an estimated 
£14.4bn last year to£12.9bn (at 
1995-96 prices). That repre- 
sents a cut of more than £15bn 
in real terms, neariy 1 1 per cent 
of last year’s budget. 

The department’s annual re- 
port, published on the eve of 
Parliament’s break-up for the 
election, also shows a 15 per 
cent cut in the cash allocation 
for the budget ’“to help unem- 
ployed people into work" up to 
the end of the century. 

Another cash cut, of almost 
7 per cent, is shown in the pro- 
posals “to enable children, 
young people and adults 
achieve skills and qualifications 
at the highest standard of which 
they are capable ..." 

The contrast between the 
Conservative plans for cuts and 
the shadow Chancellor’s pro- 
posal to raise £3 bn through a 
windfall tax on the excess prof- 


its of privatised utilities, to fi- 
nance his "welfare to work" pro- 
gramme. could not be clearer. 
But the spending plans also sug- 
gest that a lot of the money 
raised by the new tax would be 
netted simply to maintain cur- 
rent services. 

Meanwhile, with new trade 
figures providing a much-need- 
ed fillip to a flagging Tory cam- 
paign yesterday, Kenneth 
Darke, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, said: “This boom is not 
a consumer bubble." 

John Major said in a state- 


6 It takes clear 
decisions to 
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boom never 
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to bust 9 


mem that Labour was propos- 
ing higher spending, new taxes, 
the European Social Chapter, 
a minimum wage, and new 
union rights. 

"This is the way to wreck peo- 
ple's hard work over many 
years," he said. “Britain is 
booming. Don't let Labour 
blow it." 

The Chancellor added: "It 
takes clear derisions to make 
sure that boom never again 
goes back to bust." But he was 
careful not to promise Lhal 
there would never again be a re- 
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cession under a new Conserv- 
ative government. 

Asked whether he was mak- 
ing such a pledge, he told The 
Independenr. “Tlic key thing in 
a market economy, where you 
have an economic cycle, is that 
you have to create as stable con- 
ditions as you possible can. 

“Getting the derisions right 
isn't jusL a question of flying 
by the seat of your pants: ii ac- 
tually has to depend on a frame- 
work of policy, clearly thought 
out." 

The Chancellor issued a 
number of challenges to Mr 
Brown, including a call for 
Labour to guarantee thaL its 
proposed July budget would not 
increase the tax burden. 

Offering their own “guaran- 
tee", the Tories said: “TVe will 
not increase the tax burden in 
1997-98 above the figures set out 
in our existing plans - 36.25 per 
cent of national income." 

However, when asked if be 
would give a pledge not to in- 
crease the tax burden over the 
lifetime of another Conservative 
government, the Chancellor 
did not reply. 

His own Budget Red Book 
said that this vear's lax burden 
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Eat up your 
greens and 
grow ancient 
like the Greeks 


Annabel Ferrhnan 


More than 3(1,000 lives could be 
.saved each year if Britons only 
did what their mothers always 
told them -and ate their greens, 
heart experts said yesterday. 

Eating at least five portions 
of vegetables and fruit a day 
could reduce the 150,000 deaths 
from heart disease by between 
20 and 30 per cent, said Pro- 
fessor Michael Marmot, 
Britain’s leading cardiovascular 
epidemiologist. 

Bui vegetables have a poor 
image, and are seen as "boring, 
unappetising and difficult to 
prepare", according to two re- 
ports from the National Heart 
Forum, an umbrella group of 
heart charities, medical bodies 
and disease prevention groups. 

Britons eat on average three 
portions of fruit and vegetables 
a day, a third as much as the 
Greeks (who top the Euro- 
pean league), and less than 
eight other European nations. 
The UK's death rate from coro- 
nary heart disease is the second 
hi ghe st in Europe, only Ireland's 
is higher. The French have the 


lowest, followed by the Spanish, 
Italians and Greeks. 

Doctors do not know what in- 
gredient in fruit and vegetables 
confers protection against heart 
disease, but suspect it might be 
the antioxidant effect of 
vitamins C, E and beta carotene. 

Vitamin pills do not work as 
well, however. Professor Mar- 
mot said that the answer to our 
death rate lay in the vegetable 
rack, rather Lban the medicine 
cabinet 

“The picture which emerges 
from the epidemiological stud- 
ies of antioxidants - from both 
dietary sources and pills - is 
mixed. None of the long-term 
trials of antioxidant supple- 
ments have shown a reduction 
in heart disease deaths. And 
there is some evidence to show 
that supplements of Vitamin A 
and beta carotene can actually 
increase risk of heart disease 
and lung cancer, especially for 
smokers," Professor Marmot 
said. 

The good news is that it does 
not matter how you eat your 
vegetables, as long as you eat 
them. “'Whatever shape or form 


we wish to eat them - fresh, 
frozen, dried or canned - veg- 
etables and fruit can only do us 
good," said Imogen Sharp, di- 
rector of the National Heart Fo- 
rum. 

“Vegetables and fruit are 
poorly promoted. A total of 
£71m is spent annually in the 
UK advertising chocolate and 
confectionery, contrasting with 
only £2.9m for vegetables and 
fruit,” she added. 

“The Government and food 
industry should follow the lead 
of the US and launch a £25m 
co-ordinated five-year cam- 
paign to persuade people to eat 
'at least five a day'." 

Ms Sharp said that children 
and people on low incomes, as 
well as regions of low con- 
sumption. must be the focus of 
the national strategy. "Two- 
thirds of 16-24 year olds eat fruit 
less than once a day and almost 
half eat vegetables less than 
once a day," she said. 

Low income households and 
those in Scotland and northern 
England also have the highest 
rates of heart disease. They will 
need to double their daiiv in- 
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of 36.25 per cent - compared 
with the 34.75 per cent of 
1978-79 under the last Labour 
government - would increase to 
36.5 per cent next year. 37.25 
per cent in 1999-2000, 37.75 per 
cent in 2000-01. and 38 per cent 
in 2001-02. 

Yesterday's Treasury analysis 
of spending programmes also 
showed cuts of more ihani'lhn 
each, in real terms, in the 
budgets for local government- 
Scotland and housing - which 
is to be slashed back from 
£8. 759m in 1992-93 to £4«577m, 
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in real terms, by 1999-200". 

Plans for the Department of 
Health show total spending in 
1999-2000 that is lower than last 
year's in real terms. 

If NHS spending increases by 
1.5 per cent this year and much 
smaller amounts in the next two 
years, as indicated in last No- 
vember’s Budget the figures 
point to implausibly draconian 
real cuts of nearly SO per cent 
in other departmental expen- 
diture. 

Pamela Meadows, director of 
the Policy Studies Institute. 


said: “The Department of 
Health figures are deeply im- 
plausible. 1 don't see how the 
Government can keep a straight 
face presenting these plans." 

She said that although pre- 
vious sets of public expenditure 
plans had shown real terms 
cuts in later years, departments 
had never Laken them terribly 
seriously. “Gordon Brown 
would be the first person to treat 
them as more than a starting 
point for discussion." 

Speaking at the lories' elec- 
tion press conference, Mr 
Darke claimed lhai the best bal- 
ance of payments figures for a 
decade showed the economy 
was not running into the prob- 
lems lhal had turned past 
booms into bust. 

A record surplus on “invisi- 
ble" trade nearly offset a deficit 
on trade in goods Iasi year, giv- 
ing the smallest balance of pay- 
ments shortfall since the North 
Sea oil bonanza of the earlv 
19S0s. 

The unexpected improve- 
ment was mainly due to the high 
profits made by British firms in- 
vesting overseas, with UK in- 
vestment abroad running at 
about twice the rate of foreign 
investment in Britain. 

City economists welcomed 
the news but were cautious 
about the outlook because the 
strong pound has reduced the 
size of the import bill before its 
effects on export volumes have 
showed up in the figures. 

A large majority of analysts 
are expecting an increase in 
interest rates shortly after the 
general election to cool the 
economy down. 
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Nurse dies of Aids 11 years 
after accidental stabbing 


A naval nurse died of Aids more than 1 1 years after acciden tally 
stabbing herself with a dirty needle, an inquest heard yesterday. 
Kathryn McCarthy, then 25. was talcing a blood sample bom a 
female patient at the Royal Naval Haslar Hospital. Gosport. 
Hampshire, when she was jostled from behind and slipped, sucking 
the needle into her thumb. Three weeks later, in October 1984, she 
was admitted to the hospital after complaining of chest pains and 
headaches and developing a measles-like rash. HIV was diagnosed. 
Soon after the incident, the patient from whom she had been 
taking the blood sample died of pneumonia as a result of Aids. 

Yesterday, an inquest at Salisbury in Wiltshire, was told Miss 
McCarthy suffered a number of illnesses over the following years 
and in 1991 developed full-blown Aids. The Wiltshire coroner. 
David Masters, recorded a verdict of misadventure on Miss 
McCarthy, who died on b March last year, aged 37. 

The Royal Haslar surgeon. Captain W illiam Edmondstone, told 
the inquest that Miss McCarthy's case had been a landmark 
incident which brought the spotlight on the issue of clinical safetv 
for medical staff. "Ever since, nursing staff have been painfully ’ 
aware of Lhe risk to themselves, so that any procedure involving the 
letting of hlood is taken with maximum securities." he said. 


Fears over BSkyB dominance 


British Digital Broadcasting, the consortium of BSkyB. Carlton and 
Granada, which is bidding for three digital television licences 
would harm competition and diversity in the television market if it 
wins, according to the Consumers’ Association. It has told the 
Independent Television Commission that if the consortium won all 
three licences it would cement BSkyB's dominance of the 
subscription television market in sport and film rights. 

However, the CA concedes that one of the licences should go to 
the BDB consortium to stop BSkyB- which will launch digital 
television from satellites later this year - from competing against 
terrestrial digital television. The CA wants two of the licences given 
to the other consortium. Digital Terrestrial Television, to ensure 
diversity and competition in broadcasting. The ITCwill announce 
the winner or winners in May. Paul McCann 


New date for match-fixing retrial 



The retrial of three footballers 
and a Malaysian businessman 
accused of fixing football 
matches for a Far East belling 
syndicate will begin on 4 June 
at Winchester Crown Court, it 
was decided at a brief hearing 
in London yesterday. 

Earlier this month, a jury at 
Winchester failed to reach' 
verdicts in (he case against the 
former Liverpool and 
Southampton goalkeeper. • 
Bruce Grobbelaar. the 
ex-Wimbledon and .Aston Villa 


striker John Fashanu (above) former Wimbledon goalkeeper. Hans 
Segers. and a Malaysian businessman. Heng Suan Lim. 


A whisky by any other name 


An independent distiller's clear spirit mav be made from Scotch 
and taste like a good whisky, but it cannot call itself by the name, a 
High Court judge ruled yesterday. United Distillers and Allied 


Domecq - two of the world's biggest drinks firms - won an 

rtaiang from the Isle of Man producers of Glen Kella not to 


unde 


label it as Manx Whiskey in the United Kingdom. 

Mr Justice Rattce decided lhai even though the product is 
-originally Scotch Whisky which is redistilled to remove the yellow 
colouration, it cannot be called a whisky because jt does not 
comply with the legal definition of the drink. He said “the essential 
point" was LhaLto call itself whisky it must-have been matured after 
distillation for at least three years and this spirit had not. 


Builder stored pom on computer 


A builder faces a six-month jail sentence after being caught surfing 
the Internet for child pornography by an engineer he had called 
round to repair his computer. Magistrates in York yesterday 
adjourned sentence until next month on Michael Blacker. 27. who 
pleaded guilty to possessing indecent images of children. 

The court heard that it was an -unusual” case and is believed to 
be the fiist prosecution of its kind in Britain. The engineer called 
the police after discov ering hardcore pornographic images stored 
on the bard disc of Blacker* computer. Officers found 76 hardcore 
images and a video type clip obtained on the Internet when they 
searched his home in York. 


School has DFE approval withdrawn 


A £40.000-a-year special school has had iLs approval withdrawn by 
the Department for Education amid allegations of criminal 
activities by some pupils Last month, the schools watchdog Ofsted 
inspected the independent Bradfield House School at C'ullomptoo. 
east Devon, which has 245 pupils aged 1 1 to 16. and required it to 
come up with an action plan to improve. That followed a January 
inspection by Devon Social Services, following complaints from the 
public. Earlier this month a team of officials from the DFE visited 
the school, which led to a further visit hv Devon Social Services. 
Devon and Cornwall police are also holding an investigation. 

Moby swims out to sea 


A 40ft sperm whale named Moby, whose presence in the Firth of 
Forth in Scotland sparked j prolonged rescue operation last night 
appeared lu be safe and out of danger. “Moby is now definitely 
clear of the Forth estuary and out at sea. he is clear of danger and 
heading oui in the right direction.” Dr Keith Todd, curator" of the 
Deep-Sea World research centre which co-ordinated “Operation 
Moby", said last night. 
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Establishment figure: He used to be one of pdp's wild men, now be plays host tci rayafty. 



T he Royal Academy of Music, more usually as- 
sociated with the sounds of classical maestros, 
has extended honorary membershqj to Bton John, 
to mark his 50th birthday. Once known as much for 
his wild lifestyle as his music, the flamboyant singer- 
songwriter joins a growing list of modem musicians 
to be honoured by the academy. 

Classical composers Richard Strauss, Mendelssohn 
and Liszt were joined in 1 995 by the former Beatie Sir 
Paul McCartney. Leading tenor Jose Carreras and An- . 
nie Lennox, another classical student turned pop star, 
are also members. ■ 

Always a talented pianist, Eltdn studied at the Roy- 
al Academy m the 1 960s, and a da&sicafeareer seenied 
his destiny. A spokesman for the academy yesterday 
said honorary membership was the highest award ft 
had to offer and that it was pleased to bestow it on 
an ex-pupil. The principal. Dr Curtis Price, said; “El- 
ton was a prodigiously gifted chi Id. 'Had tfe'Chosen"; 
to, he would certainly have progressed tedur Senior - 
Academy." 


Instead, with lyricist Bami a Tauptoj ha wrote a string : 
of pop classics, fndudfng Your Sang , tZandte jn The } 
Wind and Don 't GoBraafeng My/mar^riofcd^tg ip v 
millions both in saf^anifjvst^wdr Account. 

Now a~ respected member of Britain^ pop estabr i 
lishment, he. has left his wefl-dQajrnsrrted gcpBjgfogjl 
of the 1970s farbehJnd. Awardecfe CBE last year; bshj 
entertains members of theftoyal FamDy'af 
home hi. Windsor. • ' : ’ ./ ~ 

a host i 



tylh-ta 

tobe^rieia oft 6 April. _• 


fties aridbasoffered support toeel^rfiyfriendsA 
ex-Take ITial singer Robbie WlJlan^Whchhrosi^fep^ 
weight and alcohol problems. 


No Oscars, but 
two raspberries 
for Demi Moore 



"HU documented 
brought' 


Demi Moore, who Twentieth Cen- 
tury Fox tried unsuccessfully to 
have director Anthony Minghelfa 
cast in The English Patient, found 
herself winning two awards in Os- 
cars week - though not ones she 
will be putting on her mantlepiece. 

Miss Moore won two Razzies, or 
Golden Raspberry Awards, the 
tongue-in-cheek prizes presented 
tor lhe year's worst offerings. The 
film Striptease, in which she 
starred, won worst picture, worst 
actress, worst screenplay and 
worst screen couple for Demi 
Moore and Burt Reynolds. For 
good measure it also won worst 
song. Pussy, Pussy. Pussy, Whose 
Kitty-Cat Are You? For even better 
measure. Miss Moore tied as 
worst actress with herself, for her 
role in The Juror. 

The 17th annual Razzies, which 
are awarded immediately before 
the Oscars, are organised by ad- 
vertising writer John Wilson. This 
year's big-name raspberries also 
included Marlon Brando as worst 
supporting actor for Island Of Dr 
Moreau and Melanie Griffith for 
her supporting role in Mulholland 
Falls. Pamela Anderson Lee was 
named worst new star for her role 
in Barb Wire. 



The worst actor Razzia was a tie 
between Tom Arnold’s perfor- 
mance in Big Bully and Pauly 
Shore for Bio-Dome. 

The worst-written film, which 
earned more than SI 00 m was the 
all-action weather adventure film 
Twister starring Bill Paxton and 
Helen Hunt, ably supported by a 
range of special effects. 

No stars ever show up to collect 
their Razzie trophies, which com- 
prise a goltball-size raspberry atop 
a gold-painted film reel. 

David Lister 


Papuan trials of a, 
British mercenary 


The former British officer being 
held in Papua New Guinea after 
leading in a unit of mercenaries is 
to stand trial on charges of illegal 
possession of weapons. 

Lieutenant Colonel Tim Spicer 
has been released on bail fay 
magistrates at Port Moresby, but 
he has been ordered not to leave 
the country until the hearing on 
8 April, and his passport has been 
impounded. 

The Bosnia veteran pleaded not 
guilty to two charges of Illegally 
carrying a Makarov 9mm pistol and 
41 rounds of ammunition. 
Conviction on either or both counts 
could carry a maximum sentence of 
six months In jail, and/or a fine of 
500 kina, around £290. 

Lt Col Spicer w3l also be 
testifying on 1 April at a judicial 
inquiry into the validity of a $27 m 
(£17m) contract between his 
security company SandOne and the 
PNG government of Sir Julius Chan, 
to counter guerrillas on Bougainville 
Island. The contract led to mutiny in 
the army and civilian riots. 

Lt Col Spicer, who is the last of 
the mercenaries left in PNG after 
the others were rounded up and 
deported by the army, stressed: 
"There is nothing wrong with the 
activities of Sandline". 

Mm Sengupta 


Grateful canoeist describes 16-hour ordeal 
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A canoeist who survived more than 16 hours trapped 
at the foot of a 130ft river gorge paid tribute to his 
rescuers yesterday. Apart from suffering mild effects 
from the cold, James Foley, a 37-year-old woodcutter 
from Perth, Scotland, was well when members of the 
Tayside Search and Rescue team abseiled down the 
gorge to rescue him yesterday morning. 

Mr Foley was canoeing the fast-flowing river Ericht 
on Sunday afternoon, near Blairgowrie, Tayside, with 
his 22-year-old nephew, Steven Foley, when his ca- 
noe was smashed against rocks and he was thrown 
out on to a rock in the middle of the river. 

His nephew raised the alarm with police at 7.30pm 
but because of the steepness of the gorge Mr Foley 
was not rescued for another 12 hours. 

A helicopter was scrambled but as darkness fell it 
became impossible for its crew to see into the gorge 


past the overhanging trees to co-ordinate operations. 
Finally, shortly after dawn yesterday, Mr Foley, a fa- 
ther of three, was carried out by rescuers. Mr Foley, 
who has been a keen canoeist for three years, was 
full of praise for them. 

“I was so pleased to see them," he said. They 
were brilliant guys, but I owe my life to the helmet i 
was wearing. I would never have survived without it 

“I was confident that my wee nephew would go 
and get help. I never stopped hoping they would 
come, but I was never desperate, ft was wet and cold 
down there. All I had was my life jacket and wet suit 
for warmth, i just tried to shelter the best I could." 

“I didn’t want to see a doctor, although the police 
wanted me to be checked over, I just wanted to get 
home. I’m totally shattered." 

Matthew Brace 


HEALTH . 

Nation remains ignorant 
of cancer realities 


^#1 Eja.ll . 

Bad hygiene, exercise. nxk ^^ av ^' u ^^fi^er? in a survey of 
gum were all named as Cancer Relief. 

cancer and only one , 




cause of skin cancer, the chanty **“7^ a ' t [^ast 10 people who 
quarter of the population admit to in ? h ]f think ^ nrc 

suffered Ecu one in t 


have suffered from some form of cancer. three wiil 

unlikely to develop the disease themseh^ Jn ^ 1 * one 

develop some form of cancer during then - »=— 

aZL ri*t Th* Cancer Guide , published toft 


mnrnmen which incltf 


tbe main causes, common 

forms part of a national awareness campa^i n March _ 

part BBC1 documentary. The BtgC, screened . on i an 
The Cancer Guide is available from MacmllanCaneer 
0171 887 8271. . 


ARTS 


Angst in the orchestra stalls 

Deuression among musicians is running at “unbelievably high 
SB? accoSSgto a new survey; And overtearing^duc«or> are 
cited as ©neofthe causes of musical angst. A survey by the British 
Performing Arts Medical Trust, detailed at an international 
conference in York yesterday, also said that problems for 

be caused by who they sit next to on the concert 

P *1^research, conducted among 56 world-class symphony 
orchestrasTreveals that 70 per cent of orchestral musicians suffer 
performance anxiety which affects their playing. This occurs more 
than once a week in one out of every five players. _ _ , 

The research said that RSI (Repetitive Strain injury* suffered 
by mus ician s is linked far more to mental stress provoked ov 
incompetent and overbearing conductors, inadequate or 
disporganised rehearsals and incompatible desk partners than an> 
of (he physical demands of playing. Dav,d Ljster 



SOCIAL SERVICES 


Rationing care is a false economy 

./Bfo toe care for vulnerable elderly and disabled people has become 
“Cinderella service’’ because of rationing in community care, says 
F 'a tepoit from the National Association of Citizens Advice Bureaux. 

coxflSflfis than a week after the Law Lords ruled that 
es could withdraw services because of lack of 


le two 'Sours' cleaning and shopping costs £24 a week. 
NACAB argues this can be extremely cost-effective if it prevents 
the need for residential care costing an estimated £244 a week. 
Based on evidence from 260 bureaux. NACAB says there are waits 
of up to two years for items such as bath rails and siairlifts. Basic 


services like shopping, bathing and cleaning are being withdrawn. 

2 ar-oId woman was unable to have a bath for two year*. 


TECHNOLOGY 


Jargon equals sensory overload 

Bemused fay computer industry buzzwords? Don't worry - the 
people who work Id the industry do even worse, according to a 
survey of both computer professionals and non-experts. 

Only 24 per cent of computer specialists could correctly identify 
what “data warehousing^ meant, compared to 29 per cent of non-’ 
experts, in a survey carried out for software companies Cognos 
and VMark. Four hundred of the Times Top LD00 companies took 
part -although 300 declined due to “total lack of knowledge about 
the subject’’. 

Greg Bohlen, of Benchmark Researchkh carried out the survev 
said: “The findings are consistent with the exeriences of those who 
do not work in the IT industry.” He added: “information 
technology specialists are often even more ignorant than those 
they are supposed to be helping.” Charles Arthur 


BUSINESS 


Firms wise up to potential of Web 

Aardman Animation has received orders worth more than 
taiO.OOO since its Wallace and Gromit site on the Internet's World 
Wide Web was set up in 1995 - boosting claims by the Electronic 
Commerce Association that the Web will be a major money- 
spinner. Some large companies already produce 5 per cent of 
revenue using the Web. which was devised in 1991 at the 

atomic research laboratory. 

ffy -000 the figure will be about 20 per cent, says the ECA. based’ 
in London. 

National Express’s Web site has sold £50,000 worth of tickets, of 
winch 80 per cent have gone to overseas customers. The ECA 
comments: “The Internet is helping to level the playine field 
between large and small companies." It also forecasts That 
electromc oommerce will grow by 50 per cent annually, reaching 

tJtewfhS 1 ^ 7^*$? DUmber of businesses accessing 

Tnm S 5135^”“ H“ a 5 10n al ** end of to 8 million bs- 
20M ; Mrt^tf» g miilh * forecast to happen in the Pacific Rim 
countries and Europe. Charles Arthur 



NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Rec y cted paper made up 413% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
*n the first hatf of 1996 


One 86-year-oI 

she had been assessed as needing a walk-in shower but there was 
no money available and she could not use the bath without 
adaptations. 

Rationing Community Care, Social Policy Section, NACAB. 

115-123 PentomriUe ReL London N1 9LZ. Glenda Cooper 
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BROAD CAST OF THOUSANDS 


sounding the 



FROM NOW UNTIL THE END OF THE CBjJBRY, RADIO 3 BRINGS YOU THE WIDEST RANGE OF 20tH CENTURY MUSIC FROM THE COUNTRY'S 
LEADING ORCHESTRAS. OPERA^g^ES AND ENSEMBLES. THE BBC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA CONTINUES ‘SOUNDING THE CENTURY' ; 
WITH OLIVER KNUSSEN CONDUCTING PETER MAXWELL DAVIES'S OPERA TAVERNER. WEDNESDAY APRIL 2ND AT 7.30PM ON RADIOS 
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clear Hanratty suffers setback 


Jason Bemetto 

Crime Correspondent 


Tbe campaign to clear James 
Hanratty, who was banged 35 
years ago for : tire A6 murder, 
suffered a setback yesterday 
after the Home Office washed 
its hands of . the Case. 

The alleged miscarriage of 
justice win now be heard by the 
new Criminal Cases Review. 
Commission; which win cause 
long delays. Officials have also 
off-loaded the'cases of Derek 


Bentley, hanged in 1953 for the. 
murder of a policeman, and the 
M25 Three, who-were jailed for 
life for murder in 1990. 

Tire moves were condemned 
by campagnex&yesterd&y.as a 
preelection, face-saving ploy. 
They argued that the' moves 
'were a sop to the pro-han gin g 
lobby. It comes after the Home 
Office piedged that the Han- 
ratty case would be dealt with 
by the end of this month. 

The decision saves Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 


from having to make tricky and 
potentially damaging decisions 
to refer the cases to the Court 
of AppeaL 

The Independent revealed in 
January that inquiries by Home 
Office officials and the police 
had concluded that Hanratty 
was wrongly convicted and ex- 
ecuted in April 1962. 

He was convicted of shooting 
a gov ernm ent scientist, Michael 
Gregsten, at Deadman's H21, on 
the A6 in Bedfordshire, in 1961. 
He was also found guilty of rap- 


ing Gregsten’s girlfriend, Vhlerie 
Stone, and of shooting her. 
leaving her paralysed. 

The solicitors for the Han- 
ratty family and the Review 
Commission confirmed yester- 
day that the A6 murder would 
be given to the new independent 
body. Robin Lewis, partner in 
Bradman solicitors, said be had 
received a letter oo Monday 
from the Horae Office C3 de- 
partment, which ceases to deal 
with alleged miscarriages of 
justice from the end of this 


month, about the Hanratty 
case. “It effectively said, ‘Sor- 
ry chaps, but we don't have time 
to son this one out and are 
handing it over',” he said. 

A 400-page submission, ar- 
guing for the case to be referred 
to the Court of Appeal was sub- 
mitted to the Home Office in 
1994. Among Lhe other cases to 
be considered by the Commis- 
sion, which will have to review 
all the material again before 
making a decision, are Derek 
Bentley, who at the age of 19 


was convicted with Christopher 
Craig, 16. after police caught the 
wo Bn 


two breaking into a warehouse. 

Bentley was arrested but 
Craig shot and fatally wound- 
ed a policeman. Police said this 
was after Bemky cried out "Let 
him have ft. Chris." Bentley 
strongly denied this but was 
hanged' in 1953. His family have 
been campaigning for a pardon 
and for the case to be referred 
to the Court of Appeal. 

Bentley's niece. Maria Bent- 
ley. said yesterday: “I can only 


ihink these decisions are polit- 
ical. A large proportion of Tory 
voters support hanging and the 
Government docs not want to 
jeopardise their support." 

Another high-profile case to 
be dealt with by the Commis- 
sion is that of the so-called M25 
Three. Michael Davis. 26. and 
Raphael Rowe. 25. and Ran- 
dolph Johnson. 28. were jailed 
in 1990 for the murder of Pe- 
ter Hurburgh in Warlingham, 
Surrey, in 1988. and for a series 
of other offences. The three 


men are black, although victims 
described the assailants as two 
whiles and one black. 

The Home Office, said the 
cases were being handed over 
to the new Commission purely 
because they had run out of 
lime. Tt has been suggested 
that Mr Howard may have fell 
obliged to consult Jack Straw, 
Labour's home affairs spokes- 
man. about any controversial 
decisions in the run up to the 
elccuon. but that he wanted to 
avoid doing so. 



museums 
cash in 
on the 




David lister 

Arts News Editor 


The "fate Gallery arid the Victoria and 
Albert Museum are set to make their names 
as dinner party accessories. 

The two national institutions are hoping 
that, design conscious hostesses will want 

u ralk pain tfvl in T atpi Gallery h fti e " 

and sideboards gleaming with Victoria and 
Albert Museum polish. 

If that fails to impress tbe dinner party 
guests, then wait tin they need a pee. Tncre, 
in the bathroom, are Raima Rego tiles, hand 
painted by one of the most acclaimed 
contemporary figurative artists. 

Andfirat necklace the hostess keeps run- 
ning her fingers through so conspicuous- 
ly. That "is designed by Maggi Hambfing 
herself, darling, my own hole gesture 
towards conceptuahsn 1 *. - _ • 

Britain's best known art institutions 
have decided to raise both money and 
awareness by plunging^ into the commer- 
cial arena of home farnisfribgs. 

..Habitat,. the middle class home. far- . 
nishings nirvana, has been licensed by the 
Tate Gallery to sell TMe household paints. 
And the V & A is going to allow its name 
to be put on a new brand of supermarket 
furniture polish. Tbe Hire will also be is- 
suing tbe work of Paula Rego on limited 
edition tiles. Both the late and the V& A 
have decided to make new departures in 
their marketing strategies in order to raise 
money and win a new breed of visitor for 
their collections. 

A spokeswoman for the late said yes- 




Paula Rego tiles: Hie Tata says limited editions from the leading contemporary figurative artist would look good in the bathroom 


Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


terday. “We want to promote the Tate to 
a new audience, the sort of people who 
would shop at Habitat, the 25-35s who are 
interested in ulterior design, and we think 
would also be interested in coming to the 
1 hie.” She added that the Paula Rego hand 
painted tOes were decorative and could 
“certainly be used in the bathroom”. 

In addition to the Paula Rego band dec- 
orated tiles, the "fate's own shop in the 


Gallery will be selling jewellery designed 
by Maggi Hambling and greeting cards by 
contemporary artists, including Fiona Rae, 
Tim Head, Lubaina Htmid and Michael 
Landy. 

Rego, who has a retrospective show on 
at the Thte, Liverpool, was commissioned 
by the Tate to produce the hand-painted 
tiles from her original designs, selling at £50 
each. In a separate commercial exploita- 


tion of its own name, the Tate's director, 
Nicholas Serota has given Habitat per- 
mission to sell Tate household paints in its 
38 stores. They will retail at £19 each, with 
£1 on every sale going to the gallery. 

Habitat claims the colours of the house- 
hold paints are named after movements in 
modern art, though the connection appears 
a loose one. The store will be selling future 
orange, modern yellow, abstract green, min- 


imal blue, real turquoise and pure white. 

The Tate’s move into commercial ex- 
ploitation is matched bv the latest venture 
from the V & A, which is to launch its own 
range of furniture care products. 

Ken Mannering. head of marketing at 
V & A Enterprises, the museum's com- 
mercial arm, said the expertise of the 
museum’s conservation department could 
contribute to creating a new polish: "Some 


products for the very elite market proba- 
bly already have the qualities we hope ours 
will have, but we want to endorse a mass 
market product. I hope the polishes will be 
sold in supermarkets." 

The museum already licenses companies 
to sell V & A products including wallpa- 
per, carpets, bed linen, china, glass and 
clothes, particularly wedding dresses and 
christening gowns. 


A twat, a sprat and a whale help Today lose the plot 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 


The Today programme lost the 
plot yesterday as a twat, a Sprat 
and a 40ft sperm whale cut a 
swathe of hilarity through tbe 
presenters of the BBC's most 
serious news programme. 

The trouble started with an 
item in the Sam news bulletin 
from Papua New Guinea where 


the government has appointed 
General Jarir Tuat as chief of 
staff to calm troops following 
the furore over its use of 
mercenaries. 

Unfortunately Mr Tnat’s 
name is pronounced “twat”. 
Immediately after the report 
about Mr Tuat’s promotion. 
Charlotte Green, Radio 4*s ex- 
perienced news reader and con- 
tinuity announcer, had to read 


a report about the 40ft sperm 


repor 

whale stuck in the Firth of 


Forth. The clash of the two 
items proved too much for her 
and after a few words her report 
on Moby tbe whale disappeared 
In a fit of giggles. 

Once Ms Green had strug- 
gled through the short item she 
handed over to presenter James 
Naughtie who, it has to be said, 
sounds a more humourous chap 


anyway. Poor Mr Naughtie was 
then faced with a very serious 
story about the escape tunnel 
discovered at the Maze prison 
in Belfast. Waiting on the line 
was a very angry spokesman 
from the Northern Ireland 
Prison Officers’ Association. 
Unfortunately, the POA 
spokesman’s name was Mr 
Findlay SpratL 
Now we are sure that Mr 


Spratt is a very serious and im- 
portant man - and that James 
Naughtie thinks so too -but un- 
fortunately after Ms Green's 
giggles, Mr Naughtie balked at 
the name on his prompt sheet 
and could not help a guffaw 
himself. 

However, Mr Naughtie did 
call him Mr SpratL, as a careful 
listening to a tape of the pro- 
gramme later proved, even if up 


and down the country millions 
were convinced Naughtie had 
actually welcomed a Mr PraL 

A BBC spokesman said lat- 
er that he would not want any- 
one to suggest the presenters' 
professionalism was anything 
but total. These things happen, 
he said. 

Ms Green is one of the 
broadcaster's most familiar 
voices. Her precision and clar- 


ity are required for slots such as 
the Shipping Forecast, where 
mariner's lives may be on the 
line. 

She famously managed to 
keep a straight voice even when 
required to introduce the cast 
of a Radio 4 play called 
Heartache: “Richard Griffiths as 
the Brain, Lee Montague as the 
Heart, Jim Broadbent as the 
Stomach, and David de Kevscr 


as the Penis." However, yes- 
terday was not the first time she 
has shown a capacity for hys- 
terics. 

She was one of the highlights 
of Radio 4s -Vvm'j Quiz lust year, 
on which she reads out panel- 
lists' cuttings, when Alan Coren 
ambushed her by reading out 
her announcement of “a cross- 
flannel cherry" being grounded 
on a sand hank. 
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plot is foiled 


The discovery of a 40ft ( 12m) long 
tunnel dug by ERA prisoners in the 
Maze prison, supposedly the UK's 
most secure jail, yesterday led to a 
major security alert in Northern 
Ireland. 

The tunnel began from a cell m 
H-7, one of the H-blocks which be- 
came known to the world during the 
republican hunger strikes of the 
early 1980s. Its discovery led to 
Unionist calls for an inquiry and the 


disciplining of senior staff. The tun- 
nel had passed underneath a fence 
around the H-block. To reach the 
outside world beyond the prison's 
high outer perimeter wall the IRA 
prisoners had another 90ft to cover. 

Had this been achieved, 
95 republicans, all classed as high- 
secunty prisoners, could have been 
let loose into the countryside. Such 
an incident would have dwarfed 
even the 1983 IRA “great escape", 
when 38 IRA inmates broke out 
through the main gate. 

As it is, the incident is embar- 


rassing for the Government and 
calls into question the unique way in 
which .the prison is run. 

The tunnel was at least Sft 
underground and was lit by electric 
light, which has been a feature of 
IRA tunnels since at least the 1970s. 

Prison staff said it was shored up 
with chairlegs and in particular with 
bed boards which had been provided 
for inmates with supposedly sore 
backs. 

Finlay Spratt, of the Prison Offi- 
cers Association, said: “It would ap- 
pear they could request the 


bed boards when they wanted one, 
and nobody seemed to keep any 
check on it" 

Mr Spratt has repeatedly com- 
plained in recent years that prison- 
ers have almost unlimited freedom 
within the H-blocks. 

Inside each block, cells are not 
locked, there is free association, 
and prisoners are organised not by 
staff bat by the paramilitary organ- 
isations to which they belong. 
Searches are often resisted: 

All attempts by the authorities 
over a quarter of a century have 


failed to eradicate this strong element 
of paramilitary control. It was clear- 
ly the existence of such a regime 
which made feasible the building of 
a tunnel. 

a prison ofEceron a routine patrol 
noticed some subsidence and raised 
the alert. The 95 repub licans in H7 
were moved to another block to al- 
low a search of their quarters, where 
rubble was found dumped in a num- 
ber of places. Visits to.repubtican 
prisoners have been suspended. 

Mr Spratt added yesterday: “The 


: fact that we have no effective search 
policy to conduct searches allowed 
die prisoners to construct this tun- 
nel without any hindrance or inves- 
: tigatibn by staff An officer has told 
me that six months ago he reported 
to foe authorities that there was 
banging coming from H7, but it 
would appear nobody on the man- 
agement side did anything about it" 
While Unionists condemned the 
security arrangements, Sinn Fein 
voiced approval and commisera- 
tions over, foe failed attempt 
Gerry Kelly, the parly's election 


candidate in North Belfast said: 
‘'They are prisoners of war, they look 
upon themselves as prisoners of 
war- It is their duty to escape from 

jaiL .. 

“I suppose they will be disap- 
pointed. However, they have made 
the effort and they can feel good 
about that Fair play to them." 

During a lengthy IRA career, Mr 
Kelly himself made six escape at- 
tempts from prison, three of which 
were successful. In 1974, IRA in- 
mates dug a 134ft long tunnel to es- 
cape from the same prison. 
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Prisoners bound 


TH E COUNT RY’S 
THIRD BIGGE 




The Stroke Association is calling for a 
greater priority to be given to stroke. Stroke 
can affect anyone, whatever their age or 
politics. It shatters lives and is the largest 
cause of severe disability. 

The Stroke Association has published 
an Agenda For Action and is calling for 


urgent improvements n stroke prevention, 
treatment and care.. 
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The refniblicamradi don that 
prisoners have a duly to tr^ to’ 
escape ispexsonified in Gerry 
Kelly, now a prominent politi- 
cal figiie in .^nn’ Ffein, whQ 
played a lading rote m the 1983 
mass escape andother incidents. 

He drat escaped from 
Belfast’s Crumlin Road jail in 
foe 196(^ taking refuge in foe ., 
Irish Republic. He was hetd iu . 
Mountjoy prison, but escaped 
from there too, reputedly by 
hiding in a tree for several 
days. 

In 1974, while on hunger- 
strike in Britain, he almost suc- 
ceeded in breaking out of 
Wormwood Scrubs, but was 
spo tted on top of the prison’s 
outer walL After being trans- 
ferred to. the Maze prison he 
made two u n successful attempts 
before breaking out in 1983. 

Such adventures are boasts 
for republican morale, but they 
often have lethal consequences. 
In the 1983 breakout, a warder - 


was stabbed and died, though 

that bfiba^ a serirais hemteon- 
dition, and the judge ruled it 
could not be said foe stabbing 
bad caused Jra death; - 
. ’ lpT974; ^ republican in- 
ternee successfiflly tunnelled 
out ofthe; Maze, but was shot 
drad by a soldier on the perime- 
terJTfenyeaisiatera loyalist in- 
mate.T attempting to escape 
insi'de. a refuse lony, became 
caught up m. its. mechanism 
and was killed. 

The history of foe ’Doubles 
is studded with escape attempts, 
most of them unsuccessful. The 
most ambitious, prior to the dis- 
covery of this tunnel, came in 
1989 when the IRA planned to 
blow up a wall of Ctumlin 
Road jail with a 1,0001b bomb 
carried by a JCB digger. 

Cars had been left around the 
prison for escaping prisoners to 
collect, but in foe event a tyre 
on the dimer blew and the op- 
eration failed. Semfex explosive 
was. later found inside me jail. 


The Maze, on a 130-acre 
site in countryside outside Lis- 
burn, Co Antrim, is really a se- 
ries of prisons within a prison. 
The eight H-blocks are each ca- 
pable of housing nearly 100 
men. 

ERA prisoners are held in 
three ofthe units, the INLA in 
one and the loyalist UDA and 
UVF have one each and an- 
other between them. 

One block is always kept 
empty, for emergencies - like 
yesterday s, when the IRA men 
in H-biock 7 were moved to 
H-block 8 after the discovery of 
their escape tunnel. 

Prison officers keep foe men 
within their H-block com- 
pounds but inside they can 
more or less do what they want 
when they want, subject to their 
paramilitary commanders. 

Cell doors are left open, 
paramilitary emblems and mu- 
rals adorn the walls. Televi- 
sions and videos are provided 
in association rooms on each 
wing of the blocks. 
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Familios take historic stand against council for withdrawing protection against noise pollution 



Room with no view; Blue Rendell looking out of the window of her bedroom at the traffic on the Canning Town fly-over 


Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


Ian Burrell • 

When five-year-old Blue Ren- 
dell looks out of the bedroom 
window, she could be sat on the 
hard shoulder of a motorway. . 

The juggernaut that thunders 
past, barely 10ft away, is one of 
86,000 vehicles that cross Can- 
ning Town fly-over each day, 
subjecting the RendeD family to 
a constant din equivalent to the. 


sound of a pneumatic drill op- 
erating outside the house. 

The local coundTs idea of giv- 
ingtheRendellsand other fam- 
ilies in the poor east London 
nejgbbourhood.a httle respite 
was to zip out their protective 
windows. 'Yesterday, in a historic 
action, 16 fanning Town fam- 
ilies, all local authority ten- 
ants, served summonses on the 
London Borough of Newham, 


seeking damages for noise nui- 
sance and breach of contract 

The case is remarkable in that 
council environmental health 
officers are meant to police 
noise pollution. Yet they cannot 
prosecute their own bosses. 

So, the families have brought 
their own comity court action. 
Solicitor Gaire Hodgson, of 
Leigh Day in London, said: "It’s 
astonishing the council can take 


away such essential aoise pro- 
tection and not consider the 
consequences. My clients' lives 
have been very seriously ef- 
fected. We will be pressing for 
fast and effective action from 
Newham and damages for the 
harm they have caused." 

The families say they feel that 
they are living "sat on a pave- 
ment". Freight lorries go past 
throughout the nighL 


The windows of the Rendells' 
front bedroom have been 
smashed by stones thrown up by 
passing traffic. Hub caps have 
landed in the garden, along with 
a section of central reservation. 

Blue's mother. Jackie. 34, 
said: "My children live closest 
to school, hut have the worst 
attendance records, because 
they are woken up eveiy few 
minutes." 


The neighbourhood was qui- 
et when the houses went up in 
1972. A year later the fly-over 
was built, opening a gateway 
from the City’ to the Essex 
coast. The Highways Agency 
agreed to fit houses in and 
around Lawrence Street, adja- 
cent to the fly-over, with pro- 
tective windows. They came 
with air vents which meant they 
did not have to be opened. 


Twenty years later. Newham 
council stepped in. The old 
protective windows were pulled 
out and a form of secondary 
glazing substituted. The tenants 
have obtained evidence which 
shows that while the old win- 
dows met with noise regulations, 
their replacements did not. 
Noise levels of 60 decibels in- 
side the houses are now more 
than double the level they were 


before the council took action. 

Tlic new windows were so 
poorly fined that some tenants 
could pul a hand through a gap 
between the glass and the 
frame. Rain poured in. 

A council spokesman said the 
matter had been discussed by 
the authority's housing com- 
mittee. He would not discuss the 
legal action in advance of the 
council preparing its defence. 



given final 
warning over 
sheep-dip dangers 


Nicholas Schoon . ~ 

The European Commission is 
poised to prosecute Britain in 
the European Court of Justice 
over the way the, UK allows its 
farmers to thspose of sheep dip 
chemicals. 

The ' poisonous insecticidesi 
implicated in Gulf War syn- 
drome and chronic illness suf- 
fered by dozens of sheep 
farmers, can still be disposed of 
after dipping by pouring them 
on to farmland muted with shn- 
xy. The eommisaon's view is that 
they should go to' hazardous 
waste sites. Now it has issued a 
formal "Reasoned Opinion" to 
the Government, warning that 
Britain is not complying with the 
European Union's groundwaier 
protection directive. 

lliis is the final stage before 
the matter is taken to the court 
and the Government now has 
two months in which to respond. 

The move follows a com- 
plaint to the commission by Bri- 
an Anderson, who has been ill 
for seven years since drinking 
water from the well which 


served his home and had 
been contaminated by the 
chemicals.. 

The Thy River purification 
Board said at the time that sam- 
ples showed contamination by 
diazinQn,.an organophosphate 
chemical which had been used 
by a neighbouring farmer to 
protect his flock against insect 
attack. After dipping, the water 
was drained on to his land and 
mixed with the groundwater. 

"Tm delighted that some- 
thing is happening, "said Mr 
Andereon, 55, who Iwes at Blair 
Gowrie near Perth. “1 just re- 
sent the way the Government 
refuses to take cases like mine 
seriously." He had to give up 
work ninning a bed and break- 
fast and a nursery and how suf- 
fers lethargy, memory loss, 
headaches and constant aches 
and tingling in his legs. 

"Td just come in from help- 
ing to coach the school rugby 
team," he said yesterday. "As 
soon as I drank the water I felt 
a burning in my throat and 
stomach. Now I can’t stand up 
for more than 10 minutes ana 


I've been told the damage is ir- 
reversible.’’ 

.The Department of the En- 
viromDentsaid it was reviewing 
the rules and guidance to farm- 
ers on disposing of sheep dtps. 

While guidance to farmers 
has changed in the 1990s to try 
to prevent pollution of streams, 
rivers and groundwater, sheep 
dip can be still be dumped on 
farmland prorided it is some way 
from streams and boreholes. 

Fanners are advised to .con- 
sult the Government's Envi- 
ronment Agency first, to see if 
the land in question is suitable 
but they are not obliged to do 
so by law. All farmworkers us- 
ing the chemicals have to un- 
dergo training which includes 
advice on disposal. 

Mr Anderson's complaint 
was made four years ago with 
the help of the OP Information 
Network, a group campaigning 
against the use of the chemicals. 
Elizabeth Sigmund, who runs it. 
said: "I don't know how the 
Government can have been so 
stupid for so long. I hope this 
does change things now." 



over blood 
plasma link to CJD 


Cfiarles Arthur 

Science Editor 


fatal brain disorder 
itzfcldt-Jakob Disease 
)) can be passed bv blood 
[fusions, according to an 
rican scientist who pre- 

rdhB findings rothe World 

th Or ganisatio n yesterday, 
perimen ts with mice have 
m that blood plasma is ca- 
e of transmitting the dis- 
agent. This would also 
y to the "new variant” of 
(v-CJD ). thought to hede- 
[ from the agent which 
ss bovine spongiform en- *. 
lopathy (BSE), or mad 
disease. - 

ie work was carried our by 
Brown, a leading scientist 
th BSE and CJD based at 
National Institutes Of 
Ith in Be the sd a, Maxy- 
, He injected blood from 
infecLed with CJD into 
brains of healthy mice, 
h then became UJ. . 
ic implications of hrs work, 

b is not vet published, are 
blood and blood products 
ted bv people who subse- 
ts die of v-CJD should be 
rued from Hood baHts. 
u the UK National Blood 

iot notified of any such icas- 
d has not been insmmted 
ace any donation from 

1 c who die of v-CJD. 
iwever, it did tighten its- 
on Wood dMiatwaby 
jt* and relatives of C7D 


more 


victims in August last year; 

Meanwhile yesterday* the 
father of the fifteeathpeiscHito 
die in. the UK of v-GJD - 19- 
year-old Matthew Parker, who 
died atthe weekend - accused 
the Government of murder. . 

John Middleton said: “This 


4 The 

Govermnent has 
murdered my 
• son and I want 
someone to be 
accountable for 
his death 9 


has been a cover-up from day 
one. The Govemment knew it 
was giving infected feed to cat- 
tle and knew that would be 
: parsed into the human food 
chain. They, have murdered, 
my son and 2 want someone to 
be accountable for hifc death; 

' Someone must stand up and 
admit it’s their faults . 

> Two more Britons who have 

been diagnosed as having v- incubating 
CJD are still alive. In total there potentially 
are 17 recorded cases, com- 
pared with 10 at this time last 
year- when the Government 
firet announced the Htislejice of 
.a linkbctwwavBSE andy-CTD. 


Dr Brown’s work has con- 
firmed the fears of experts, 
who have long suspected that 
the prion protein which caus- 
es it could be transmitted in the 
blood. 

But Dr John Barbo rough, 
microbiology consultant toe 
the NBA. who heard Dr 
Brown’s talk, told The Inde- 
pendent: “It’s dangerous to ex- 
trapolate from this. Injecting 
into the brain is a million times 
effective 


as 


transmission. 

“Bat, being cautious, we will 
be looking at this in the NBA, 
and wifi watch out for anything 
that looks significant, and work- 
ing with the Department of 
Health." 

CTD victims, and people 
who have developed the disease 
from injections of human 
growth hormone, are also 
banned from donating organs. 

■fa it many of the victims of v- 
CJD develop symptoms quick- 
ly and die soon after showing 
clinical symptoms. It is also im- 
possible to know if people are 
incutrating the disease. The 
first victim of v-CJD in the UK 
was almost .lolled in a road 
crash, and might therefore have . 
been a potential organ donor. 

The Hood of people who are 
incubatin| the disease would be 
potential^ infectious. The pri- 
on protein eventually seems to 
concentrate in the brain and 
nervous tissue, where it leads to 
holes, which give the brain a 
spongy appearance. 



Please send me the petition ‘Stroke: National Tragedy. 
National Priority. 1 

Please return this coupon to: The Stroke Association, CHSA 
House, Whitecross Street, London EC1 Y 8JJ. Tel: 01 71 490 7999. 




MAKE S' 
A NATK 
P R I O R 




to tackle i n consist e n c i es: aric£u n d erfo ndin^i 
for people requiring long -'ter,rntcat^&43i$ 

.residential opnursing home^afteea^trbkeh& 

/>:• ;-.••••' 

to improve the level off^dppJbrt' ati.rKjfnesr 
to r stro ke p atientsc 
w h e re ve r,th e y~ live. - 

to d ev elo p new w arid^toetter^reatmen.t^f,of^a 
stroke by iricreasirigir^sourGesfprfesearcTl^ 


If you wouldxjk.e to stop stroke shattering 
fives, please sign The Stroke Association's 
petition calling for action: 

• to prevent more\strokes. Through r; the 
monitoring and treatment of high blood 
pressure, the biggest risfesfaetpr for stroke. 

• to treat stroke as an emergency to improve 
the chances of recovery of people who 
have strokes through prompt \ospital. 
admission, assessment arid tre.attoent. 

• to increase access to rehabilitation to gh'p 
every stroke pati e n’t the best chance of 
recovering and re gain in g ^.i nd e p e'n d en c e . 


The Stroke Association raises funds for research, 
prevention, welfare, information and community services. 
Registered Charity No. 21 101 5- 
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UP TO 


50 % 


or 

MORE 

e.g. LONDON & HOME COUNTIES 
£1 00,000 Buildings Sum Insured 
Premium Only £154.00 
LOWER Preaims to oast Other Areas 

0345 123111 

M cate chBQed at local mu 

Asi for a quote m Hie Internet Mtjc//www.MVLSO.ofc | 


Three hours BT Internet access every month - £ 4 . 70 


Welcome to a new universe of information. With BT Internet, travelling there costs less than you might think. 


Plan ISO 

BT Internet's 'Plan ISO' costs only £4.70 {£4,00 excluding VAT) a month 
if you use the internet for three hours or less. 

Plan 1 80 includes: 

• free, easy-to-install Internet software 

• your own personal e-mail address 

• additional hours cost £2.35 {£2.00 excluding VAT) per hour 

• 24 hour, 7 day a week help desk 

• support for 33.6 kbps modems and ISDN capability 


Plan Unlimited 

If you think you'll use more than six hours a month, choose BTs recently 
reduced ‘Plan Unlimited' for £11.75 a month including VAT (£10.00 
excluding VAT). Ran Unlimited includes: 

• unlimited access time 

• five e-mail addresses 

• 2.5mb of web space to create your own home page 

• 24 hour, 7 day a week help desk 

• support for 33,6 kbps modems and ISDN capability 


And we only charge you at local rates for the cost of your calls. Both Plans require a VISA or Mastercard for registration. 
Ready to begin your voyage of exploration? Call BT Internet now for your free software on Freefone 0800 800 001. 


To L!it your fra lulu /u t net. css snjitcan: 

Call Freefone 0800 800 001 now 


BT Internet 


BT Internet Service doc? lactate ISON or tSTN low pnwr*ioiL Coil riiargr'i are additional For flan I EH. (be pnninmm witwcriptioo period ts uw montb. For Ttan Uniiinltedt it is one nrauifi for cirtoracn* paying raomUy and 12 months for ibotut paying annually. 
Cost omen tan only switch u> a different ptf plan at the end ollhc minimum subscription period Unused lime on Flu 10n cannot be carried forward to the matt month. Plan UnDmlied previous price £15 a month until 23rd January 1997. Business bPUnjt available on 

linn I InfirahriL BT reserves the rirfu lu chance its prices ai any time. BT intends to review Plan 1HG prices in July 1997. 


JJ Hill House Hammond 

Cutting The Cost Of Your Insurance 
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g assis 
e as 8p 


Recovery only 

£29.50 

Roadside assistance 

£38.00 

Comprehensive 

£69.00 

Comprehensive Gold 

£93.00 

Total protection 

£245.00 


T»t itgtstmtd be(in 31 /i/U m na&a a an a&aiMol >, 4 ai-00 

Cali free now on 

0800 001 353 

quoting n»/ASI£0. 

Green Flag IfeW 

Motoring Assistance 
WE LEAVE EVERYONE STANDING MIT YOU 
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Desperate 
cargo: why 
ever more 
stowaways 
are willing 
to risk all 


£ Now the 
stowaways are 
determined 
enough to face 
extremes of heat 
or cold or the 
possibility of 
dying 9 . 

leader. Earlier this mouth, the 
body of Vijay Saini was found . 
in Richmond, south-west Lon!-; 
don, after he froze to death in .■ 
the landing gear bay of a BA' 
flight from Delhi, India. 

His brother, Pardee p, man- 
aged to survive temperatures as 
low as minus 60C in another.. 

wheel arch and is at present hav- 
lum application con-- 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Refugee experts called yester- 
day for tougher action on the 
plight of stowaway migrants 
who are increasingly falling 
prey to traffickers in the face of 


tightening asylum rules in 
European Union countries. 

Speaking alter the death of 
a 12-year-old African boy who 
stowed away in the wheel arch 
of a Jumbo jet on Saturday 
njght, Claude Moraes. director 


of the Joint Council for the Wel- 
fare of Immigrants, said he 
estimated that the number of 
clandestine entrants was rising 
because of an increase in the 
activities of traffickers prepared 
to cash in on human misery. 


Mr Moraes and Louise 
Williamson, director of the chil- 
dren's division at the Refugee 
Council, both warned that the 
problem of stowaways - in- 
cluding unaccompanied chil- 
dren- could only worsen as EU 


countries erected higher barri- 
ers against would-be asylum- 
seekers. 

Ms Williamson said: . “We 
have to look at the whole ques- 
tion of just how difficult it is to 
get to this country legally." She 


went on to dispute the sugges- 
tion made on Sunday that a 
young person seeking to flee his 
country alone was a rarity. 

Whue the majority were not 
stowaways, in the year ending 
March 1995, the council re- 


ceived 361 referrals from 
unaccompanied young people 
from 40 countries, 87 of whom 
were 14 or under, she said. The 
following year there were 626 
referrals, 112 of whom were 14 
or under. 

The tragic ending to the 
attempt by the 12-year-old to 
reach Britain is the latest in a 
string of incidents in which 
migrants have opted to risk 
the suffering and deprivation - 
or even death - experienced in 
cargo holds on ships and aircraft 
and the backs of lorries rather 
than the political or economic 
privations of their home coun- 
tries. 

Ground staff at Gatwick air- 
port found the boy's mutilated 
body after a British Airways 747 
arrived from Nairobi, Kenya, on 
Sunday morning. He was 
crushed by the front wheel, 
which retracts after take-off. 

The death follows political 
unrest in Kenya in the past few 
weeks, culminating in the death 
of Solomon Muruli, a student 


It is not in dispute that some ' 
stowaways will be “economic? ' 
migrants rather than}- 0 
genuine refugees fleeing a war 
situation. 5v 

But Mr Moraes said; “There 
has been an increase in the; 
numbers of stowaways wtah^ 
would in the past have had 
case. Now they are desperate^ 
enough to face extremes of 
heat or cold or the possibility of 
dying.' 7 

He said that he had received 
reports from agricultural areas 
in Kent and East Anglia that 
illegal immigrants were being 
exploited as cheap seasonal 
labour. 

The prospects for most stow- 
aways appears bleak, however. 
Sniffer dogs trained to detect 
human odour are routinely em- 
ployed at Britain's south coast 
ports and those not detected can 
face horrible deaths. 

At least 11 African men have 
recently died in the holds of ships, 
either from dehydration or the 
effects of pesticide. Last Sep- 
tember, a Russian stowaway 
froze to death in the luggage hold 
of an Aeroflot flight to Rome. 


DAILY POEM 


To John Clare 

by John Clare 

Well honest John, how fare you now at home? 

The Spring is come and birds are building nests. 

The old cock robin to the sty is come 
With olive feathers and its ruddy breast, 

And the old cock with wattles and red comb 
Stmts with the hens and seems to like some best. 

Then crows and looks about for tittle crumbs 
Swept out bylittle folks an hour ago. 

The pigs sleep in die sty; the bookman comes, 

7}\e tittle boys, lets home-close-nesting go 

And pockets tops and taws where dairies bloom • - 

Tb look at the new number just laid down 

With lots of pictures and good stories too 

And Jack the Giant-killer’s high renown. 

Until the end of next week, the “Daily Poem” will be taken 
from die latest volumes in the Everyman's Poetry series, pub- 
lish ed by EverymanOM Dent. Each volume costs £2 aud includes 
a critical introduction and chronology; John Clare is edited by 
RKR Thornton. The John Clare addressed in this poem was 
probably the poet's son, bom in 1826. 
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Holy order hitches up its habits to go surfing 



Chris Mowbray 


Oh brother: Father -Nicholas (loft) with Father Cenydd and computer at Belmont Abbey, Hereford 


Photograph: Richard Stanton 


And it came to pass that an order 
of holy brothers, who were seeking 
new ways of keeping 3 roof over their 
heads in the commercial cut and 
thrust of the 20ih century, looked 
upon the Internet with interest - and 
!o. it was good 

So the Benedictine monks 
launched a company called Monk- 
soft and started advertising in 
cyberspace for holiday breaks at 
their 140-year-old abbey. 

The 45 -strong community at Bel- 
mont Abbey, near Hereford, found 
that they needed a new source of in - 
come when their independent boys' 
school closed down due to a short- 
age of pupils. 

Their prayers were answered 
when one of their abbot's friends, 
Fr Mark, a computer buff who 
writes his own programmes, offered 
use of his earthly talents. For behold, 
is it not written: “By their deeds shall 
ye know them 1 '? 

Now paying guests from as far 
afield as the United States know 
about the brothers from their ad- 
vertisement in cyberspace and trav- 
el to the abbey to enjoy a peaceful 
holiday in its tranquil gardens and 
surrounding countryside. 

Fr Nicholas, the managing 


director of Monksoft, said yesterday: 
“We have extended Saint Benedict's 
idea of hospitality somewhat beyond 
what he originally envisaged, but he 
was all for welcoming people to our 
doors. 

-"We are only doing in a compui- 


Monastic trade 


The Trappist religious order has 
brewed and sold beer for 
centuries, particularly in Belgium 
and Holland. Others, such as the 
Cistercians and the Benedictines, 
have allowed their name to be 
used on beer and wine. 


Monks at the Benedictine 
Buckfast Abbey, Devon - famed 
for its honey and tonic wine - 
have formed a "common market' 
with a shop selling products 
made by orders across Europe. 


The Cistercian brothers on 
Calefy Island, Dyfed, sell 
perfumes, chocolates and dairy 
products from a pedigree herd 
of 70 Jersey cows. 


Religious music in general and 
Gregorian chants in particular 
have been real money-spinners 
for several religious orders. 


erased way what monasteries have 
always done. Throughout history 
they have welcomed guests from all 
walks of life from kings and queens 
to pilgrims and the poor. 

‘'People on holiday are not usu- 
ally interested in the monastic side, 
but we also run retreats for guests 
who want to take pan in our life and 
prayer or share in some peace and 
quiet.” 

The abbey also offers bed-and- 
breakfasi to travelling business peo- 
ple and is a member of the Heart 
of England Tourist Board and the 
South Herefordshire Tourism As- 
sociation Bed Bureau. It rents out 
its refurbished school dining room 
for wedding receptions and other 
parlies, provides conference facili- 
ties and encourages visits by schools. 

Monksoft also operates a sideline 
printing parish and school maga- 
zines, wedding booklets and its own 
Christmas cards and stationery 
based on desktop-publishing pack- 
ages written by its surfing abbot- 

“When our school closed, we 
had to do something else to raise 
money,” Fr Nicholas said. 

“Fr Mark has also written some 
computer programmes to help us 
run the company and we chose the 
name Monksoft because it seems so 


appropriate. 



m 




Kim Sengupta 


An Irish terrorist imported to 
the mainland to take part in an 
underworld war was jailed for 
life at the Old Bailey yesterday. 

Contract killer Michael Boyle 
was found guilty of attempting, 
to murder Tbny Brin die during 
a long blood feud between two 
rival gangland families, which 
had led to eight deaths on the 
streets of London. 

Ordering that Boyle, 49, of 
Inducore, Dublin, should serve 
at least IS years, the Recorder 
of London, Sir Lawrence Vfer- 
ney QC, said: “Of all classes of 
killer, the contract killer must 
be regarded as the worst; a man 
who is prepared to offer his ser- 
vices to take a life of someone 
totally unknown to Mm, and td 
do so for payment- ‘ 

“In this case, there is a back- 
ground of a feud which has last- 
ed over many years and has cost 
eight lives, and it is something 
of a miracle that there was not 
a ninth life lost as a result of 
your conduct." 

Boyle's co-defendant, David 
Roads, 51, of Croydon, south 
London, was convicted of pos- 
sessing an explosive substance, 
firearms, and handling stolen 
goods. He was sentencecLto 10 
years. The jury was told Roads 
had acted as a qu artermaster in 
the operation to shoot Bxindle ■ 
and bad aimed Boyle, a former 
inteHi^mce officer with both the 
IRA and INLA. 


The Old BaOeywas told how 
the vicious war between the 
Brrndle family and another 
family called Daly, in south 
London, clakned at least eight 
lives in five years. 

During the Ulster ceasefire, 
paramilitary g unm en began to 
be used by gangsters in Britain 
to cany out contract hits. The 
Brindles and the Dalys had 
links with Ireland. The Dalys 
had worked with drugs baron 
George Mitchell in the South. 

The Brindles did business 
with the loyalists of east Belfast 
This connection brought Boyle 
to London from his native 
Dublin. He had contact with 
criminals in Dublin, especially 
Mitchell, and bad served a 12- 
year sentence for kidnapping. 

Boyle also acted as a Gardai 
informer- and told them about 
the contract on the Brindles. 
TBs handler warned him hot to 
get involved but stressed that he 
should continue his close 
contact with Mitchell to get 
information on drugs. The de- 
tails were passed on by Dublin 
to Scotland Yard. 

A police surveillance team 
kept watch on potential targets 
in the Brindle family, the court 
was told. They were disguised 
as gas men when Boyle ar- 
rived. Despite the police watch 
Brindle was shot three times on 
his doorstep in Rotherhithe, 
south London. Undercover of- 
ficers then shot Boyle before he 
could finish the job. 






You wouldn’t 
hold the Grand 
National anywhere 
but Aintree. 


For top thoroughbreds, nowhere’s quite 
like Aintree. And for front runners in all lines 
of business, nowhere is quite like the 
International Convention Centre, Birmingham. 

Here’s a tip. It's the modem facilities, 
outstanding quality of service, lalue. for money 
and ease of access that makes the ICC the 

favourite etery time. . 

So for 1 our next conference, meeting or' 
convention, back the winner. Call 
0121 200 2000 for more details 

today. 


INTERNATIONAL 
CONVECTION - 



The Uttinwte Comnwitton Centre 

international Convention Centre-; 
Broad Street Birmingham BJ 2 EA„ 
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The Siemens S6. 
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don t have 



to answer. 


jj The Siemens S6 mobile phone comes with call screening, call waiting and \ 

■; caller ID. Which means you only have to talk to the people you want to. * 

l Better sound, better size, better features, better phones. J 
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| Better ring 0345 400 700 now, for details of your nearest stockist jj 
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election countdown 
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Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

All Tory candidates are to chal- 
lenge their Labour opponents 
on hospital closures after rev- 
elations in yesterday's Inde- 
pendent that the party is 
planning to close hospitals to 
save £2bn pay for dental checks, 
less rationing of treatment and 
better salaries for doctors and 
nurses. 

Although Labour has de- 
nied that Ft has any such plans. 


the Conservatives moved swiftly 
yesterday to exploit the revela- 
tion, which is bound to spark 
public anger. 

Stephen Dorrell, the Secre- 
tary of State for Health, wrote 
to all his party's prospective Mft 
enclosing a list of hospitals 
which he said would be at risk 
under Labour’s plans. They 
should challenge Labour can- 
didates to say that the future of 
those facilities was safe, he 
said. 

At a briefing with journalists, 


he said the report in yesterday’s 
Independent “blows the gaff" on 
the opposition's health poli- 
cies. The Conservatives have re- 
peatedly challenged Labour to. 
say that it will raise health 
spending year on year. 

“It is simple arithmetic that 
within the overall total they will 
have to impose cuts in the hos- 
pital service to make the figures 
add up, 

“The story in The Independent 
blows the gaff on their health 
policy. We know and have 


known for some time that the 
key difference between the 
Conservatives' health polity 
and Labour’s is that the Con- 
servatives will deliver.” 

Mr Dorrell also highlighted 
a survey of fundholding gener- 
al practitioners in which-more. 
than nine out of 10 said they 
would oppose Labour’s plans to 
abolish practice-based budgets. 

Chris Smith, Labour’s health 
spokesman, reacted angrily yes- 
terday, dismissing the report - 
which detailed plans which 


Labour believes wfll raise £Zbn 
over a number of years - as 
“complete rubbish". He has, 
however, confirmed that a 
Labour government would cry 
to save money by merging the 
manag ements of NHS trusts. 

* “It is this- government who 
cannot be trusted with our hos- 
pitals, They have dosed 245 
since 1990, UnKke the Tbries we 
are interested in whatis best for 
patients, not creating m ore bu- . 
reaucrals," he said. - 

"Mr Smith added that Labour 


had put a mdratoritinn.aa fa- 
ther hospital dosures while an 
independent review of thehos- 
. pital needs of the capital was 
carried out, ■■ =■ ^ - - - _ Vi \ . ' 

The party has also saiclHhat 
local hearings should- be' held 
wherever the dosuire of- a hos- 
pital or hospital .facility is 
promlsed. There was new evi- 
dence yesterday that aiwmber 
of senior .figures in hospital 
trusts bdkye thdr futures he in 
mergers with - neighbouring 

trusts. /• - 


the subject last weeic, 

by health consultants McCjean, 

Jones, McCarthy, several"; 
eued in favour of rpagera-Tn® 
participants, who were all trust 
Sainnen, chief executives or 
■doctors, voted by 56 to j 4 m 
favour Of a motion that trusts 
should merge in order for 
health services to improve. 
One trust chairman said: 


want some metgns. 

Mr Dorrell has sent a 1st of 
66 “at risk” hospitals to candi- 
dates,, based an a suggest® 
from ti« Audit Conunisacminai 
those, hospitals which have 

fewer than 50^00 

istering each year should be 

S£ d to see whether the\ 


oai hcujuu — - —j* j 

the incoming government win 


care. 


There she is...that one from you know. 



Glenda Jackson (centre), Labour MP for Hampstead and High gate, canvassing the marginal seat of Redd'rtch in Hereford and Worcester yesterday on behalf ofthe party’s candidate Jacqul Smith 


Photographs: Bnan Hams 


Teachers 
warn on 
schools 
spending 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 


A future Labour government 
must be prepared to break its 
promise of a two-year freeze on 
public spending and pump 
more money into education. 

Speaking on the first day of 
the Association of Teachers 
and Lecturers conference in 
Cardiff, the union's general 
secretary, Peter Smith, said that 
by sticking to the spending 
pledge “like Araldiie", Shadow 
Chancellor Gordon Brown 
would provoke cynicism among 
teachers and voters. 

It was questionable whether 
the party would be able to tack- 
le problems it had identified as 
needing attention, he said. 

Mr Smith called on Labour 
to review spending on education 
within its first 1QD days in pow- 
er if it gained office on 1 May. 

increasing cash for schools 
should be its top education pri- 
ority. since the sector had been 
squeezed “till the pips 
squeaked." 

A recent Harris poll com- 
missioned by ATL revealed 86 
per cent of the public thought 
more money was top of the list 
if schools were to improve. 

Mr Smith, who heads a 
moderate union of 15U.0UU 
teachers and lecturers, stepped 
back from condemning Mr 
Brown, but added: “If he real- 
ly is saying that for two years he 
will apply the decision, with no 
moderation whatsoever, put 
into place by his predecessor 
Kenneth Clarke, then it will only 
be a matter of time before peo- 
ple ask. Time for a change? 
Where is ihc change in ihalV” 


Blair husband and wife team 
caught out by schoolboy error 


It was elementary spelling that 
earned Dan Quayle a place in 
the history of political gaffes 
when he told a classroom full of 
children that “potato” had an 
E on the end. 

Yesterday, it was simple arith- 
metic that caused blushes in the 
Blair household when Cherie 
gave a 10-ycar-old the wrong an- 
swer during the presentation of 
Tony's big idea on homework. 

As political gaffes go, it was 
a mild one quickly corrected by 
the Labour leader and handled 
smoothly and with great hu- 
mour by a slick husband and 
wife team. 

But it was an illustration of 
the extent to which a message 
- in this case the recruitment of 
Premiership football teams to 
encourage children to do their 
homework - can be lost in a 


Steve Boggan catches up with the opposition 
leader as he launches homework initiative 


growing media maelstrom hun- 
gry for splits, cock-ups. injudi- 
cious asides and simple .errors. 

The Blairs were at Hillsbor- 
ough, the home of Sheffield 
Wednesday FC, to launch the 
homework scheme under which 
four Premiership dubs, sup- 
ported by private and public fi- 
nance, would encourage literacy 
in problem children. Mr Blair 
was wired up for a satellite link- 
up with David Blunkett, the 
shadow education secretary, 
who was at Chelsea FC, one of 
the four dubs. 

But first he hovered over 10 
children aged from 10 to 13 who 


sat shivering, doing homework 
for the benefit of cameras, in the 
middle of the pitch. 

“You’ll need a rubber- for 
that, it's wrong.? he corrected 
one of them, Tbm Lane, 10; 
from Brookhouse School in 
nearby Beighton. 

Unfortunately for the Labour 
leader, the lad pointed at Mrs 
Blair, who uses her maiden 
name. Booth, in her profession 
as a banister, and said: “But she 
told me...” 

“Gosh,” said Mr Blair, laugh- 
ing at his wife. “And you with 
all those brains, too." 

“Oh. alright, show off,” she 


replied. TU never hear the 
end of this, will I?" 

. Indeed not Already news- 
desks across the country were 
bong alerted to the gaffe. Marie 
Covell, Labour’s regional press 
officer, said the question was 
from a Year Six homework pa- 
per. 

Tt said something like" 'If you 
had so much money to take to 
the fehgipjwd, how many rides 
could yon go on?’" he said. 
Tbm wanted to go on the big 
wheel Cherie gave him the 
wrong answer and Tony quick- 
ly corrected him.” 

But too late. It had already 


become the hightight of a rather 
dull day on the election stump. 
Earlier, the Blairs had visited 
the Peak National ParicmDer- 
byshire to drum up support for 
'rom Levitt, the candidate for 
High Peak, number 53 'on 
Labour’s list of 56 seats it must 
take from the Tories if if is to 
seize power. • ' = ■• » '■ 

No gaffes there as the cou- 
ple joined childrenr at nature ta- 
bles in the mud and drizzle. But 
there was a high point when 
one Labour media apparatchik 
dangerously hopped over a 
cattle grid and ran to the. 
assembled press shouting: 
“Look, look! They’ve found a 
frog!" . 

Withsix more weeks to go, 
questions remain over whether, 
with such tension in the air, the 
candidates will crack. 


Old comrades rally to a new cause 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Rejoice! The Communist man- 
ifesto is published. The work- 
ers arc still marching gloriously 
in the vanguard of the revolu- 
tion. but until that happens, the 
proud footsoldiers of the class 
struggle would quite like it if we 
all voted for Tony Blair's New- 
Labour. 

So. that seems straightfor- 
ward enough then. Not that yes- 
terday's Communist election 
launch did not have some scope 
for confusion, though. 

This, of course, is the Com- 
munist Manifesto of 1997, not 
the Communist Manifesto of 
1848. However, the real mani- 


festo of the Communist Party of 
Britain. The British Road io So- 
cialism, was first published in 
1951. 

The parly we are dealing 
with here is fairly easy to dis- 
tinguish from other left-wing 
movements, ll has nothing to do 
with the Communist Party of 
Great Britain, which no longer 
exists. 

Or the Democratic Left, 
from which its 1.200 members 
split in 19S8. Or the Revolu- 
tionary Communist Party, which 
is more ... well, revolutionary. 
Or the Workers' Revolutionary 
Party, which presumably has 
more workers. 

Or ihe Communist League. 
Or the Socialist Party of Great 


Britain. Or, for that matter, the 
Socialist Party. 

No, this is very definitely the 
Communist Party of Britain. 
The party that believes that “the 
working class and its allies must 
take political economic and 
state power out of the hands of 
the capitalist class.” 

This is Lhe part)' that believes 
in mass struggle and in the 
principles of Marx and Lenin. 
The party that wants you to put 
Mr Blair into government. 

.Although the Communist 
Party of Britain has three can- 
didates of its own standing in (he 
general election it is prepared 
to lake a realistic stance in 
conceding that it is unlikely to 
form the next government.' 


So, even though its policies 
include withdrawal from Eu- 
rope, full grants for students, 
free childcare for all and 50 per 
cent tax for people earning 
more than £50,000 a year, it is 
backing Labour. 

Mike Hicks, the party’s gen- 
eral secretary, explained: “We 
have always taken the distinct 
position that it is the Labour 
movement that will be in the . 
position to encourage the 
Labour Party to take a differ- 
ent course." 

Labour, he added, had a 
genuine working-class base in 
the trade onion movement. 
This, in the end, would set iton 
the right road. 

Mr Hkks has not yet received 


a message of gratitude from the 
Labour leader for his party’s 
• support, and nor does he expect 
to receive one. For while the 
Communist Party of Britain 
might be 'backing Labour, it is 
not backing Tony Blair. 

“We don’t think Tony Blair 
will go oh for ever. Individuals 
will come and go and the move- 
ment wfl] live on,” Mr Hicks 
said-Ttevolutionaiy change will 
happen. We will be part of it. 
The future is not capitalist, it is 
socialist.” Unfurl your banners, 
"comrades, and polish off your 
tool kits. The barricades have 
been out of use for so long that 
they are bound to need a touch 
of maintenance before the 
grand day comes. 



gets lost in 
Devon lanes 


Gobi Brown 

Oiief Political Correspondent 

John Major yesterday tried to 
draw-a line under the contro- 
vert over theDowney report, 
bur he found ‘he could nor get 
away from sleaze. 

Having brushed aside ques- 
tions about financial impropri- 
eties, he did a walkabout in 
South Street, Braunton, Devon 
and walked into a hardware 
shop with the name “Slees” over 
the door. ... 

. Party managers looked 
aghast when they spotted the er- 
ror, and Mr Major quickly 
made his exit Winners need 
hide and it appeared to have de- 
serted Mr Major "yesterday at 
the . end of a determinedly 
upbeat tour: . . 

A few paces before stepping 
into Rank Slee’s shop, Mr Ma- 
jor had comforted nine-year-old 
Simon Murray, who complained 
about being blocked in the eye 
by one of the photographers 
covering the trip. 

“Life is like that. Occasion- 
ally you take a knock, Simon, 
and then you bounce back,” Mr 
Major said. The Rime Minis- 
ter sought to bounce back from 
last week’s setbacks by cam- 
paigning in Paddy Ashdown’s 
back yard where there are a 
string of key marginals which 
the Tbries are defending against 
the Liberal Democrats, includ- 
ing Exeter, Devon West and . 
Tbrridge, the - seat of Emma 
Nicholson who defected from 
the Tories to the Liberal 
Democrats. 

“We are beginning to 
with the real issues. Last week 


we saw quite astonishing eco- 
nomic figures. Today we saw the 
balance of payments returning 
to equilibrium ... all the eco- 
nomic indicators are set 
extremely fair. 1 don’t think you 
can drown that ant throughout 
the whole campaign," Mr 
Major said. 

There was little evidence of 
a swing back to the Tories 
around the Green Lanes shop- 
ping centre in Barnstaple, in the 
North Devon seat of Nick Har- 
vey, the Liberal Democrat MP. 

Janet Sanders, a housewife, 
said she bad switched from 
Toiy to Liberal at the last elec- 
tion and would be sticking with 
the Lib Dems again. 

liberal Democrat support 
was also holding firm at Braun- 
ton where Mr Major and his 
wife, Nonna, had lunch at a fish 
and chip shop. Unlike Tony 
Blair, Mr Major looks at home 
in the chip shop. It suits his man- 
of-the-people image; he would 
never mistake mushy peas for 
avocado mousse. 

North Devon is a tradition- 
.al Liberal seat, which returned 
Jeremy Thorpe. Tory cam- 
paigners are hoping that the ap- 
peal of Tbny Blair vnll help them 
unseat the Liberal -Democrats 
and fight off the challenge in the 
West Country in seats where 
they came second last time. 

Mr Major is a approaching 
the threat by lumping Mr Ash- 
down’s party, with Labour His 
message is that a vote for the 
Liberal Democrats may elect a 
Labour government but in this 
corner ofthe West Country jt 
seemed more likely to encour- 
age than dissuade the voters. 
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Cofin Brawn : 

Chief Pipiitlca! Qcfrespbnderit 


John M^oraanoiDlcedyester- 
day that jhq' TpSy election man- 
ifesto will- coatajn^pIe^eoD 
legislation to force education 
authorities to give rpwre roon= 
ey ftom : the -Government- io 
schools.' ' *.' 

f Senior Consexy^e »intes 
confirmed r tbaf the manifesto 
$U ay; sdjo^should to 
afore xhscceti'cfeOTer the mon- 

'■ Itwi^/fcri^ten suspicions 

that, the Gprenimeat is intent 
an 1 side-stepping Labour edu- 
cation authorities to overcome 
allegations of -cuts in spending - 
on schools whe&the eancation 
budget has been' increased, ; 

■ The PrnrieMinistet Spokeof 
bis frustration hi a local radio 
raterifew,for Lantern FM dnr< : 
irtg a campaigning tour of nprth 
Devop; ->• . ' 

1- Answering claims , that local . 
spools had* been starved .erf 
casl£ he said: "We still have a.' 
problem that too high' a per- 
centage of the money that the 
Government provides for edu- 
cation is held by education au- 
thorities at the centre and not 
dispersed to the individual 


- schools. .So you have „a fins' 
trafing position - the Govern-' 
mebt says we> have provided ’ 
: more money but the people hr 
lithe, schools say we have, less! 
I, money. Sometimes the people 
in. xhe schools aifi right bef. 
1 cause the authorities have held 
b&&foe~mahey: • L ” 

“What- we proposeto do 
1 is legislale . to make- sure the 
; m6ney is not held back by ed- 
ucation authorities tint make 
sure h; goes through to the 
1 school, the headmaster, to the 
governor m the way they thmk 
tsmosteflraent."- . 

The ^Goyenmieht first an- 
nounctil plans lo force local an - 
Amitiestoinaeasetheanxnmt 
o ? f money, they passed -onto 
schools .in a white Paper last 
summexvit said it would raise 
<Ke level from 85 per cent to 95 
per cent, a move which would 
increase schools’ spending foy 
£90 per pupil, according to 
GiDstn Shejjhwd, the Secretary 
of State for Education. ? . 

: , Last night, a spokeswoman • 
for the Department for Edu- 
cation and Employment said it : 
wanted to consult folly before 



Caught hv the crowd: John Major wooing voters in Braunton, north Devon, yesterday 


Photograph: Tom Piteton 



tormal consultation 
would now be published 1 


the general election, she said. 

. . The plans, under existing 
arrangements for local man- 
agement of schools, would be 
bound to cause some discomfort 
among local authorities be- 
cause they would eat into the re- 
maining services which were still 


held centrally. Although schools 
now have control of their own 
budgets, councils have so far 
been allowed to keep back 15 
per cent to pay for such things 
as education welfare officers, 
special needs advisers and 
school admissions services. 


It is likely under the Con- 
servatives' plans for 95 per cent 
delegation that the education 
authorities would have to turn 
most such services into inde- 
pendent agencies and invite 
schools to buy into them with 
the extra resources that they 


have been given. Both the Con- 
servative and Labour parties arc 
committed to local manage- 
ment of schools, although the 
Government’s previous at- 
tempts to force councils to del- 
egate 90 per cent of their 
budgets were dropped. 


Labour has said that it wants 
to raise the proportion dis- 
persed to schools from 85 per 
cent to 90 per cent, and that 
within that figure the amount 
which should be spent on ad- 
ministration should be no more 
than £50 per pupil. 



sues over canvassing claim 


MScfuef Streeter 


Sir James Goldsmiths Refer- 
endum Party yesterday issued a 
libel writ following allegations 
that a former Tory agent was: 
paying individuals to persuade 
people to vote for the party- 
• Ait^rtmyesterriay'sZto/- 
fyExpnssssud an imdercbver re-; 
porterwasoflered£6t50an.hour 
by Charlotte BIacker, the Ref- 
erendum Rutyugcnt m Putney, 
south-west London, iq carry out 
promotion work allegedly de- 
scribed as “canvassfiig”. ». . 


According to foe newspa- 
per!, Sis Blacker, in whose.con- 
stitucncy Sir, James is to stand 
as. ai candidate, told an under- 
cover journalist not to tell any- 
one that he was being paid for 
canvassing: 

In a secretly taped conver- 
sation, she reportedly said: ‘'It’s 
our word against theirs." 

Linder the 1983 Representa- 
tion of the Peoples Act* itisik 
legal, to pay someone to canvass 
onbehatfof an election candi- 
date. It is not against the law to 
be paid for general party work. 


After serving a writ on the 
newspaper/a spokesman for the 
Referendum Party said a claim 
that they had paid anyone to 
canvass illegally on behalf of Sir 
Janies was ‘‘wholly false". The 
article was part of a dirty tricks 
campaign against them, the 
statement said. 

It said literature and videos 
iven out in Putney referred to 
Sr Janies as the leader of the 
party and not as a prospective 
candidate for the constituency, 
and that so far there had been 
no canvassing for votes. 


e 


The penalty for paying can- 
vassers is a fine of up to £5,000 
and a five-year ban on being 
allowed to vote. 

The Express's Deputy Editor 
Tessa Huton said they would 
defend the action fully: “It is 
rather depressing that the Ref- 
erendum Party, whose slogan, 
after all, is 'Let the people 
speak*, should act against a 
newspaper bringing an issue as 
important as this to public at- 
tention. 

“We are confident that our 
account of procedures of the 


Referendum Party in Putney, 
the chosen seat of Sir James 
Goldsmith, deserve hill 
scrutiny." 

The Tory parry chairman 
Brian Mawhinney said there 
should be an investigation into 
the claims. 

Ms Blacker, aged 40, who 
was said by workers at the Ref- 
erendum Party office near Put- 
ney Bridge to be unavailable for 
comment, spent 22 years as 
the Conservative agent for 
Kensington. She joined Sir 
Jaxnes' party last year. 


In 1989, she helped steer 
the Tories lo a rare by-election 
victory when Dudley Flsfaburn 
was elected. According to for- 
mer colleagues, Ms Blacker, 
whose sister, Luhi. is a friend of 
the Duchess of York, had al- 
ready established a formidable 
reputation as a blunt speaker. 

One said: “She is a domi- 


neering character who says 
s. If she 


ex- 


actly what she thinks, 
disagreed with someone at a 
meeting with senior officials at 
Central Office, she was liable to 
say That’s bollocks.'" 


On one occasion, she re- 
sponded to what she regarded 
as a dull speech by a party 
official ly getting up and hand- 
ing out biscuits as he was in mid 
Sow. Another ex-colleague said: 
“Frankly, she doesn’t give a shit. 
She has that public school, 
Sloane Square kind of confi- 
dence." 

At one time, Ms Blacker, 
whose family are landowners in 
Hampshire, had a relationship 
with the armed robber turned 
social commentator, John 
McVicar. 


Ashdown 
gets new 
view of 
old haunt 


Barrie Clement 


went to Abingdon he fell on it 
from an aircraft. Mr Ashdown. 


idy / 
n he 


who completed _his parachute 
for 


training for the Royal Marines 
at the town's airfield, yesterday 
arrived more conventionally as 
leader of the Liberal Democrats. 

It was Lhe first skirmish for 
Mr Ashdown's “battle bus' and 
it was a foray into a key con- 
stituency in middle England. 

Oxford West and Abingdon 
is an area apparently replete 
with young professionals whose 
concerns about their future are 
leavened with Liberal Democ- 
rat-style worries about society. 

Launching the battle bus at 
College Green outside Parlia- 
ment, Lord Holme, the party's 
election campaign manager, 
estimated that the coach will 
have covered around 15,000 
miles, travelling to 100 con- 
stituencies. by 1 May. 

While Lord Holme stays in 
London lo fighl his corner in the 
unseemly wrangle over the pro- 
posed television debate be- 
tween party leaders, Mr 
Ashdown look to the hustings. 

The Liberal Democrats cal- 
culate that if 1992 patterns are 
repeated the Tory vote in the 
constituency would stand at 46 
per cent, compared lo the Lib- 
eral Democrats' 36 per cent and 
Labour's 16 per cent. And Mr 
Ashdown believes that a swing 
of 5.2 per cent is well within the 
party's reach. 

Mr Ashdown was determined 
to avoid the traditional whistle- 
stop tour where electors are re- 
galed with mini- monologues 
from harassed politicians: “I 
feel that conferring Westminster 
blessings on some unsuspecting 
lathe operator is deeply unsat- 
isfactory,” he said. Alas, the in- 
evitable tour of the shopping 
precinct was little more than 
that, but the one theme which 
came through strongly was con- 
cern about education - the Lib- 
eral Democrat hobbyhorse. 

Most illuminating perhaps 
was Ms conversation with media 
students at Abingdon College 
who have conducted a survey on 
the political attitudes of 18 to 25- 
year-olds. Their findings will de- 
press politicians of all colours. 
Natalie Thorne said that only 
about one in five held serious po- 
litical views: “Most of them 
don't give a stuff.” 



nous: a 




Jojo Mopes 


Tony Blair is a conservative- not 
reafor because of his politics, 
more the way team! Gaerie fur- 
nish their sitting room- . 

Close examination of a jteo; 
lograph in yesterday's Inde- 
penderxt of the Labour leader at 
home in Islington, north. Lon- 
don, reveal him, according to m- 
lerior design experts,, as 
“dated”, “not very thrusting? 
and ... “conservative". ’ : 

Caroline Atkins, editor "of 
House . Beautiful magazine , 

• JK .1.1 


/ conservati ve". “C rystal 
Jelier, pleated curtain pel- 
mets - it's terribly formal and 
rather unlived in,* she said. _ 

. . ft was evidently nor the kind 

of home she had expected of the 


young father; “I hope be has 
' ■ some fmrsomewhere - 1 envisr 
age a big family kitchen with! a 
scrobbedpmetableaindlotsof; 
Islington clutter, but I suspect 
Qfoo^Ibtkedfom in here un- 
be gets his TV presentation 
finished." ‘ . 

Sarah Bravo, deputy editor of 
_ Ideal Home magazine* said that 
room “lacks warmth and per? 
straafily". “There is nothing in 
-the room that makes a state- 
ment onewayoranother . tbe ! 
only personal tou ches are a; 

- collection of photographs, but 
even these seem To have been 
strategically styled' 


Most scathing was Tyler 
" ,or of 


Brule, , editor or Wallpaper, 
Britain*? trenfoest new interiors 
magaitine. J “I think that- a hew 
Labour government waul d def- 


initely haw to establish a Min- 
istry for foe Interior,," he said. 

• Given that Labour was a par- 
. ty leading us into the next mil- 
lennium, he said, it was “rather 
backwards looking" in terms of 
-what he thought may have been 
a publicity “set". “I thought the 
Labour Party would have gone 
for something rather more 
thrusting in its approach," he 
said “Those pelmets and fabrics 
are so traditional -but perhaps 
this is a comfort to dyed-in-the- 
wool Conservative voters." 

. . . Just as Labour's accusers say 
the original Mr Blair has been 
spin-doctored and air-brushed 
out of existence, so his home ap- 
sars so determined not to of- 
nd that, according to one 
ledalist, it resembles 
-ahotel foyer. 




On show: Tony Blair at home, in yesterday's Independent Photograph: Adrian Dennis 


Lizzie OTrey, deputy editor 
irazmeTc 


oilnsfnmaons magazine Tot up- 
market, creative homes", said 
the Labour leader's room ap- 
peared “rather like a show 
home - somewhere that has 
been designed for display, 
rather than as a comfortable 


home". She said it felt “quite 
dated and a bjt ostentatious. 
Crystal chandelier lighting is all 
well and good in the foyer of the 
Hyde Park Hotel but over the 
top for a family home". 

Perhaps Mr Blair was deter- 
nrined to avoid charges erf flitism: 


“The fabric overdoth and glass 
tabletop - it's the son of furni- 
ture youTl find in the show borne 

at Barretts," Ms O'Prey s 
Id of ii 


said. 

Still, in the world of interior 
design, just as in the world of 
politics, there is no pleasing 
everybody. 


SNP takes ITV to court 
over debate exclusion 


The Scottish Nationalist Party will lake ITV to court today 
for excluding Alex Salmond, foe SNP leader, from any 
televised debate between John Major and Tony Blair. 

The SNP said it would seek an interim mtetdici that 
would ban the screening in Scotland of a programme 
excluding the party, and added it had set both the BBC and 
ITV a deadline of today to respond to its concerns. While 
the BBC had not yet replied, ITV had sent a fiat rejection. 

Negotiations continued yesterday between ITV, the BBC 
and foe three main political parties in an effort to agree a 
format for a televised debate between the party leaders. The 
broadcasters’ negotiations are being led by Marion Bowman, 
ITV s deputy controller of factual programmes and Tbnv 
Hall, chief executive of BBC News. Paul McCann 


Redwood cancels book launch 


John Redwood, the former Cabinet minister and 
Conservative leadership challenger, has been forced to 
cancel the launch of his book on the single currency after 
accusations that it would form an alternative manifesto for 
his party. 

Although there will not now be a press conference lo 
mark the book's publication, it is available in the shops. 

Mr Redwood's opposition to a single currency contradicts 
his party’s official stance, which is that Britain should 
“negotiate and decide". 
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orisra, preferred to focus; the Turabu fegune iq ns 
x upstream on the bridge January I? launchi n g the first 
bofitby the Chinese. . . joint attack oil Sudan s eastern 

KnnW hy hit nffithdiU ODUOSH 


Surrender: Zairean government soldiers standing in line in Kisangani yester da y waiting to turn themselves over to rebels 


Photograph: Reuters 


British commandoes stand by 
to pull Westerners out of Zaire 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 


British special forces, including 
members of the Royal Marines’ 
Special Boat Service, are among 
about -,000 western troops 
.wailing in the wings to pull 
Western civilians out of Zaire 
if the situation there deterio- 
rates further. 

The SBS - seaborne com- 
mandos - are less well-known 
than the Army’s SAS but oper- 
ate in even more hostile 
conditions, as canoeists and 
frogmen on enemy coasts, de- 
livered to their targets by ships 
and submarines. 

It was the SBS, not the SAS, 
who Carried out the first special- 
forces operation in the Gulf 
War. cutting the fibre-optic ca- 
ble linking Saddam Hussein s 


headquarters with his Scud- 
missile launch sites, just 40 
miles from Baghdad. Paddy 
Ashdown, the Liberal Democ- 
rat leader, is a former member 
of the SBS. 

The British force at present 
is modest - about IS specialists, 
providing reconnaissance and 
expertise in the use of spe- 
cialised equipment. 

An estimated 470 Britons 
are among Western foreigners 
sdQ in Zaire. Diplomatic sources 
at the weekend said their advice 
to Western nationals was still at 
“phase one” level - do not go 
to Zaire unless you have to and 
leave unless it is imperative to 
stay. There are two more stages; 
“get out” - by commercial 
means - and, finally, assisted 
evacuation, when no commer- 
cial means are available. 


The main escape route from 
the capital, Kinshasa, is north 
across the Zaire river into 
Brazzaville. On the other side, 
about 1.200 French and 500 Bel- 
gian troops are waiting to help 
Western nationals to leave the 
country. 

The French and the Bel- 
gians both have historical links 
with the country and their pres- 
ence is also a reflection of a de- 
sire to maintain political 
influence, rather than a reflec- 
tion of the number of their own 
nationals. The United States has 
several hundred troops in the 
area, but would play its biggest 
part by providing air transport. 

The anti-government rebels, 
who control one-fifth of Zaire, 
say their forces are 100 miles 
from the southern mining cap- 
ital of Lubumbashi and bah that 


distance from the diamond- 
mining capital of Mbuji-Mayi. 
Joh annesb urg-based investment 
analyst John Klemmow told 
the news agency Reuters that the 
rebels were already offering 
gold prospecting concessions, in 
parts of the country they control 
to foreign companies. 

Laurent Kabila, the rebel 
leader, yesterday dispatched a 
senior aide to represent Him in 
Togo at tomorrow’s special Or- 
ganisation of African Unity 
(OAU) summit on Zaire’s civil 
war, officials said. 

US and French envoys lob- 
bied some 20 African countries 
to convince them to push for a 
ceasefire and talks at the sum- 
mit, French officials said. But re- 
gional analysts doubted the 
success of the summit in the ab- 
sence of Presidents Yoweri Mu- 


seveni of Uganda and Pasteur 
Bizunungu of Rwanda, as well 
as Mr Kabila. 

President Mobutu Sese Seko, 
bade in Zaire after cancer treat- 
ment, has not said whether he 
will attend but bis journey home 
on Friday left him so drained 
that he sent away an official wel- 
coming committee and did not 
appear in public unto Sunday. 

State radio said that Mr 
Mobutu had “taken note” of a 
disputed vote by the transition- 
al parliament to sack Prime 
Minister Kengo wa Dondo. 

Supporters of veteran oppo- 
sition leader Etienne Ikhiseke- 
di, who has long coveted the job, 
and even supporters of Mobu- 
tu and Kengo aides, said the vet- 
eran president’s comments 
suggested that Kengo was fin-, 
istaed as premier. • 


Dr.Hassan al-Thrabi gazed out 
of his offic&window, above the 
point where the Blue and Whim 

Nfles meet; and. sniffed at the 
British colonial bridge which stiD 
traveisestbe river. ' J 

The religious guru, a ccused 

^terrorism, preferred to focus 
further upstream on the bridge 
being bant by the Chinese. 

:Tb say Dr Turabi, speaker of 
the Sudanese parfiament and 
. leader of National Islamic Econt 
(N1F); which seized power in 
Sudan seven years. ago* was 
anti-British would be a monu- 
mental understatement- 
did not ask them to come here 
and massaore peepfe,” Dr Thra-- 
td said, referring toKitcfaener’s 
defeat of the Mahdist tribesmen 
a century ago at the Battle of 
Omdurman, which led to 
Brit ish- Egyptian rule in Sudan 
until independence in 1956. 

Ixi his opulent office, where 
engr aved Islamic texts sit alorig- 
side mounted models of bullets, , 
Dr Turabi says Britain hanfly in- 
vests in Sudan any more. He 
looks beyond the ' obvious — 
tike the NIFs alleged links 
with terrorists - for reasons, and. 
argues that the British, tike the 
Egyptians, are jealous of the for-, 
mer colony’s success. 

It is hard to see how. Despite 
Dr Turabi "s upbeat assertions, 
Sudan could hardly be in worse 
shape. The Islamic Arab north 
has been at war with the African 
Christian and animist south for 
30of the past 40 years. The war 
has claimed millions of lives and 
is estimated to be costing Sim 
(£625,000) a day. 

Sudan could do with friends 
but in the seven years since the 
NTF manipulated itself into 
power- immediately banningaH 
political parties - Sudan has be- 
come one of thejonetiest coun- 
tries on the planet It is shunned 
by Arab countries for its support 
oif Iraq during the Gulf V&r and 
for harbouring Islamist ex- 
tremists. Egypt believes Sudan 
was involved m the 1995 assas- 
sination attempt on President 
Hosni Mubarak, and thecoun- 
tcy is vninaliyatwar with _Ugan- 
da^ which itaccuses-of hacking 
southern SPLA rebels*. \ 


Now its eastern neighb ours 
Erifrea and Ethiopia, worried ty 

its expahsKMiist rhetoric, nave 
given refuge. tbyDr "Ibrabi’s 
brother-in-law and .-former 
prime minister, Sadiq’al Mah- 
dLwbofiedKhartoumatC3iasr- 
mas. Mr Mafadi, great g randson 
of the original 19tb century 

- leader and bead of the Nation- 
al ru-nmfic Alliflnrp. shook 


of the ik®- A rab work!. Western 
democratic systems are rou* 
jjaely trashed. Dr Turabi does 
admi t; however, that Sudan has 
buckled under US pressure. It 


a home-from home for radical 
Mami e movements. 


Ironically, Washington re- 
fuses to acknowledge any 
change. It recently provided 
Eritrea, Ethiopia and Uganda 
with $ 2 Gm of “non lethal mil- 
itary aid. That strengthens Dr 
ThiabTs call for defiance. "If 
"that is what the US admits to, 
there is far more happening 
covertly,” he says. 

\ After at fpcfring all mxenra- 

• tional enemies. Dr Turabi 
sneeisat those at home who be- 
lieve religion is something pri- 

- vate and separate from politics. 
Unfortunately that is the way 
the majority of Sudanese Mus- 
i?im~ (Sufis) see it. 

The logical conclusion of Dr 
Turabi's Mam occurred during 
-the January attack in the cast 

- when an imam in camouflage fa- 
tigues, wielding an AK47, in- 
cited people in Khartoum to 
jihad The call did bring con- 
siderable numbers ori to the 
street but the fervour was short- 
lived. Many Sudanese were of- 
fended by this fusion of politics 
and religion. 

. . y iYrfart k » comparatively -re- 
laxed Islamic country and its 
Muslim population is conduct- 
ings quiet out highly effective 
campaign to keep it that way. 

Directives that men and 
women should not walk to- 
gether and women cover them- 
selves more completely are 
ignored “They will never make 
their brand of Islam stick,” says 

- a Sudanese academic. “People 
are saying little but they stay 

. away. The sheikhs are also 
. sflent ThatisriieirstaternenL” 

The professor, tike most got - 

• eminent opponents, is too 
" afraid to give his name. Khar- 
toum is crawling .with security 
police and up to 500 dissidents 
are estimated to be under arresL 

But in Dr ThrabTs eyes there 
are no secret police or ‘‘ghaa 
houses” where dissidents are tor- 
tured; there is only a “free coun- 
try” and popular support for a 
gowtmhairpoisedto realise Su- 
dan's euqnnpus potential. 


joint attack on ouaan s eastern 
boKterbyMsndra&embpposi- 
tkm group and the SPLA; • 

A — infomarinnAl 


embargo, raeanwnue. nasemea 
foreign investment and aid to a 

trickle. 

If Dr Thrabi Is feeling the 
heat, it does not show. He be- 
lieves Sudan's Islamic govern- 






Dr TtirabU 'ltis good that 
the US has isolated os’ 


meat is setting an example for 
the entire Arab woikL and; at 
first meeting his overseas rep- 
utation as a “mad, evfl genius* 
seems undeserved • 

Who can blame a poor Arab 
country, at the bottom of the 
capitalist heap, for frying to 
forge its own vray? With his con- 
stantly flailing arms and eyes 
brimming wfth enthusiastic con-" 
viction,he coines over as an Is- 
lamic Magnus Pyke./Tt is good 
they have isolated us,” he says. 
“It forces us Co tie independent.* 
Dr Turabi who was educated 
at London University, the Sor- 
bonne and in die US, only be--' 
came a bogeyman in the 1990s 
but he has been p ulling strings 
in Sudanese politics for decades, 
nursing his Islamic dream and 
waiting for his chance. ' 
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About 89% of the WOrlcTs population have to breathe in the fumes created by the other 11 %. Thankfully, many car 
manufacturers are making progress in controlling exhaust emissions, but perhaps none as effectively as Honda. We II soon be 
reducing a Civic that wsli run on natural gas and whose emissions will be practically zero. We'll also be offering an electric town 
T° which Will have no emissions at all. In fact it won’t be all that long before many of us are driving around in solar cars. Hopefully 
by the time the children pictured here have grown up. For more information on our current range of cars, call 0345 159 159- 


First man, then machine. 
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Belarus risks 
US revenge by 
expelling ‘spy’ 




Relations between the United 
States and Belarus plunged to 
new depths yesterday as Wash- 
ington angrily demanded an 
explanation from the former So- 
viet republic over why it has ex- 
pelled an American diplomat. 

The US accused the repub- 
lic of ‘'unjustifiably and illegal- 
ly" detaining the official in 
violation of the Vienna Con- 
vention. which protects the 
right of diplomats. Last night, 
the State Department was pon- 
dering its next move, which 
may include a tit-for-tat expul- 
sion of a Belarus diplomat from 
Washington. 

Hostility between the US 
and Belarus has been growing 
steadily since November, when 
the president of the republic. 


Autocratic leader 
antagonises West 
with breaches of 
human rights, 
writes Phil Reeves 

Alexander Lukashenko. 42. a 
former Soviet collective farm 
director, forced through a ref- 
erendum granting himself dic- 
tatorial powers. 

Matters worsened recently 
when Belarus refused a visa to 
an American official from the 
Soros Foundation, branding 
him an opposition supporter." 

The foundation has supplied 
millions of dollars for education, 
ecological and medical pro- 


grammes In Belarus. This 
month, the US suspended $40m 
(£23m) in aid on the grounds 
that Belarus failed to comply 
with internationally recognised 
standards on human Tights. 

American officials quote a 
long list of examples, ranging 
from Mr Lukashenko’s refer- 
endum, which European mon- 
itors concluded was flawed, to 
censorship, the jailing of op- 
position politicians and the cre- 
ation of a puppet constitutional 
court and parliament. 

It is probably no coincidence 
that the US has hi ghligh ted the 
issue when it is making the case 
for Nato’s expansion into East- 
ern European nations, such as 
Ftoland. Hungary and the Czech 
Republic. 



Brutal crackdown: A policeman dragging a protester into a police yah art the opposition rally in Belarus's capital, Minsk photograph: ^ euter 


The expelled US diplomat. 
Serge Alexandrov, a Belarus 
national, was one of about 70 
people who were arrested on 
Sunday at an opposition 


which was broken up by police sion claimed he had helped to 
using dubs and tear gas. Mr organisethe unauthorised ial- . 
Alexandrov, wbo was a first seo- ly and was working as a spy-., 
retaiyat the US embassy, was A US official said last night, 

later expelled. Reports on the that the embassy was .satisfied 
state-controlled Belarus televi- Mr Alexandrov had -been car- 


rying out his normal diplomat- 
ic duties, adding that the issue 

was being viewed With the “nt- 
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NICOLE CERTAINLY KNOWS HOW TO MAKE 
THE MOST OF HER CAPITAL. 
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the “highest teveis” of the Slate 
Departmcnt in ■Washington. : 

“This mar ks, a further step 
in the movement by - the gov- . 
eminent of -Belarus away from 
democratic reforms and re- 
spect for human' rights”, the 
official said. - 

The issue is atectawfcwaxdfor 
Moscow. Faced with increas- 
I ingiy '' Vlfestvirai^IqdUag 
e mrhe nts m the. Ukraine and; 
the Baltic states* Russia needs 
-Bdaras as a oori^ortinough 
. wfricbto pope its bd- end-gas to 
Western Birope. Moves are 
afoot to-foither integrate the 
two countries, winch are already 
bound together in an econom- 
ic imkra. ' " ' ■ ' J V 
. - Mr Lukashenko's autocratic . 
conduct, which is generally 
heavily czitidsed in the Russian '! 
media, complicates Moscow’s 


Renew 



Lukashenko: Referendum 
gave him sweeping powers 

already uneasy relations whh 
the West. The republic has al- 
ready been stripped of its ‘‘spe- 
cial guest" status in the Council 
of Europe because its consti- 
tution is flagrantly undemocra- 
tic. However, yesterday the 
Kremlin was playing down the 
fracas, saying it would have no 
effect on integration and was an 
internal matter for Belarus. 
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on, is the European 
running on track? 



• 'A" 1 R.^££Tv* 


Ra^ .and flowers 
se^partywheelsin 

birth 

6t ^Unl6n^ : writes 

^^irakHelm x-X 


^e ^ha ys . bees' laid' viijth the; 



5tfce Force 
_ at 

■>“tunes for ■ . Europe-* - and;"a; 

JorEizft^&lias beenpre- 
-pairedby Uie association of am- 
ici deltEuropa -'• friends- of 
- Europe; {Even; the- Pope, 'it 
seems; isjoimug m the- the fan:- 
A short film entitled Giovanni 
PaohMinEumpq is tofeshbwn 
mlheOjxra. /. . ‘. 

■ Home is today celebrating a 
40th birthday— me anmveisaiy . 

. of the ingoing of the Tieaty of 
Rome— and the Italians are de- 
termined to stage the event in 
style. After all; Italy was one of 
the exclusive ciub of six which 
was here at the both the com- 
mon market — or, as it is now, 
•the European Unionl ; 

Particularly among those 
founding ax- Germany, France, 
Italy, tbe'Netherlands.Bdghnn 
and Luxembomg- nostalgia will 
no doubt hang heavy in the air 
as they look back to their early 
ideals and objectives. It was all 
about achieving peace, they will 
recall. The words of Jean Mon- 
net, principal architect of the 
Treaty of Rome, who called for 
"the victors and vanquished of 
two world wars to exercise joint 
sovereignty over their joint re- 
sources'* -will no doubt be re-' 
called. Self-congratulation is 
bound to ring out over the pop- 1 
ping balloons: .‘"Forty years- of 
peace,” Jacques Sanien the Eu- 
ropean Commission president 
was heard to proclaim yesterdsy 
before the celebrations had 
even begun, “forty more years", 
they wifi ah chant today. 

And, of course, there will be 
the usual party jokes. /‘Re- 
member "how you Brits said 
the treaty stood no drance,” the 
six will tease, referring to the 
scorn which the British poured 
upon the draff Rome treaiyfo 
1955. “Momieur le President, 
messieurs, au revoir et bonne 
.chance," scoffedpipe-smoking 



-Stalled: A Belgian worker from Renault placing a trolley In front of the Brussels- London Eurostar yesterday, as a protest against the Vilvoorde plant closure, 
following unionist marches in the Belgian capital a week ago against rising job losses, inhumane firms and uncaring governments Photograph: Reuters 


Russell Bretherton, Britain’s 
envoy to those treaty negotia- 
tions, before walking out and 
. banging Britain’s door against 
Europe for another 18 years. 

Yet, like any 40th. birthday, 
this one will be characterised not 
just by nostalgia and jollity, but 
also by soul-searching and self- 
doubt Tbday’s 15 member states 
are about to set out on another 
round of integration by signing 
the Treaty, of Amsterdam, In 
Jtme,'and embarking cm Eco- 
notpic and Monetary Union on . 
I JMpaty 1999. The next round 
of. enlargement, bringing in ‘ 
countries from eastand central ; 


Europe, is also about to begin. 

These events bring big 
change and big questions for 
Europe. And. as anyone who 
has had a 40th birthday knows, 
the biggest question of all is - 
what is it all for? 

'VhdavHavel, President of the 
Czech Republic - an aspiring 
member-asked this question in 
particularly poignant terms dur- 
ing a recent address to the Eu- 
ropean Parliament “I find,” he 
sakt /that as Europe goes ahead 
with its unification it has>to re- 
discover, consciously embrace 
and m some way articulate its 
soul or its spirit, its underlying 


idea, its purpose and its inner 
ethos ... and, finally, ascertain 
what its mission is.* 

Many of Europe's leaders 
would today still answer that 
that mission is peace. But even 
among the founding six the old 
rhetoric rings hollow with or- 
dinary people. Younger gener- 
ations, who have forgotten the 
war, are no longer, prepared to 
blindly follow the early ideals of 
Europe’s founding fathers, and 
.are asking tough questions 
#boiit what economic benefits 
‘-~Europe will bring and what 
their stake is in its future. 

Newer members largely 


joined for economic reasons. 
The reluctant Danes, for ex- 
ample, were told that the Euro- 
pean Union was about being 
able to sell butler and bacon. 
But. today, doubts abouL the 
economic aims of Europe are as 
deep as they ever have been. 
Rising unemployment and 
spending cuts are being blamed 
on efforts by member states to 
meet the criteria for economic 
and monetary union. 

Since the "end of the Cold 
Wfer, enlargement has increas- 
ingly been offered as the new 
“mission" for the union. Bring- 
ing in the former Soviet bloc 


countries will give integration a 
form of moral underpinning, 
leaders hope. 

The new draft treaty for 
Amsterdam proposes another 
possible new “mission". The EU 
should aim to create an area of 
“freedom, justice and security" 
says the document, in an effort 
to combat international crime, 
terrorism and drug trafficking. 

All these new missions for 
Europe will no doubt be set out 
during the 40th anniversary. 
But the union appears to have 
Utile idea of how to communi- 
cate them to its “citizens”. 

Leading article, page 17 


Children could explain 
Canada cult suicides 

Quebec police are hoping three teenagers, who apparently 
opted not to join jheir parents in a ritual cult suicide at the 
weekend, will help them unravel some of the continuing 
mystery surrounding the Order of the Solar Temple 
doomsday cult. Authorities had believed the cull was no 
longer active in Quebec until a hen ritual in a farmhouse 
at Saint-Cusimir near Quebec City left live people dead. 
When police and firefighters airbed at die burning 
farmhouse on Saturday evening they found two boys used 
13 and lt> and a girl aged 14 in an adjoining huilding in a 
confused and apparently drugged state. They were put into 
the custody of a social agency. - Hugh Winsor - Quebec 

Papuan ministers resign 

Ministers in the cabinet of Papua New Guinea Prime 
Minister Sir Julius Chan resigned en masse \eslerday. 
piling more pressure on Mr Chan to quit over his hiring of 
foreign mercenaries. Five ministers either resigned or " 
promised to resign ahead of a parliamentary resolution to 
force him to resign over a S3bm contract with the British 
firm Sandline International for mercenaries to crush a 
rebellion on Bougainville island. The army has also set Mr 
Chana deadline to quit before parliament resumes this 
afternoon. Reuters - Port Moresby 

Albanian PM seeks help 

The Albanian Prime Minister Bashkim.Fino flew in Runic 
yesterday lor talks with European Union foreign ministers 
aimed at winning EU help in bringing order to his country. 
Italy is to turn away boats bringing Albanians to its ports in 
an uncontrolled exodus across "the Adriatic. AP - Tirana 

Nigerian protesters target Shell 

Some 12f» Shell staff and contractors, all Nigerians, were 
being held at oil inia Nations overrun at the weekend by 
villagers involved in a dispute with a Niger delta k*eal 
government. The oil company, often the target of 
environmental protests in Nigeria, said it had passed on a 
list of demands to the Delta Slate government but hud not 
been asked to mediate and had nm requested government 
help to remove the protesters. Reuters - London 

Savimbi pledge on parliament 

Angola’s Unita rebel leader. Jonas Savimbi. promised that 
all Uni t a members of a new unity parliament would he in 
Lhc capital Luanda within 24 hours, clearing the way for its 
delayed inauguration. Mr Savimbi. who has been stalling on 
a commitment to *.end in his party' s MPs. made his pledge 
after meeting visiting United Nations secretary general 
Kofi Annan. Reuters - Bail undo, Angola 

Renault workers block Eurostar 

Some 200 workers from the Renault car plant in Vilvoorde 
blocked high-speed trains to Paris and London to protest at 
the planned closure ot their lav lory. The workers prevented 
Eurostar trains to London and the Paris-bound Thulys 
trains from starting their runs front Brussels Midi station. 

AP - Brussels 

Ancient Egyptian had cancer 

Egyptian expert* have found early evidence of cancer in the 
skull of a workman who helped build the Giza pyramids 
4.600 years ago. Reuters - Cairo 


Fed up with your bapk charging for 
basic services such as duplicate! 
statements and stopping cheques? 
We think you'll find that at Abbey 
National we have a fresher view 
of banking. For example; we believe 
that these basic services shouldn't) 
cost you anything which Is why 
we don't charge anything Tor. them. 
Think how much that would save you 
a year.. It's just one of the features 
that makes an Abbey National^ 
Bank Account so refreshing. What's 
, moos, 50 lhat the transfer from 
... old bank runs smoothly, newi 
customers can enjoy aoJnterest free 
overdraft for four months! You can! 

open an Abbey Natkted Bank) 
Account from the comfort of your] 
own home. Sirhply’caH-Abbey 
National Direct on 0500 200 500 
Alternatively, if you would like more 
information simply call into yourl 
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ff you buy a MESH PmverMetBa PC before 
the Bank Holiday Deadline using our 
Special Fmanciai Arrangements, you can pay 
NOTHING until September! 

Place your order now and you wii also receive: 

Arcade quality 3D Orapblcs through 
your Television 

fl-733 Extra 800Mb of Hard Disk Storage 
{Upgrade from 1-7 to 2.5Gb) 

World famous Microsoft En carta 97 

High quality Desktop Microphone 

Upgrade to Lotus Smart sotte 97 

laEEft Serif PagePlus DTP Software 
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PowerMedia 

133 


■ Intel 133MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 512Kb PH*** Bust Mode Cache 

■ 16Mb Fast EDO RAM 

■ 1.7Gb E-IDE Hard Disk 

■ AH 2Mb SGRAM Gaphic Acc&e/ator 

■ 15" F5T Digital Cotow Monitor 

■ 12 Speed CD ROM drive 

■ Creative Labs SoundBlaster 16 

■ Stereo Speakers 

■ 28300 FaVModem with Pipex 
Internet access & Tel- Me 


£999 


£1173.83 


From only £999 you can 
now buy an Internet Ready 
Multimedia PC from our 
Award Winning Range! 

By purchasing one of these 
amazing systems before our 
Bank Holiday Deadline you 
will receive one of a limited 
number of machines with the 
latest Arcade Quality 3D 
Graphics Accelerators. 
In addition to supporting 
Digital Video Disk (DVD), they 
can also be plugged straight 
Into your television, letting you 
Sboot-em-up or Smf-tbe-Net 
on the BIG SCREEN. 

To order call MESH Sales 
now on 0181 4B2 1111. 
Delivery by Insured Courier is 
within 5 Days'* and there are 
3 Ways to Pay*. 


PowerMed/a 
166 MMX! 


I Intel l£6MKz Pentium Processor 
with MMX Technology 
I 512Kb Ppelre Burst Mode Cache 
1 16Mb Fast EDO RAM 
1 1.7Gb E-IDE Hard Dtsl 
I All 2Mb S&tAM Graphc taeteralw 
1 15’ FST Digital Colour Monitor 
1 12 Speed CD ROM dms 
I Creative Labs SoundBlaster 16 
I Stereo Speakers 
I 28.800 FavModerr. with Pipex 
Internet access & Tel- Me 


£1199 S- 


£1408.83 ^^ 


Pentium 200 MMX*add £150?+ VAT • 



PayNow-Defivny 
within S days 

Pay the whole amount 
by credit card or 
cheque. 


APR 


Sta Months Interest 
FtooGrorftt 

No Deposit and nothing 
to cay for 6 months. 


Pay over 3 years 

No Deposit ana nothing 
to pav for 6 months. 

Then pay wer 36 months 

119 9*. APR) 

Oft Pay £500 Deposit and 
then 36 monthly pa,Tnern; 
117.9"; APRL 





MESH Win PC PLUS Long Term Achievement Award 


At the PC Pins 1997 annual awards ceremony, MESH Computers Pic took the highly 
coveted Long Term Achievement Award for producing Award Winning Systems with 
Excellent Service at a Competitive Price over the course of the last 10 years. 
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COMPUTERS PL 

MESH House, Ap&ley Way. 
London NW2 THF 

Tel: 0181 J52 1111 Fax: 018i rOS 4-1 
E-mall: sales^meshp!t.co.L* 


TO ORDER CALL 0181 
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Deadlock over 
Israeli security 


Patrick Cock bum 

Jerusalem 

The Palestinian leadership has 
rejected Israel’s demand for se- 
curity co-operation in the wake 
of the suicide bomb in Tel Aviv. 
Mohammed Dahl an. the head of 
the Palestine Security Service in 
Gaza, yesterday said: “Wc 
stopped the security activities and 
intelligence co-operation as a re- 
sult of Israeli violations of the 
agreement by continuing to es- 
tablish settlements." 

Israel continues to accuse 
Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader, of giving a “green light" 
to suicide bombers by not ar- 
resting them. Hamas, the Islamic 
militant organisation, said iL was 
giving “the mercy bullet" to the 
peace process. 

Mr Dahlan said: “We wfll not 
accept or deal with Israeli con- 
ditions and will treat them as if 
they didn't crisL" 

Mr Arafat, who is on a nine- 


day tour of east Asia, blames the 
recent increase in violence on the 
building of a new Jewish settle- 
ment in Jerusalem. 

Benjamin Netanyahu, the Is- 
raeli Prime Minister, is trying to 
convince the outside world that it 
is Mr Arafat who is guilty of un- 
dermining the Oslo peace process, 
while his own han rk are 
There was continuing rioting 
in Hebron and Bethlehem yes- 
terday with 200 Palestinian po- 
lice in Hebron forming a barrier 
to stop stone throwers attacking 
Israeli soldiers. General Moshe 
Yaalon, the head of Israeli mil- 
ilary intelligence, said that Jibrfl 
Rajoub, the bead of Preventive 
Security on the West bank, was 
fomenting the riots while pre- 
tending to rein in the rioters. Mr 
Rajoub said: “My guys were on 
the streets to try to control the 
situation." 

The United States has so far 
refused to endorse Israel's alle- 
gation that Mr Arafat gave a 


green light for the suicide attack. 
Madeleine Albright, the US Sec- 
retary of State, said there was no 
proof the accusation was true. Is- 
raeli analysis suggest this neutral 
position is to balance the Amer- 
ican veto of two UN Security 
Council resolutions condemning 
the building of the Jewish settle- 
ment at Har Homa. The US 
wants to retain some credibility 
as a mediator in the eyes of the 
Palestinians. 

It is unclear what Mr Ne- 
tanyahu will do if there is another 
suicide bombing. General Am- 
□on Lipkin-Shahak, the chief of 
staff, says Israel does not want 
to reoccupy the Palestinian con- 
trolled enclaves, which would 
touch off a wider war. But if it 
does not it is left with few options 
for preventing another bombing. 
Mr Netanyahu would also find 
it difficult to compromise nnleas 
he did so in the context of form- 
ing a coalition government. 

Middle East terror; page 19 






Breach of peace: A Palestinian poficeman yesterday pushing an Arab. pratestCTawoy.frbni Raehefs Tomb, a Jewish holy she in BetWehemPhotogapb: Reutas 
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‘7?; Stephen Vines . . 

:£i Hong Kong 

S3 " ' 

^ The trappings of power still sur- 

round the outgoing colonial ad- 
'■ ministration but they are mere 
Mappings. Understandably n^ 
Triple arc asking: who will wield 
reaJpower in the new order? 

They are not inquiring about 
the status of Tung Chee-hwa, 
the Chief Executive, who will 
head the first post-colonial gov- 
' eminent, nor axe they curious 
-* about his senior officials who, 

* with just one exception, will be 
inherited from the old order. 
What they really want to know 

, is who will be most influential 
; from behind the scenes. 

■ In the new Hong Kong the 
w really influential people will be 
the big league businessmen. It 
is hardly a coincidence that Mr 

* Tung himself is' drawn from 
u the ranks of the colony’s lead- 
ing tycoons and feels comfort- 
able with those from a similar 
background. The Chinese lead- 

I ership also feels relaxed in the 
• company of these tycoons who 
pride themselves on pragmatism 
and are impatient with the. 
niceties of democratic politics. 

la recent years the tycoons 
have lost some ground to a new 
breed of elected politiriah&and 
professionals, but the big busi- 
ness bosses remained influen- 


tial and acquired proxies drawn 
from tins group of politicians. 
China, however .wanted to see 
the businessmen in the front 
ranks of the committees it es- 
tablished to prepare for the han- 
dciver of power and so they were 
drawn back into the limelight. 

Although it may not have 
been appreciated at the time the 
most important of the Chinese 
advisory committees was the 
first, set up in March 1992, af- 
ter the constitution for the new 
Hong Kong had been drafted 
and China was getting down to 
the nuts and bolts of resuming 
sovereignty over Hong Kong. 
The main qualification for ap- 
pointment seemed to be wealth. 
Eighteen advisers in this com- 
mittee weremulri-nrilbonaires, 
including Mr Tung who was then 
little known outside shipping cir- 
cles. He was joined by the far 
better known Li Ka-shing, 
Hong Kong’s richest man, who 
remains one of the most influ- 
ential people in the colony. 

Mr Thug may also be classi- 
fied as a representative of “old” 
money, tzmike Mr Li, and oth- 
er appo in t e es such as the film 
tycoon Sir Run Run Shaw and 
the construction billionaire 
Gordon Wl Old money, which 
in Hong Kong can mean mon- 
ey passing from the first to the 
second generation, was repre- 


Time running out: The Hong Kong stock exchange continues to make money for investors in the last months before Peking takes over the colony 


seated in even greater numbers. 

The old money group in- 
cluded the banker David Li, the 
young and ambitious Vincent 
Lo, who made a fortune from 
property development by build- 
ing on another made by his fa- 
ther, and Edgar Cheng, 
chairman of the stock exchange. 

David Li was also among the 
group of most prominent turn- 
coats who switched overnight 
from being cheer-leaders for the 
colonial regime to supporters of 
the new order. He was joined 
by the ambitious Nellie Fong, 
now a member of Mr Tung's 
cabinet Maria lam. a banister, 
is another prominent member 
of this group. She was co-opt- 
ed into the colonial government 
as something of a rebel, but 
quickly became one of its most 
loyal mouthpieces, helping to 
form a rather unsuccessful pro- 
Peking political party. 

Aside from Ms lam, there 
were three other prominent 


ship jumpers who had served on 
the Governor's Executive 
Council or cabinet. One is Sir 
Sze-yuen Chung, who was once 
the council's senior non-gov- 
ernment member, and was re- 
cently appointed as the senior 
member of Mr Tung's cabinet. 
Lo Tak-shing moved rather 
more quickly across the tracks 
to phay a highly mischievous role 
in using his British background 
to warn the Chinese of all the 
dastardly tricks which he saw the 
British playing. The third is 
Rita Fhn,whonow presides over 
China’s rival legislature. 

More predictably, China be- 
stowed membership on long 
standing business supporters 
such as Henry Fbk, who had 
helped China in breaking em- 
bargoes during the difficult 
period of the Korean war. Mr 
Fok is widely viewed as China's 
closest business ally, but there 
are others such as Tsui Ikin- 
tong, who has dose connections 


with China’s arms industry, and 
Ikane Hin-chi. the head of the 
Goldlion group with extensive 
retail interests in China. 

Alongside the businessmen. 
Peking rewarded long time sup- 
porters of the Chinese govern- 
ment. including trades unionists 
and professionals such as the 


trades unionist Cheng Yiu- 
tong, the teacher Cheng Kai- 
nam and the veteran Xu Xirain. 
a magazine publisher who is suf- 
ficiently ancient and confident 
of his position not to fear mak- 
ing the occasional gesture to 
China's opponents. 

An important inclusion in the 


group was Leung C'taun-ying 
{another Tung cabinet mem- 
ber). then just 37-years-old. hut 
dearly marked for a key role in 
the new order. As a student Mr 
Leung had been associated with 
anti-colonial activities but this 
did not prevent him from study- 
ing in Britain nor from building 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 

his early career as a surveyor by 
working For the British owned 
property consultants Junes 
La mg Wooton. He left to form 
his own successful property 
conglomerate. Mr Leung is 
widely regarded as next in line 
in be Chief Executive after Mr 
Tuna retires. 
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weaponry 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

and agencies 

~ t? 

The head of China’s 2-mil lion- 
stxong army met British defence 
bosses yesterday as part of a 
five-day tour of the United 
Kingdom aimed at wanning up 
relations. The most significant 
encounter was with Michael 
H esc 1 tine, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, suggesting that arms 
sales were on the agenda. 

A European Union embargo 
on sales of arms to China has 
been in place since the Tianan- 
men Square massacre in 1989. 
But speculation is rising that the 
measure might be coining to an 
end. The Portuguese Defence 
Minister, Antonio Vitorino, 
said yesterday that the EU ban 
may be lifted soon, according to 
the' Portuguese national news 


agency Lusa, “It is natural that 
the issue [erf aims sales] will 
have to be re-examined” since 
relations between China and the 
EUwere being normalised, be 
said in Peking. 

Genera] Fu Quanyou, 66, 
China’s Chief of General Staff, 
who beads the People’s Liber- 
ation Array, also saw his oppo- 
site number, Field Marshal Sir 
Fbter Inge, the Chief of Defence 
Sc^IenanyHanley,theJSfin- 
ister of State at the Foreign Of- . 
fice; and Michael Portillo, the 
Secretary of Slate for Defence. 

General Fu’s visit to Britain 
comes at the end of a European 
tour . which has taken him to 
France, Belgium and Italy. He 
is the most senior defence rep- 
resentative from China to pay 
a full-scale visit to Britain since 
19S9. Chi Haotian, the De- 
fence Minister, stopped over 


briefly last December, en route 
to Washington. 

The Ministry of Defence also 
said that General Fu’s visit was 
to reciprocate the hospitality ex- 
tended to Field Marshal Inge 
when he visited China last No- 
vember. In spiLe of its historic 
importance, the visit has been 
kept very low key. 

Field Marshal Inge will retire 
in two weeks and sources said 
he was anxious that General Fu 
should visit before then. China 
is in the process of reducing its 
mulri-mfifion armed forces, and 
he was also anxious that Gen- 
eral Fu should see a high-tech- 
nology, well-trained, 

professional force, and to con- 
trast this with the staged 
demonstrations which special- 
ly trained Chinese “court divi- 
sions" cany out for visitors. 

Sources admitted that the 
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Chinese might be interested in 
Harrier jump jets although the 
EU embargo meant that the op- 
portunilies for using such visits 
as arms sales pitches were lim- 
ited. Detailed arrangements 
for the handover of Hong Kong 
on 1 July were also discussed. 

Today, General Fu heads for 
RAF Wittering in Cam- 
bridgeshire, to see demonstra- 
tions by the latest Harrier jump 
jets, and to the Permanent Joint 
Headquarters at North wood, 
north-west London. Tomorrow 
he will visit Windsor Castle, the 
Defence Evaluation and Re- 
search Establishment experi- 
mental airfield at Boscombe 
Down, Hampshire, and the 
Royal School of Artillery at 
Larkhill, Wiltshire, where he will 
see Britain’s latest quick-firing 
gun, the AS 90. He will also vis- 
it the naval base at Portsmouth. 
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BUYING 
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THE BOOK 


Don't buy a mobile phone 
until you've read the Cellphones Directory. 

It cuts through the confusion and helps you avoid 
making an expensive mistake. It explains the 
differences between analogue and digital. 

How to select the right tariff. Which model to choose. 

What the real costs are. The pitfalls to avoid. And 
ensures you get the mobile phone package that's best 
for your particular needs. The Cellphones Directory 
spells it out clearly, concisely and honestly. 
Please call now quoting ref 8050, or complete the 
coupon for your free 28 page colour copy by return. 
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The name to trust in telephone shopping 


Please send me the latest issue of the Cellphones Directory. 


Postcode 
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Call the States for only 10p a minute, anytime 
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obituaries / gazette 


Alexander 

Salkind 


*YouTJ believe a man can fly!" 
was the slogan dreamed up by 
the genius publicist Gordon 
Arnell for the film that could be 
said to have been the apogee of 
Alexander Salkind' s career as a 
producer. For not only was Su- 
perman: the movie (1978) im- 
mensely popular with the 
public, it also swiftly became the 
most profitable film in the his- 
tory of Warner Bros, spawning 
three sequels, creating a film 
star out of Christopher Reeve, 
and totally justifying Salldnd's 
faith in developing a mere idea 
expounded to him by his own 
son Dya, who loved the comic 
strips as a boy. 

The scale of Superman was 
immense, and typified the com- 
bination of gut instinct, perse- 
verance and understanding of 
cinematic scale that seemed to 
typify the best work of Salkind. 

He liked to see himself as the 
last of a dying breed, a great in- 
ternational independent film 
producer, a regrettably small co- 
terie that would include Alexan- 
der Korda and Sam Spiegel, 
Jewish refugees who cared 
more about movies than about 
the money needed to make 
them. Indeed, like these two gi- 
ants. Salkind rarely had any per- 
sonal funds, living well from 
budgets raised and the fees he 
paid himself. Like those two, 
Salkind respected talent, and 
was generous (sometimes over- 
generous) in paying for it: Mar- 
ion Brando's salary for playing 
Superman's real father was 
$3m for just 13 days work, al- 
though Brando himself showed 
his own generosity towards the 
Salkinds by granting an extra 
day of re-shooting without de- 
manding more money. Howev- 
er, when Salkind wanted louse 
Brando footage in Superman II, 
Marlon nicked the idea totally. 
Mario [The Godfather) Puzo 
was paid $350,000 plus 5 per 
cent of the gross to develop the 
Superman comic strip into the 
film, and playing villain Lex 
Luthur enabled Gene Hackman 
to pocket S3m. Salkind knew 
how. and more importantly, 
where, to spend money. In 
Britain, both Pinewood and 
Twickenham studios have reason 
to be grateful to the Salkinds. 

Alexander Salkind was the 
son of the noted film executive 
Michael Salkind, and spent his 
early years in Britain while his 
father dallied on movies with 
Garbo and Dietrich. Alex was 
actually bom in Danzig, Ger- 
many (which became Gdansk, 
Poland), and retained an inde- 
terminate accent throughout 


his life. He was educated in 
Berlin, but that soon became 
impossible for anyone of Russ- 
ian -Jewish descent, and the 
Salkinds decamped to Latin 
America, where Alex followed 
his father into international co- 
production making his debut as 
a producer by packaging II 
Modemo Barba Azul ("A Mod- 
ern Bluebeard") in 1945, star- 
ring an unfortunate Buster 
Keaton, now on his uppers. In 
Mexico, Alexander Salkind 
found his wife, the flamboyant 
and eccentrically creative Berta 
Dominguez D, who would col- 
laborate on the screenplays of 
his future productions, and in 
1947, she gave birth to a son, 
Dya. who Alex would train up 
to be his own producer. 

After a protracted stay in 
both Cuba and Mexico, the 
Salkinds (as the industry came 
to know them) returned to Eu- 
rope. Alex wheeled and dealed, 
and raised enough money in 
Paris to make two notable 
movies with two of the world's 
greatest directors, Orson 
Welles's The Trial (1962) and 
Abel Gance 'sAusteriitz ( 1959), 
both shown internationally in 
En glish, thus beginning a some- 
what disturbing trend for com- 
mercial international casting 
and casual disregard for lip- 
sync hr a rusarian, but clearly es- 
tablishing an early reputation 
for selecting both talent and 
subjects, not to mention a 
shrewd sense of potential com- 
mercial screen afterlife. 

For Alexander Salkind the 
world was small: he made 
movies in London {Ballad In 
Blue, 1965. starring Ray 
Charles, directed by Paul Hen- 
reid), Mexico (Hoist Buchholz 
in Cervantes, 1967), and in 
Spain {.Light at the Edge of the 
World, teaming Kirk Douglas 
and Yul Brynner, 1971), but was 
still hims elf living on the fi- 
nancial edge. These films 
weren’t good, nor were they par- 
ticularly successful. Indeed, 
Cervantes, in particular, was a 
catastrophe. In central Europe, 
Salkind returned to the Blue- 
beard theme with Richard 
Burton and a covey of contem- 
porary cities in Edward 
Dmytryk’s 1972 Bluebeard , and 
the same year produced /SiPwith 
Jean Seberg and James Mason. 



The SaBunds: Alexander, right, with Hya, his son and collaborator 


Lester, and cannily split into two 
features - thereby doubling the 
profits - The Thee Musketeers 
and The Four Musketeers (both 
1974) with an all-star, but inex- 
pensive, cast headed by Faye 
Dunaway, Oliver Reed, Raquei 
Welch and Richard Chamber- 
lain. were an international suc- 
cess, and brought prestige to the 
Salkinds by The Three Musketeers' 
being selected as the Royal Film 
of its year. Never one to waste 
resources, Salkind then filmed a 
version of The Prince and the Btu- 
per on the same sets, with a sim- 
ilar cast and technicians and the 
same financial strategy. Not a hh, 
the film achieved cultural noto- 
riety in America, where as 
OoBscrfSworefait became the last 
movie to play the Radio City Mu- 
sic Hall. 

The seeds of Superman were 
sown. In a massive pre-sale 
campaign, the Salkinds virtual- 
ly took over Cannes, with 
buzzing aeroplanes trailing the 
as-yet uncast movie. They want- 
ed Robert Redford as the Man 


of Steel, but a mutually accept- 
able fee couldn't be found, mid 
The seeds were being sown for . -Paul Newman was next ap- 
raising future finance for a mas- preached. Newman declined. 


ter-stroke, an all-star reworking 
of Alexandre Dumas’ The Three 
Musketeers, shot in Yugoslavia 
and financed by a source iden- 
tified only as a parent company 
in Panama. Directed by Richard 


and was then offered the Lutbor 
role eventually played by Gene 
Hackman. Other stars ap- 
proached to play Superman in- 
cluded Ryan O'Neal, Burt 
Reynolds, Sylvester Stallone, 


Kris Kristofierson, David Soul 
and even Clint Eastwood and the 
late Steve McQueen. Eventual- 
ly the stage actor Christopher 
Reeve was selected and Reeve's 
sense of fun and irony, combined 
with a vigorous supervised body- 
building routine, proved to be 
ideal, and shrewd, casting by the 
Salkinds. After all. Reeve wasn’t 
expensive, and the money could 
be spent elsewhere. 

In searching for a director, 
the Salkinds simply looked to 
the top of the Variety top- 
grosser charts of the week their 
cash was finally in place, and 
took Richard Donner. whose 
The Omen (1976) was at num- 
ber 1. In securing Donner, and 
especially his editor Stuart Baird, 
the Salkinds made the wisest of 
all decisions. Donner brought to 
Superman a style and apace that 
justified the expense, and set an 
example that other super-hero 
movies have yet to live up to. 

Superman was a hard act to 
follow, and after the Three Mus- 
keteers trick of splitting the 
footage into two movies, creat- 
ing Superman II (1980), the< 
S alkin ds continued with Super- 
man m (1983), Supergiri (1984); 
and Superboy , the television 
series, before franchising out 
Superman IV (1987) to the 
more downmarket Cannon. 

In between Supergirl and the 
next venture. Santa Claus: the 


movie (1985), Alexander Salkind 


an affectionate Valentine written 
by and starring his wife Berta, 
who played the female lead un- 
der the pseudonym of Cassandra 
Domenica opposite Tory Curtis 
in the charmingly anarchic Where 
Is Parsifal? (1985), an anti-capi- 
talist plea for tolerance and un- 
derstanding. A slight fable with 
an all-star cast, including Orson 
Welles, Peter Lawford, Donald 
Pleasanoe and Ron Moody, it was 
a movie which indicated mat, un- 
derneath S al kin d's steel grey 
hair and cultured, though seem- 
ingly rapacious, international 
manner, there beat the heart of 
a liberal hu manitari an, egalitar- 
ian, and benevolent soul, epito- 
mised by Curtis’s Parsifal 
Katzenellenbogen. the inventor 
of sky-writing (“You’ll believe 
a slogan can fly”). Nobody saw 
the movie. 

Santa Claus was a disap- 
pointment, though the sets and 
score were impressive, but to- 
tal disaster loomed with Christo- 
pher Columbus : the discovery 
(1992). Despite the tired pres- 
ence of Brando as a seemingly 
absent-minded. Torquemada, 
the film was shabby, under- 
funded, under-written (parity by 
Berta) and under-directed, and 
hadthe bad luck to dash with 
a Gerard Depardieu starring 
version of the same tale. 


Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 

There was much litigation in- 
volved in Christopher Columbus, 
and both Alexander and Hya 
spent time in court fighting over 
their losses. No stranger to liti- 
gation, S alkin d was internation- 
ally known for taking Warner 
Bros to court over Superman, in- 
sisting they pay him an extra 
$15m for foreign distribution. 
Warners acquiesced to what ef- 
fectively was a money hijack 
and both parties did weD. But on 
Christopher Columbus the prod- 
uct was weak, the court case un- 
balanced, and almost resulted in 
S alkind s losing both passion 
and desire to produce. There 
were to be no more movies. 

Alexander Salkind typified 
the public image of a film pro- 
ducer, and he lived the role to 
the hilL Revelling and glorying 
in success, undismayed by fail- 
ure, he succeeded in creating a 
producing dynasty, and a name 
that earned industry respect, if 
not public recognition. The 
background no longer exists to 
nurture such talent but what 
Salkind possessed in his heart 
and soul, qp film school could 
ever teach. 2. 

• ’ - 7.x. s ToitySloman 


Alexander SaUdnd, film produc- 
er bom Danzig Germany 2 
June 1921 ; married Berta 
Domingpez D (one son); died 
Neuilfy, France 8 March 1997. 


Gordon Underwood 


When in 1983 Gordon Under- 
wood was asked by the British 
Council to set up a sport teach- 
ing programme in the Sudan, he 
was astounded by the students 
there who, despite having no 
equipment or facilities, were 
motivated and resourceful, 
kicking a football made of 
wound-up cloth with their bare 
feet. One man walked for 12 
days across the desert to meet 
him. having missed the bus. 

Underwood was always im- 
pressed by physical achieve- 
ment through determination. 
He was an early practitioner in 
Britain of "sport science" - the 
study of the mental skills of ath- 
letes. This year he had been 
working with a member of the 
British Mogul ski-team, Tim 
Dudgeon, preparing for the 
1998 winter Olympics in Japan 
and had just written two new 
self-help sport psychology 
hooks, one for rugby players 
I Mental Skills Training for Rug- 
hy, 1996), the other for orien- 
tcers [Mental Skills Training for 



Underwood: sport science 

Orienteering, 1997. co-written 
with Steve Bird), which were the 
beginning of a planned series. 

His first book. The Physical 
Education Curriculum in the 
Secondary School : planning and 
implementation, was published 
in 1983, followed by Teaching 
and Learning in Physical Edu- 
cation: a social psychological 

perspective, in 198S. 

Underwood was bom in 1933 


in Lincolnshire, and as a boy was 
athletic and ambitious. He 
played rugby at Deacon's 
School. Peterborough, and 
was selected for Northampton 
county under- 16 rugby team. 
After National Service in the 
Royal Army Service Corps 
he became a captain in the 
Territorial Army. 

Between 1952 and 1954 he 
studied Physical Education at 
King Alfred's College, Win- 
chester, and then at Lough- 
borough College. In 1955 he was 
appointed assistant games mas- 
ter at Harrow County Boys’ 
SchooL He took groups of Har- 
row County boys on rugby touts 
of France, packed into a 
minibus with tents, food, rugger 
kit and enthusiasm. 

In 1963 he was one of the first 
students on the Advanced 
Course in Physical Education at 
Carnegie College, Leeds, and 
received his first lectureship 
there in 1964. aged 32. He was 
a natural leader and gifted 
teacher and his interest in the 


academic aspect of sport and 
education developed as knowl- 
edge of athletic performance 
advanced into areas of sociol- 
ogy and psychology. It was ac- 
cepted at this time that in order 
to excel in any sport peak phys- 
ical fitness was essential. What 
began to emerge was the real- 
isation that the difference be- 
tween winning and coming 
fourth was in the mind of 
the athlete: a psychological 
advantage was necessary. 

In 1966 Underwood joined 
the staff at Nonington College 
of Physical Education in Kent. 
He was promoted to Principal 
Lecturer and then to Head of 
the large Department or Move- 
ment Studies. This degree 
course trained PE specialists and 
prospective sport scientists. Un- 
derwood became one of the few 
academic and practising span 
scientists in the country. 

Whilst at Nonington he re- 
ceived an MA from University 
College London and developed 
his interests in curriculum plan- 


ning, skill acquisition and the 
performance of top athletes. 
Among his colleagues was the 
gymnast and international 
swimmer John Wright, a long- 
time friend. 

After the government do- 
sure of Nonington in 1987, which 
Underwood handled with a 
fighting grace, he moved to the 
Sport Science Department at 
Christ Church College, Canter- 
bury, developing and teaching 
the Sport Psychology area of the 
undergraduate course. He re- 
ceived his doctorate in 1989 
and was made an Honorary 
Fellow of the University of Kent. 

In the course of his career, 
Underwood worked in associ- 
ation with many professional or- 
ganisations including the Lawn 
Tennis Association, the Rugby 
Football Union, the Sports 
Council and the under- 16 Kent 
cricket team. 

Gordon Underwood's pas- 
sion for sport never dimin- 
ished. He continued playing 
rugby, he ran a marathon; on his 


60th birthday he descended the 
Otympic bob-sleigh run in La 
Plagne. In recent years he loved 
nothing better than a 10-mile 
bike ride in the woods, followed 
by an England rugby interna- 
tional on television. Four days 
before he died, suddenly and 
unexpectedly, he was in the 
French Alps with his son, ski- 
ing black runs at over 3,200 
metres. 

Helen Underwood Miller 


Gordon Leonard Underwood, 
sport psychologist: bom Market 
Deeping Lincolnshire 8 January 
1933; Senior Lecturer, then Prin- 
cipal Lecturer and Head of the 
Department of Movement Stud- 
ies, Nonington College of Phys- 
ical Education 1966-87; Senior 
Lecturer in Sport Science. Christ 
Church College, Canterbury 
1987-97; consultant lecturer. 
Goldsmiths' College, London 
1994-97; married 1954 Beryl 

Adamson (one son. one daugh- 
ter); died Barham, Kent 11 
March 1997. 


Eugene Guillevic 


One of France's most distin- 
guished contemporary poets 
hated his mother. “J bad a re- 
alty wicked mother,” Eugene 
Guillevic said. Surety no poet 
could hope for a better intro- 
duction to chastened poetic 
style, without an ounce of 
sentimentalism. 

The poet had a sturdy figure 
that made him resemble a walk- 
ing menhir from his native Brit- 
tany. His bead was square, on 
a rounded body, a real stubborn 
Breton face ringed with a trim 
white beard, a white halo of hair, 
thick, dark eyebrows and the 
hand mouth of an unloved child. 
A combination of features that 
became those of his poetry, with 
its mixture of toughness and ten- 
derness, lightness and limpidity. 

It started off with an almost 
painful simplicity that was to be 
refined and sculpted with in- 
creasing care throughout his life. 
His work has a pure unadorned 
openness concealing even in its 
most minim al forms a mysteri- 
ous sin g in g power. The sim- 
plicity was only on the surface; 
below the mask of the sullen 
schoolboy was the heart of all 
humanity. 

Gufllevic’s first book. Re- 
quiem, was published rather 
Late, in 1938, by Tkchann - now 
the most wonderful bookshop in 
Paris, boulevard du Montpar- 
nasse. It contained poems typ- 
ical of the pre-war avant-garde, 
mostly in unrhymed quatrains. 
It had taken him 30 years to 
reach that starting-point Guffle- 
vic was educated at the College 
d’AlUrirch in Alsace, where tus 
sailor father’s second career as 
a gendarme had taken the fam- 
ily from their beloved Brittany. 
Eugene learned La Fontaine’s 
fables by heart at school and 
their dear, ringing style deeply 
influenced his own poetry. 

Fifty years on, in 1989, Gal- 
limard published his long poem 
of nearly 200 pages,ylrt Fodthpte, 



Guillevic: Hkn a walking menhir 

Photograph: Roger-Vtolfet 

and it is dedicated to Jean La 
Fontaine. He was thankful he 
had been made to learn many 
other poets tty heart - a most 
effective learning discipline now 
unfortunately regarded as old- 
fashioned. It was at school, 
too, that he first discovered the 
magic of writing poetry and the 
delights of imaginative compo- 
sition. He rejected emotional 
confession, however true to 
life, saying quite firmly: “All 
good poems are works of the 
imagination." For years, his 
childhood had been filled with 
dreams in which he saw himself 
engraving poetry on the trunks 
of beech trees. 

But he was no dreamy mis- 
fit. He was a brilliant, hard- 
working pupil, and passed with 
ease the difficult examination 
for entry into the Ministry of Fi- 
nance, which led to his becom- 
ing, from 1946 to 1963, when he 
retired, Inspecteur d 'Economic 
Nationale. This career, with ail 
its legal and administrative 
rigour, had a decisive effect 
upon his poetry, enabling him 
to discard all “poeticality" and 
“rigmarole rhyming*. He be- 
came a firm disciple of the 
Object, and disdained the Sur- 


Edward MfllsPureefl, physicist, 
died Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, 7 March, aged 84. Dis- 
covered nuclear magnetic 


realists* new-fangled obsession 
with the Image. (He always re- < 
fused to shake Andre Breton s 
hand, but became a lifelong ad- 
mirer of Raul Eluanfsverse and 
Aragon's lyrical gifts.) He ded- 
icated his 1947 volume Execu- 
toire (“Writ of Execution;) to 
EluarcL He dismissed as idiot- 
ic the prevalent theory of the 
avant-garde that “anv readable 
(i.e. understandable) poem 
must be a reactionary poem". 

Instead of joining the Surre- 
alists, he formed a sort of fam- 
ily group with Jean Follain. 
Andrfi Frenaud, Raymond 
Queneau, Jean Tardieu cfl 
Jean Tbrtel (who wrote a good 
introduction to GuiUevic's work, 
with a selection of his poems, 
in Pierre Segheis' “Pontes <T Au- 
jourd’huT series, new edition 
1990). “We formed a true po- 
etic fraternity,” he said in a ra- 
dio interview on the death of 
Jean Tardieu, lamenting the 
fact that today no such broth- 
erhood exists among poets, 
“who would scratch each oth- 
er's eyes out for an inch of s)»ce 

in some obscure magazine". 

The poets of this group all 
loved painting as much as po- 
etry, and many were the rare, 
exquisite works they produced 
in collaboration with fine print- 
ers and artists. Guillevic's ~1 
poetry editions are numerous, 
expensive (justly so) and much 
sought after by bibliophiles. 
The poems’ “accompaniments" 
or " companumages r as be called 
them were by a wide variety of 
painters - Soul ages, Manessier. 
Picasso, Yukata Sugita, the 
photographer Brassai and many 
others. It was all pan of an ide- 
al yet real fraternal association 
of like-minded societies of po- 
ets, though he had militated 
during the Spanish C3vil War on 
behalf of the Communist Par- 
ty and bravely tried to reconcile 
the irreconcilable - poetry and 
political engagement, even to 
the extent of composing a poem 
to the gloiy of Stalin. When 
the monster's barbaric crimes 
were made public, he rejected 
post -Stalinist communism and-* 
left the party in 1980, on ihtT 
invasion of Afghanistan. 

All this time, Eugene Guille- 
vic was producing book after 
book. His second volume, Ter- 
raqui (“Terraqueous”) was is- 
sued by Gallixuard in 1942. in 
which the later form of his po- 
etry becomes evident, in brief 
lines with hints of refrain about 
everyday objects, as in Chases 
(“Things"): “The wardrobe was 
oak / And was not open. / Per- 
haps the dead might have tum- 
bled out, / Perhaps bread might 
have tumbled out. / A lot of 
dead, / A lot of bread." In his 
notebooks, a great store of 
thoughts, drafts, letters from 
Max Jacob and others, we find 
the above poem, with an added 
line: "And it wasn’t big." He had 
cut the line, deciding it w^* in- 
deed too simple, to the pay,, of 
total emptiness. 

The works that followed of- 
ten contained ever-shorter lines 
of ever-shorter poems, some- 
times combined into narrative 
and visual sequences, as in 
Magnificat (1977). which has 52 
brief sections, minimal in form, 
some of them fragments of 
only two or three lines - "Your 
lip - / the one / the other” - all 
significant individually, but at- 
taining their highest intensity of 
musicality when read as a 
whole. His work will live on. 
crowned with a host of civic and 
literary honours, and with its 
own strange, taut, always sur- 
prising resonances. 

James Kirtcnp 

Eugene Guillevic : poet: bom 
Comae, France 5 August 1907: 
twice married (one daughter and 
one daughter deceased); died 
Paris 19 March 1997. 
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resonance in 1945; shared 
the 1952 Nobel Prize with 
Felix Bloch for discovery of 
magnetic fields in atomic nuclei 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

RAKER: Alin And Caroline loi : c 
Oakes) arc proud to announce the ar- 
rival ot Joseph Louis -the new gen- 
eration of P"n tale Can. 

DEATHS 

BOOTH: Charles Leonard CMC LVO. 
HM Diplomatic Savin: (Retinal), at 
home after a short lilnevs cheerfully 
borne, on 21 March 1997, Lowed huv 
baad nf CidL kniiu (alltct of Qiailn. 
Lvstia. lames and Rachel food grand- 
(aibci and dear brother. Funeral 
service at St Edmund's Church, 
SoulhwokL at 230pm on Wednesday 
2 April l“97 followed by private in- 
lennent. No memorial service. Fam- 
ily Qotten. only njcasc. Donations if 
desired to the Fighttnck HIV and 
Aids Trust. Co Fnbcn (Soulhwold J 
Lai. Field Stile Road. Sou thwWLSuf- 
krtk 1PIX 6LD. 

Announcements for Gratae BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions. Marriages. Deaths. Memo- 
rial services. Wedding anniversaries. In 
Memorfaun) should be sent In writing 
lo the Gazette Edifoc The Independent, 
I Canada Square. Canary Wharf; Loo- 
don E14 SDL telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (24-hour answering machine 
0171-293 2012) or fond to 0171-293 
2010, and arc charged at ALSO a line 
(VAT extra). 


Birthdays 

Sir Brian Bailey, forme r chairman. 
Television South West. 74; Mr Dud- 
ley Barker, writer. 87: Major Sir 
Shane Bkwiu, former Keeper oF the 
Privy Purse. 62; Mr Humphrey Bur- 
ton, writer and broadcaster. 66; Sir 
Kenneth Carlisle MP. 56c Mr Law- 
rence CunliOc MR 6S: Mr Stephen 
Dorrell MP. Secretaiy of State for 
Health. 45; Professor Maty Douglas, 
anthropologist. 76; Professor Sir 
Raymond Firth, anthropologist, 96; 
Mr Nigel Forman MP. 54; Professor 
Sir Patrick Forrest, surgeon, 74; Mr 
Rotten Fox, impresario, 45; Miss 
Antrim Franklin, soul singer, 55; Sir 
Gib bin gs. former chairman, 
Anglia TV. 68; Mz Paul Michael 
Glaser, actor, 53; General Sir James 
Glover, former Commander-in- 
chief, UK Land Forces, 68; Mr 
David Hicks, interior designer, 6$ Mr 
Ellon John, rock singer, 50; Mr 
Geoffrey John, chairman. Food from 
Britain, 63; The Most Rev Ahvvn 
Rice Jcsies. Archbishop or Wales. 63; 
Mr Nick Lowe, rock singer and 
composer, 48; Sir Bernard Miller, for- 
mer chairman, John Lewis Partner- 
ship, 93: Mr Leif Mills, general 
secretary. Banking, Insurance and Fi- 
nance Union. 61; Lord Quinton, 
former chairman of the Board, 
British Library, 72: Miss Dorothy 
Squires, singer, 82; Mr William Tay- 
lor, Commissioner. City or London 
Police. 50; Lord Walker of Worces- 
ter, former MP, 64; Mr Michael 
Whitkun. director-general, British 
Red Cross Society, 50. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Arturo Tbscanini, conductor, 
1867; Bela Bartok, composer. 1881; 
Alan John Pfcrrivale Taylor, histori- 
an, 1906. Deaths: Nicholas Hawks- 
moor, architect. 1836; Anna Seward, 
novelist. 1809; AchiUe -Claude De- 
bussy. composer. 1918; King Faisal 
of Saudi Arabia, assassinated by his 
“mentally deranged" nephew, 1975; 
John Derrick Mordauni Snagge. 
broadcaster, 1996. On this day: the 
British parliament abolished the 
slave trade. 1807; Hamlet became the 
first British film to win an Academy 
Award for “Best Picture". 1949; the 
Treaty of Rome was signed and the 
European Community established. 
1957. Ibday is Lady Day (,fcast of the 
Annunciation) and the Feast Day of 
St Allwold, St Barontius, St Dismas, 
the Good Thief, Si Lucy Flippmi and 
St Margaret Ciiriteraw. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Mari Griffith, 
Jacqueline Lewis, Alexander Sturgis, 
“Relaying the Passion", 1pm. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TbrQanluUi ttUtcUttan: a BadUaiAan Mast 
Tta Prfccr afVtak*. ftcwkoL lie Ptin'i Ttei ml 
Boat is Ifcr GnuH. uttmi. a vnua ut -»*■ 
mamba b * vuteg pn*r In Pant. a Bon Ducb. 

So^kGtgOTniyaiT 3 < Bowrtafl m me C«^B- 

iduh*. rob Hota Vn Laun L'rare. Bjjiy. and 
m ttukka, tbc Pnm'i'thni.Yott* ti* Andu kra 
Irmt fan* neDKkeBrfKM.PicwfcH.rtbodly 

jwv. Kfarkw Bp* Ttann. Swny. 

Changing of the Guard 
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An ordinary woman sitting among her furniture 

Argpments^J^Easter 


Fernand Braudel’s book The Structures 
of Everyday Life tells the stories of the 
things we forget to notice. He consid- 
ers how the most basic ingredients have 
shaped our civilisations: maize, pota- 
toes or rice; the walls and furnishings 
of our buildings; coinage and trade- 
routes. He exploits a rich selection of 
illustrations to illuminate shadowy 
corners of his histoiy. In the section 
on “houses, clothes and fashion", 
Braudel reproduces a painting of the 
Annunciation. Mary, dad soberly, is 
greeted by an angel with sweeping vel- 
vet gown and fine Renaissance wings- 
The author comments: “a bourgeois in- 
terior, southern Germany, in the I5th 
century". 

Braudel has looked past the Blessed 
Virgin and seen the furniture. Contrast 
the words that Fra Angelico wrote at 
the base of his fine fresco of the same 
scene: “When you come before the fig- 
ure of the ever-viigin, take care as you 
go past that your greeting is not silenL” 
The passer-by is drawn into the centre 
of the mystery of human existence: here 
and now, in this woman seated before 
you, God assumed human flesh. 

Marj? is an ordinary woman, sitting 
in a typical room that can reveal to the 
perceptive historian the neglected 


This year; unusually, the feast 
of the Annunciation fells in 
Holy Week. The coincidence 
illuminates a key paradox 
about incarnation and death, 
argues Margaret Atkins. 


structures of late medieval society. Or 
again, Maty is the theotolaxt , the Moth- 
er of God, she through whom creation 
was made new and humanity reconciled 
with Gad. Are we to choose between 
the two stories? 

This year, unusually, the traditional 
date for the Annunciation, 25 March, 
fells within Holy Week. This offers us 
an opportunity to meditate on the re- 
lation between beginning and end, be- 
tween the conception of Christ and his 
death. For the incarnate Son of God 
lived his humanity "even unto death, 
death on a trass" (Phiiippians iLS). The 
story of the incarnation is throughout 
steeped in paradox: the sustainer of the 


universe was nurtured at his mother's 
breast; the author of life was slain. 

Braudel is right Because he who was 
God became fully human, he submit- 
ted himself to the structures of every- 
day life. St Luke emphasised the context 
of ordinary Jewish piety in which Mary 
lived. Her unconditional “yes" to the 
will of God was prefigured by that of 
her cousins Elizabeth and Zachariah. 
The angel who comes to ann ounce the 
birth of John the Baptist interrupts the 
latter in the course of his regular 
priestly duties. And when the baby is 
presented in the Temple we encounter 
the elderly Simeon and Anna, whose 
years of steadfast devotion are re- 
warded by a glimpse of their Messiah. 
This was the spiritual furniture of 
Mary’s life; patient and humble prayer, 
without ostentation. 

As a result, the Son of God too in- 
habited the structures of everyday life. 
He was dependent upon the agricultural 
economy of Palestine, its olives, its com 
and its sheep. He was subject to the 
God-given commandments of his peo- 
ple, and the man-made authority of the 
Roman empire. He too breathed the air 
of Jewish piety, and prayed in the in- 
herited language of the Psalms. He too 
submitted to the basic laws of biology; 


we 
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he hungered, he thirsted, he grew 
weary, he wept. And inevitably, inex- 
orably, he too came to share our fate 
of death. There was no compromise 
with the limitations of human existence. 

And yet. Fra Angelico was also right. 

For the subsequent resurrection was 
amply the completion of the work be- 
gun in Mary’s womb. It was through his 
humanity, through his sharing in Mary's 
flesh, that Christ restored life to the hu- 
man race. The ordinaiy girl from. 
Galilee was indeed the mother of God. v 
What does all this mean for the struc- 
tures of our everyday life? Our world 
is undergirded by a truth lying deeper 
than Braudel’s patterns - the feet of the 
incarnation. God dwelt within his own 
creation in order to reconcile it to hint- 
self. The extraordinary has become or- 
dinary, nature has been saturated with 
grace. The poet Gerard Manley Hop- 
kins compared the Blessed Virgin to 
“the air that we breathe”. The basic 
vital element of his existence was 
the mercy granted through Mary’s 
motherhood, by the life, death and 
resurrection of her son. 

Such are the structures of the Chris- # 

dan’s everyday life. Like a sharp-eyed 
historian, we do well when 
remember the furniture. 
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the leader page 




iat is this election campaign 
about? And is there 
. prospect- of having- die real 
questions asked,. let alone answered? 

. Yesterday. Paddy Ashdown’s battle bus 
setoff on his tourof 100 constituencies, 

: . r with the Liberal Democrat leader 
-..snorting ifedainih%atI^bour , sydjeeaie 
of -the day, a plan to drag recalcitrant 

- fctds into footbafl^tadiuinsafter school, 1 
promising them a tussle on the turf if 
they manage to polish off their fcome- 

ijn hisdayout in Sheffield wcSfae 

- learnt that the Labour leader likes the 
Spice GiriSrOasis and Blur.. The best- 
the Tbries could do for most ofyester- 

- day was to wagasony head at Labors 
plans to restore some limited rights to 
trade union members. 

Now, readers of tins paper, like any- * 
Tone else, no doubt enjoy discovering 
. that Tbny Blair likes tinny, teeny, barids . 

. more than grbwn-up osesvjust as much 
.as- they enjoy peering mio his living- 
roomand admiring the niched curtains 
and firiDy-edged cnshions. But we are 
a week into the election camp aign (yes, 
you have nearly six whole weeksleft to 
jo!) and Voters could be forgiven for 
'^feeling that the whole thin g seems just " 
finite phoney. 1 o . - '; 

So far the most substantial matters 
. of comment — :aside from the serious, 
allegations of sleaze - include The . 
Sun's dedsion.to "support Tbny Blair, 
and the continuing palaver surround- 


ing foe on-off off-qn television debate. 

Is it merety coincidence that these two 
events are - entirely 7 media-related? 
Could it be that the whole business of 


real battle be joined 


Politicians arrange me aningless evenfre 

for reporters and broadcasters to go 
along and write meahinglessty about 
them, convenient locking the whole 
panniaign into a dosed spiral 
’ well, although yoiiinight beforgiy-. 
en for thinking that, it. is not. entirely 
true. The. exdusion of useful argument 
also has a great deal to do with the de- 
• sire of these particular politicians, at this 
particular moment, tnaroid-cc Hifn g i tmg 


jriff suffice. 

-■ Tbday is die 40th anniveisaiy of the 
signing of the Treatyof Room — a mo- 
mentous event in our history, and in the 
history of Europe. The 'Beaty’s ambi- 
tions live onb daily form. Indeed, for 
; the past year we have legitimately 
been expecting a ding-dong debate the 
.moment the campaign began about 
'Britain’s future in Europe; How naive 
we were. The Oonseivativesrie^perately 
-want to avoid discussing Europe as far 
- as {possible, since it -merely highligh ts 
their divisions, and risks someone 
speaking out :of line. Moreover, any 
Cabinet mexuber uttering his or her own 
independent views on Europe is liable 
■ to . be accused of campaigning in die 
post-election election for the Tbry 
leadership. 
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Mr Blair, by contrast, could very eas- 
ily conduct an interesting debate on Eu- 
rope, and our future in iL But he would 
rather not, because he needs to sound 
sceptical with one audience (The Sun' s 
leader writers and editors) while 
promising a committed European en- 
gagement to others (most of our busi- 
ness establishment). 

Here’s another example. Yesterday 
we reported (correctly, as will eventu- 
ally become dear) that the Labour Par- 
ty is considering how to close 
uneconomic hospitals and divert funds 
elsewhere in the health service. As it 
-happens, this is an excellent plan. 


What happens? Chris Smith, Labour's 
health spokesman, responds with hot 
denials. Why? Because he is worried 
that the lories will pounce on it. In fact, 
it took long enough, but eventually Cen- 
tral Office clicked, and called a press 
conference to claim that Labour was 
going to close a specific list of hospi- 
tals in sundry constituencies, and that 
they would be telling local voters all 
about iL 

. In other words. Labour ducked the 
argument, and the Tories twisted it. 
Now, isn’t there something just typical 
going on there? 

What else? Today readers of our front 


page today learn that a close look at the 
lory plans for the public finances over 

the next three years shows that the Con- 
servatives are actually planning steep 
cuts in spending on education and train- 
ing, along with cuts in Home Office- 
funded services, to cover growing social 
security costs. If Labour wins the elec- 
tion, it will have to find that money from 
somewhere. But does anyone dare talk 
about this in the open? 

Anyone going about their daily busi- 
ness in the past few days will surety have 
had several conversations along the lines 
of, “oh, Fm bored with this already. I 
don’t know how well manage six more 
weeks of it.” 

One reason, clearly, is that too 
many people have already decided that 
Labour is so far ahead, that the con- 
clusion is foregone, and that therefore 
everything that happens between now 
and 30 April is so much wet flannel. 
That attitude enables politicians to ap- 
proach the entire campaign in the spir- 
it of evasion: ail Labour's energy will 
go into avoiding mishaps. In reality, 
though, these first two weeks before 
Easter were always likely to have 
been an artificial campaign, taken 
only half -seriously because everyone 
knows that the British public’s atten- 
tion span for election campaigns is un- 
derstandably and sensibly limited. It 
does not mean that anyone should al- 
low the rest of the campaign to be con- 
ducted in this manner. 


The best hope is that the Tories take 
their fighr energetically but with a 
little honesty into the Labour camp, and 
that the rest of us look hard at Con- 
servative plans, which we have mostly 
ignored as “unlikely to happen". So long 
as Mr Major is on his back foot, as he 
has been throughout the first week, nei- 
ther of these things will happen. And 
that is why what the country needs right 
now is for the Conservative campaign 
to get into gear. 

Come dean about 
the soapbox 

R eaders have been writing in about 
the Prime Minister’s soapbox. 
They point out that soap rarely comes 
in boxes, at least big ones, these days. 
Indeed, real soapboxes are about as 
bard to come across as Sopwith Camels, 
spats and wash-houses. So what is Mr 
Major really standing on? Was it 
knocked up specialty - or did it once 
contain some other, perhaps less home- 
ly and cleansing substance? Was it a 
case of neat Dutch courage? Or a live 
ferret box? Or a hamper from Fort- 
nuras, sticky with comfort food? Or a 
hamper, come to that, from Harrods 
food hall? Mr Major, we are a bold, 
campaigning newspaper. We demand 
an answer. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Courts allow 
the abuse 
of patients 

. Sir: The deciaoh of the President 
P of the Family Division to starve a 
’ woman to death (“Legal confiision 
as coma woman allowed to die” 22 
. Mairh)isdisgracefuLItisoneofa 
long line of cases in winch the . 
Family Division, often encouraged 
by the Official Solicitor, has 
sanctioned abases of defenceless .. 

. patients-The Official Soliatorhas 
been particularly active in urging 
courts to impose farced obstetric 
intervention on vulnerable 
pregnant women: the judges always 
agree. -V T' : 

Last year, Mrjustiqe Wall 
ordered that force could be used 
a woman detained inn mental : 
hospital, to impose an induced 
labour or, a CaesareanTTfrg ' ' 
Official Solicitor argued for the use 
of force on his own client Under the 
Mental Health Act-1983. The 
judge’s reasoning for this 
Hjjbarism was that a Caesarean 
vtfis treatment for the woman’s - 

mental disorder: a decision derided 
by many legal criticsi This is the 
man who ordered ah anorexic 
teenager to be locked up a few days 
ago. 

Whatis.pailiciilaxtysinxsteris 
. theanorqh^aflbriiedbythe 
court to foe hospital and the _ 
doctors in this latest case, as in so 
many others. If state hospitals want 
to kill or otherwise abuse their 
patients, they should be forced to 
bring their liases into open conrt, in 
the Queen’s Bench Division. The 
patient should have independent, 
civil liberties lawyers acting for fern 
or hen not the Official Solicitor. 
Then the abuses peqjxtititedby 
secretive family courts would grind 
to a halt. .... 

BARBARA M.HEWSON . 

• Grov'slrm 

' London WC1 ' *■ . 

Sin Sheila Kitzinger (“A battle for 
itrol of women's bodies”. 22 


perpetuate several myths of 
.childbirth,.' 

The impression she gives of 
nature as a perfect midwife is 
cruelly misguided. In “traditional 
culture”, where the practice of 
observant neglect may be 
followed, complications ofbirth 
occur which in this country are 
rarely seen outside a textbook. ' 

' Tlw^ewilenceofpennaiient 
urinary incontinence fo flowing 
prolonged obstructed labour in 
such cultures (Ethiopia being? 
much published example) is high ■ 
andiJinaltfronceni anyone 

dealing with ''the birth process. 

She also continues to paint 
younger obstetricians (amongst - : 

whomIcoindrQyself)asa 

“deskilled* body, unable to turn a 
breech. L and many of my _ 

: coUeaguesof a sitniliar age, have 
\been turning breech teWes around 
|for years. Breech presentation? 
uncommon, however, and for her 
to su gge st that we couldhafee ™e 
Caesarean rate by practising it 
univcisaltyis. wrong. . _ „ 

.1 think what she means is that we 

amid hah* the Caesareanse^on 

rate attongp women with a breecn. 
Much isnot the same at alL There 
have,fertheirtcue,bcenno 
smtabty randomised irialsthat nave 

fii, rM- IffilVK! ' 



Unfair to Straw , 
the ‘deceiver’ 

Sin Folly Tbynbee (“HotyartS’s _ 
dismal legacy - Straw’s great 
opportnnity”, 20 March) really is 
very unfair to Jack Straw: for the 
second time she has sought to 
convey the impression in her ' 
column that he is trying to become 
Home Secretary by deceit. 

After the election, she says he 
will “speak in very different tones” 
about the waste and in effective- 
ness of the Howard/Straw policy of 
taking massive expenditure on 
longer prison sentences. What 
basis does she have to suggest that 
Mr Straw was insincere in 
su p p o r ting large parts of Michael 
Howard’s Crime Bill, and that his 
actions would he the opposite of 
hiswords? 

. If Folly "aynbee herself means 
.What she says about the need for a 
more practical and prevention- 
bared crime policy, she should 
Txack fife liberal Democrats, who 
have consistently opposed 
mandatory sentences. Indeed, it 


cesarean Section iot 
tayoad reasonable doubt, although 
there has been a.greai deal written j 
to the subject. ‘ i 

WrL J ROIJEIITS MRCGP MRCOG j 
^jmsu&mfffioemcimand j 

^yneecologiu . . 

WjMBtOK ' 1 

Mwti&tsftfnr 


was entirely at the Liberal 
Democrats’ insistence that 
Michael Howard was forced to 
accept the crhoal amendment to 
the Bill last week. Labour were 
prepared to let the BiB go through 

without it. 

ALANBEITH,MP . • 

Uberal Democrat Home Affairs 
Spck&man 

House Of Commons 
London SW1 

Sir I was astonished to wad your . 

report (24 March) Ihm the Labour 

party is supposed to have a plan 
fora programme of hospital 
ckKuresshould we be elected on 1 
Mav. Wfe have no such plans. 


Indeed, specifically in relation to 
London, we have always said that 
we will put a moratorium on 
farther hospital closures whilst we 
have a year-long independent 
review of the overall hospital 
needs of the capital city. 

We have also recently ou timed 
our proposals to insist in future - 
where a closure of a hospital or 
facility is suggested - that a public 
local hearing should be held, akin 
to apubBc inquiry, to give the local 
community the opportunity to 
. cross-examine those putting 
forward any such proposal. 

We have of course said that in 
government we will want to look at 
streamlining bureaucracy 
hierarchies m hospital trusts in 
order to release money that can be 
spent on patient care. 

This does not however email the 
closures of rites and facilities. Your 
reporter appears to have confused 
the two issues. ' 

CHRIS SMITH MP 
Shadow Secretary of State for 
Health 

House of Commons 
LondonSWl ' 

■ The Editor -writes: The 
Independent stands by its report 

Sin Paddy Ashdown must be 
included m the election TV 
debate. 

Excluding Greater London, in 
the area south of Hereford/ 
Northants/Iincolnshire. the 
Liberal Democrats were placed 
second to the Conservatives in the 
1992 election. They polled half a 
milli on more votes than Labour, 
and were placed first or second in 


the poll in 112 constituencies, 
compared to 72 for Labour. 

Tbny Blair is an irrelevancy in 
my constituency of Bournemouth 
East as well as in 350 other seats, 
but the Liberal Democrats can give 
their electorates a real alternative 
to the Conservatives. 

On 1 May we will all cast just 
one vote for an MP, none for a 
prime minister. Comparison with 
American presidential elections is 
wrong. Margaret Thatcher was 
Prime Minister in 1987, but the 
Conservative MPs replaced her in 
1990 without any reference to 
voters. 

RAN SAUNDERS 
Bournemouth, 

Dorset 

Sin If the Tbries wish to restrict the 
role in the planned televised 
debates of the liberal Democrats, 
who are third in the polls, are they 
willing to accept that in Scotland, 
the debate should be between 
Labour and the Scottish National 
Party, first and second respectively, 
with the Tories as onlookers? 
WILLIAM IVORY 
Edinburgh 

Sin What a happy land Powys must 
be (“Union history belies Blair 
fairy tale”. Letters, 24 March). 
Presumably they did not suffer the 
poll tax and the ensuing unrest, 
negative equity has not reared its 
ngty head, unemployment has not 
exceeded 4 million and graduates 
can obtain jobs commensurate 
with their qualifications. 

STEPHEN TOWLER 

Leeds 


‘Crash’ and 
the disabled 

Sin Thomas Sutcliffe (Tabloid, 20 
March) makes assertions about the 
British Board of Film 
Classification's screening of Crash 
for the disabled that are factually 
incorrect and rooted in a 
patronising attitude towards us, the 
disabled. 

As the disabled co-ordinator of 
the screening for the disabled, I not 
only instigated the idea of the 
screening - “the disabled” went to 
the BBFC, not vice versa - but was 
responsible for which disabled 
people attended the screening. On 
that basis alone it is unfair to 
accuse James Ferman of an act of 
tactical protection, as I am in no 
way connected to the BBFC; 
Ferman is to be commended for his 
inclusive attitude not condemned. 

The reason the BBFC accepted 
my offer of critical advice on the 
disability imagery in Crash was that 
the disability imagery in it was 
as the number one reason by 
er City Council when 
they banned it — to ask us as experts 
for an opinion was logical (and 
brave). 

Sutcliffe is also wrong to assert 
that die disabled audience was 
“presumably a cross section of 
society” and that they were 
“unoffended”. We were far from an 
average cross-section of society — if 
anything, we were a little too like 
Sutcliffe himself (white middle- 
class liberals). The audience was 
chosen with regard to their 

specialist knowledge about 
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disability, film and media 
processes: a combination of film 
critics, theorists, film-makers and 
performers, and experienced 
journalists. Equally, we had 
degrees and/or media-relevant 
postgraduate qualifications. 

On the issue of being 
“unoffended”, I think it is safe to 
say that most of the audience were 
“offended" to some degree: but 
isn't that the point of the film? Of 
the group in attendance only one 
person thought the film was of any 
artistic merit (mej. 

PAUL ANTHONY’ DARKE 
Woherhampton 


Lincoln hits back 

Sir: As current undergraduate 
members of Lincoln College, 
Oxford, we would like to disabuse 
Glenda Cooper (“The lusty ways of 
St Hilda", 19 March) of her 
anachronistic impression of what 
life at a “nice, normal, mixed 
college" is like. 

Uncolnites do not spend all their 
time in the bar, disavow all 
knowledge of “knot theory" and 
have as little acne as their St 
Hilda's peers. We club harder, 
write more books, and get more 
doctorates - as five minutes' study 
of the Norrington Table will 
demonstrate. 

There are many good reasons 
why Sl Hilda's should remain 
single-sex. but the fuzzy nostalgia 
with which Ms Cooper approaches 
the issue can do nothing for the 
college's cause. 

HATTY HDNER 

[Junior Common Room President) 

SIMON BLAKE 

Lincoln College, Oxford 

PS — But we do agree that Balliol is 

boring. 


Babies on trains: 
Branson’s pledge 

Sin Stephen Gray (letter. 21 
March) challenged me to be the 
first rail magnate to introduce 
baby-friendly carriages on our 
trains - an area where children had 
somewhere to play, be fed. changed 
etc. on long journeys. 

I'm more than happy to take him 
up on his challenge. As our new 
fleet of tilting trains is introduced 
we'U make sure at least one cabin is 
devoted to “kids' class". 

As a matter of interest, we 
attempted to introduce something 
similar for older children on Virgin 
Atlantic some 10 years ago but the 
Civil Aviation Authority felt 
(perhaps correctly) that for safety 
reasons it was better to keep the 
kids with their parents. 

RICHARD BRANSON 
I ngin Management Ltd 
London Wll 

PS - 1 also 100 per cent agree with 
the letters you have published 
about breast-feeding. If someone 
is sad enough to be offended by 
someone breast-feeding it is they 
who should go to the other end of 
the train. Should they refuse they 
should perhaps learn the art of 
hitch-hiking. 

Sir Breast-feeding is an absolutely 
natural act (letters. 19, 20. 21, 22 
March). So are defecating, 
urinating and copulating. In certain 
parts of the world, witnessing any 
or all of these normal functions 
might be neither extraordinary nor 
offensive but. for example, in the 
UK a man openly urinating in 
public would be liable to arrest. 

According to custom there arc 
some things best done in private. 
Equally, persons blessed with 
common sense will appreciate that 
this is not always possible. To lime 
and place, however, might also be 
added manner if discretion is at 
least attempted, it will normally 
allow each party to respect the 
other's situation. 

JOHN COLLIER 

Horton -in-Cravcn, North 1 brkshin: 


MEPs must 
reveal all 

Sin The MEPs' register of interests 
is not voluntary. It never has been 
as Sarah Helm claims (“Pleasure 
palace for our MEPs", 19 March). 
Since July 1996. when it was tight- 
ened up, it has become tougher 
and more transparent than the 
House of Commons register. 

Members must declare, “any 
support, whether financial or in 
terms of staff or material, additional 
to that provided by Parliament and 
granted to the Member in 
connection with his political 
activities by third parties, whose 
identity shall be disclosed. Members 
of Parliament shall refrain from 
accepting any other gift or benefit in 
the performance of their duties." 
GLYN FORD MEP 
(Greater Manchester East, Lab) 
Brussels 


Dap or tamp 

Sir Growing up in the west 
Monmouthshire valleys, I knew 
only “daps". Arriving as an 1 1 -year- 
old new hoy at an east 
Monmouthshire school, I was told 
to collect my “pumps". The 
schoolmaster misread my 
confusion for insubordination. He 
was furious - or. as Frank Harris- 
Jones (letter, 20 March) would 
understand, “tamping mad". 
Professor RICHARD 
CARWARDINE 
Sheffield 
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Award-winning novelist 
Joan Brady gives a personal 
account of her chronically ill 
husband’s treatment in a 
“warehouse for the dying” 
Nobody would publish her story 



'Ftoomafter room of people Sterafly rotting afivtf. 
Joan Brady (left) ifscovefed the truth about 
America's death industry when her husband. 
Doctor Masters (above) fed term i nally iO 


u» do you warn 
** ^ people when whai 



you are warning 
them about is so 
terrible that they 
shut their ears ratlier than listen? 
Even though the risk is to them- 
selves? Even though, if they are 
quick, they con still avoid it? The 
health-care scandal I stumbled 
across is like this. 

I did not do my stumbling in 
some Third World backwater 
either. The atrocity 1 saw - 1 am 
afraid atrocity Is the right word 
- 1 saw in ihe’United Suites, the 
most technologically advanced 
nation on earth. And i can see 
the beginnings *.»i it here in 
Britain!" 

The story starts as a personal 
one. I married a writer called 
Dexter Masters, who was 32 
years older than I. He became ill 
in Dev on, where we had lived for 
many years. His opening com- 
plaints io our local doctor were 
an odd dizziness and an enlarged 
prostate which, like so many 
men. he refused to do anything 
ahum. A scan in Plymouth 
showed some shrinkage of the 
brain: our GP explained as gen- 
tly as he could that the dizziness 
would set worse. 


■'You'll stay for a while on a 
plateau,’ he said, “then there’s 
a drop, from which you'll recover 


- a plateau again but not quite 
before. 


up to where you were 
Then another drop”. With his 
hand he traced out a bumpy, 
downward path. "Like that,’ he 
said. 

And so it was. Within two 
years I had a profoundly disabled 
"man to care for. I look him to the 
United States for treatment 
because he had Medicare cov- 
erage - the US government 
insurance scheme for the elderly. 


I assumed, as so many lay peo- 
.‘ticrinc his he 


pie do. that bettering his health 
was only a matter of getting him 
the right kind of attention. I was 
wrong. He was dying, and there 
was little anybody could do. Bui 
the US hospital" was happy to 
take him in. Then, when he had 
been there less than a week- the 
scheduled prostate surgery had 
not yet taken place - they told 
me his time was nearly up. He 
was going to have to leave. 

“Where’s he supposed to go?" 
I asked. 

"To a nursing home." they 
said 

A nursing home in Britain is 
not quite the same as its US 


counterpart - not yet anyway. 
The US institution performs 
two functions. One is familiar: 
overseeing elderly patients who 
need a protected environment. 
The second function is largely 
unknown here: tending an enor- 
mous and growing population of 
what are called “total care 
patients". 1 was not sure what 
"total care" meant, except that 
it was bad and Dexter was 
approaching it. 

What you read be low is agen- 
tle version of what I saw. The 
real situation is too shocking for 
publication in any form, fiction 
or non-fiction. I know. I wrote a 
fully researched, non-fiction 
study of the subject Nobody 
would publish it. not as I wrote 
it not with a view to a rewrite, 
not in any form whatever, not in 
the US - and not here either. 

No American publisher wfll 
risk even Death Comes for Raer 
Pan, my novel in which fire scan- 
dal plays the relatively minor 
role of thriller plot in a love story. 

What I saw and wrote about 
arc warehouses for the dying 
This reality constitutes a fate so 
ferocious that one California 
state inspector, seeing these 
places for the first time - he was 


a survivor of the Auschwitz 
death camp 50 years ago - cried 
out “This is America! You can’t 
do this here”. 
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Amazing. 
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Some health plans don’t fully 
cover surgeons’ fees. 

W 



Incredible as it sounds, 
some of the leading health 
insurers place financial 
limits on cover for 
surgeons’, anaesthetists 1 
and physicians’ fees. 

Besides this, some wont 
fully cover out-patient 
treatment such as x-rays, 
scans and diagnostic 
tests. And others offer no 
provision for alternative 
medicine. 

Primecare, a policy from 
Prime Health, gives you ail 
this cover as well as a 
no-claims discount of up 
to 50%. But the most 
remarkable thing about 
it is the price, which 
is equivalent to some 
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Why not call us to see 
how your current policy 
compares to Primecare? 


Prime Health 


A number ol ilw Sundmt Ule Croup 


i Cali 0800 77 99 55 now, \ 

. or fill in the coupon for a no-obligation quote. ' 

HUB Rrst name 

Surname 1 

address 

i 


Postcode I 

Phone iiic. sn> E 8 U> Day 

EtcrIhc 


Date of birth of tfw etdusi person mjiriring cawr 
Corer required: Single • J Harried 
Renewal iMe of current teunmee (if appfitsdi lei L 

It you'd prefer a representative to visit please Ode box i 


Slagle parent fuRy 


Please post to (no st amp required) Prime Health Limited, FREEPOST, Id 2192 ) 
GuMfert, GUI 4 BB. tattp^Vwww.priimhealthxoJih M 04437 NG 


I t is the smell that hits you 
first. The urine is easy to 
identify; patients are all dou- 
bly incontinent. The other com- 
ponent of the smell is catabo- 
lism, the decay of living tissue. 
Patients, without exception, have 
massive bedsores.Tney are lit- 
erally rotting alive. 

To look at, they are as alike as 
dones. room after room of them. 
Their necks arc arched back. 
Their faces are grey. Their 
mouths are open. They have 
tubes in their noses that feed 
directly into their stomachs. 
Their anus and legs are retracted 
into a foetal position. You can- 
not even tell their sex. There is 
no sound, no movement from 
any of them. 

The US government pays for 
this treatment, advertising it in 
official literature as “hospice- 
type care”. The more pragmatic 
nursing-home trade calls such 
wands “produce departments’’. 
This is a double entendre. A pro- 
duce department is where a 
supermarket keeps its vegeta- 
bles. Also, these patients “pro- 
duce” something: money. 

Their beds cost no more than 
a bed in a moteL a tenth the price 
of a hospital bed. Government 
savings are formidable. Hospital 
corporations do even better, in 
the past 10 years, literally mil- 
lions of Americans have died 
under these conditions; nursing 
homes make huge profits. 

Staff costs are minimal Work- 
ers are predominantly untrained 
and from the bottom rungs of 
the labour pool; four-fifths of the 


work falls to them, including the 
insertion of catheters and naso- 
gastric tubes. 'Wbges are very low. 
Understaffing is the rule. No 
workers are banned, no matter 
what their records. 

Inflating costs by as much as 
2000 per cent is routine. The 
government pays separately for 
treating the large; multiple bed- 
sores as well as for catheters, tub- 
ing and all medicines. 

Falsification of records s rou- 
tine. Mis a ppropriation of pen- 
sions is routine. Theft of per- 
sonal items is routine. So is theft 
of patients’ medication, espe- 
cially morphine, later to be sold 
on the street. There is even a 
street price for the keys to drug- 
stocked nursing-home medicine 
cabinets. 

A shrewd operator can make 
a profit of up to S5 per oenL Why 
does nobody complain? 

The patients cannot They 
are unable to shift in their beds, 
much less speak out Their fam- 
ilies are afraid of them as well 3S 
of what is happening to them. 
People joke about the American 
fear of death, but it is real 
When my husband lay dying, a 
nurse said to me, “I can’t get 
most families to the door of a 
dying person’s room - much 
less to the bedside”. Families do 
not complain. 

Doctors hate nursing homes. 
Many write prescriptions and 
sign death certificates sitting in 
their cars outside. Laws in slates 
vary, but in Illinois, for example, 
a doctor can write a death cer- 
tificate six months after his last 
visit to a patient. Patients rarely 
live more than six weeks in these 
wands. 

The state inspectorate, the 
watchdog that citizens should be 


able to rely on, is as understaffed, 
ill-paid and corrupt as thenuis- ' 
ing homes themselves. Inspec- 
tions are agnalled in advance. If 
a “deficiency” comes to light, an 
operator need only show com- 
pliance the next time around. 

Cases of abuse rarely come to 
court. Suppose a nursing home 
were dosed dowru tbe local hos- 
pital would have to take on an. 
entire ward of patients - at 10 
times the cost to the govern- 
ment 

Here in Britain, it. fe still 
cheaper to. let die dying die in 1 
.peace. But there .are sigis, of a 

ehange-Thft American arimmis-; 

trative techniques ^Prospective 
Payment and Diagnosis Related 
Groups - the techniques that 
lead to dying rooms - already 
have a foothold m British meet ■ 
icalcare. • - 

_ Let me explain the two terms, 
ftuspectiie payment is rationing 
by means of an elaborate system, 
of fired prices, paid in advance 
of treatment rather than after it 
It b aa estimate of costs, soch as 


con^pmerpn^rainmereaccord- 
mg lo nost of cure! 

“Remarkable,” one doctor 
"said to me, “especially as nobody 
can cure most of these condi- 
tions". 

. US patients who use up what- 
ever hospital days their ration 
bnySthdm are by definition no 
longer “acute”. Dexter's Prosta- 
tectomy with Gomplkaiions (the 
<xmqdications,inadas it sounds, 
included his brain condition) 
gave him 5 £ days. No more. But 
such patients are often too ill to 
go home: 


If ' the work costs more! the 
builder has to cover it; if less, tbe 
bulkier makesa profit. You can 
wiffi a bufider. There is ho 
room for haggling here. :. 

Prices are fixed nationwide, 
predsdly as Russian prices were 
fixed in the"Soviet days of cen-- 
tral planning. Prospective pay- 
ment divides all human illness 
into seme 470 categories; these", 
are . the Diagnoris Related 
Groups. Every human ailment 
md every knc^ suig^ pro- 
cedure fits into ode group or- 
anothet, bur no patient can be 
treated undo: more than one. 
Each group carries a govern- 
ment-set pnee tag worked out by 


to them? 
i evict them to- 
. _ nursing . homes. 
Patients who need no more than 
the institution’s overseeing func- 
tions tend to recover. But - and 
this is critical- they have to. pay 
the costs themselves. The gov- 
ernment p^oniy for 
rooms. .. ... j. ... . - 

. ' JEvril>ermdx^tlie'cl3^^ioc^^ 
are much- more profitable for 
npsmghamfis;aaily rates are 
higher* patients more compliant, 
regulations' less 'stringent. 
Patients who sirapJy cannot feed 
themselves often end up there. 
Once admitted, nobody goes 
home. • 

But let the return to the UK. 
Such aspects of the NHS as 
competitive bids for surgical, 
operations are direct appiGca- 
-tions of. the idea of prospective 
payment. Private medical insur- 
ers havensed Diagnosis Related 


tais to evict patients to nursing 
homes. These evictions follow 
"the same methods and ground £ 
rules as US evictions to dying • 
rooms— the largely meaningless 
and easily manipulated distinc- 
tion between “acute" and •'non- 
acute'’ care: 

And the fate of evicted British 
patients in the near future? This 
is where it gets really scary. Fi *r 
years, American hospital corpo- 
rations have been buying into 
British hospitals and nursing 
homes. 

My local doctor, the same 
man who treated Dexter here m 
Devon, told me that US com- 


ics 


oflSdafiy atwork. . . 

Now for official sanction. On 
12 August 1994, the UK 
announced guidelines that for 
the first time allow NHS hospi- 


lly. And whatever else such 
companies are, they arc not 
charitable institutions. 

Put these facts together with 
the endless NHS cuts and the 
acceleration towards private 
medicine and a profit motive, 
arid what emerges is a d»yr 
route to the US system. r 

Remember too" that Britain is 
even less well regulated than the 
poorly regulated US: k is already 
a test ground for American 
: researchers who want to. exper- 
iment with patients in ways tbe 
US government will not allow. 
So who is to say there are obsta- 
cles to US corporations provid- 
ing, the British government with 
the same cheap - and wonder- 
fully profitable - “hospice- type 
icare” they provide at home? All 
that is missing is that famous 
Yankee know-how. Myself, I 
would bet plans are well under 
way, 
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‘Death Comes for . Peter Pan ’ 
(Seeker and Warburg, £15.99) is 
among the nominations for das 
year's Orange Bction'.Prtse 


The revenge of the Easto rormorants \ 


E aster is nearly here ■ 
and that means that a 
lot of you city- 
dwellers wfll feel a strange 
compulsion to get out of 
town for a few days and 
come down to where wc 
country-dwellers have been 
getting the place ready for 
you. So. just in case you have 
forgotten all the spring 
sights, here’s a check-list of 
what nature will have to 
offer vou this Eastertide! 


Cormorants 
Until veiy recently it was 
unheard of for cormorant* to 
be seen inland, but over the 
last year or two these big, 
black, slow-flapping birds 
have been spotted flapping 
slowly, and bigly. and blackly, 
down our inland valleys, 
darkening the sun and 
bringing terror to small 
children whose mothers have 
said, “if you don't do your 
homework instead of playing 
Sega games, and help around 
the house, and give up all 
those clandestine drugs, the 
cormorant will come and get 
you'*. Apparently (hey are 
cormorants from Hong Kong 
harbour who have been told 
to get out by the end of 1997 
and mosl of them have come 
here on false passports. 


the country - some of us 
have never heard of the 
Spice Girls and the rest wish 
we hadn't - but it has slowly 
dawned on us that there is 
something called a comet in 
the sky. which we would do 
well to go out and look aL 
This is for two reasons: one, 
it won't be coming back 
again in our lifetime and, 
two, apparently they can’t 
see it very well in London. 
There’s always a great 
temptation to take advantage 
of things they can't do in 
London, so we've all been 
standing around after sunset, 
saying things like: “Look, 
that’s the comet, the one 
they can’t see in London”, 
"No, it’s not, it’s the Longs’ 
security lights, let's ask them 
to turn it off”, and “Well, 
they can’t see the Longs’ 
lights in London either”. So 
if you come across knots of 
standers-by in the dark lanes 
this Easter, don’t run them 
over, they're only country 
people who have left ft 
rather late and still haven’t 
had a look at the comet. 



aiming themselves mid 
training in the hills fora . 
revenge c am pa ig n against >h*» 
fishermen. 


Miles 

Kington 


known as riff-raff, and can 
be recognised by their 

distinctive can of “Riff raffl 


Riff raff!” If you see one, do 
not have a go. - 


Comet-watchers 

News travels slowly down in 


Riff-raff 

Right now the hedgerows 
are full of small immigrant 
birds hiding from the 
authorities. These birds, 
which are small, brown, 
featureless and totally 
invisible, are collectively 


Cormorants (pt 2 ) 

It has been brought to my 
attention since the start of 
this article that the 
cormorants which ore 
increasingly turning up inland 
are not refugees from Hong 
Kong but from our own . 
shorelines. It appears that 
fishermen see cormor ant s as 

rivals and have started to 

drive them off by shooting 
them (quite illegally). The 
cormorants have retaliated by 
coming inland in numbers, 
where no doubt they are : 


Second-hand nests 
It is already nearing the end 
of tbe nesting- hatching and 
fledging season down here, 
which means two things 
: one, a lot of baby birds flying 
very carelessly and 1 - ■ 

dangerously , on the wrong 
side of the sky, andtwo.a lot 
°f e®pty -pests suddenly . . 
coming oh the .market.. . 
About Easter time tiie '.'price " 
of nests goes shooting down 
through the floor and most 
birds preferjnstto leave 
. their nests empty rather than 
face the hassle of sellingor ’ 
letting them. Now is the time 
for the wily Londoner to : . 

come down with his pet.bird 
■ looking fora second home in 
. tne country and pick ’ . 
.something up dirt cheap or 
even free. - 


folk are sqyihg, . “If they want 
to impress us.wiib their 
management pf the 
economy, why are they 
wasting all tinsmoney on 

mocking uprthe place with 
these bloody ads?" Watch 
ont for the (Efferent colours 

of the posters in the 

hedgerow and their different 
slogans -bine, with. “If ft. .. 
ain't broke, vreii make ft. 
banloiimtfor.you'’ ;L orange 
wit h “Nof just a tactical ' 

- vote” aid red with “Your :■ £ 
nearest Labour MP is only • 
100 miles awhy”. Down here 
they area^ting the . • - 

-irieaaiftgftd question: ‘ ? Why 
doesMrBfair’s face only " " 
-occur crn^ry posters, and : 
Mr Makar’s only cm •. 
Labourt* but they aren’t: ' 

. feettii^fflnjMihswers. 


Gormoi^irt^(pt 3) 


Election posters 
At the moment tbe ■ : : 
countiysde is election-free, 
but very soon gaily coloured 
leaflets and placards wiE be - 
tnalangour couhtiy roads a • 
site for sore eye£ Already 
the smafleriuraLtowns arfr • 
bright with posters saying - : - • 
that enough.is-etiQugb arid': 
otherwitty ci|ty comments; - 
a?d aft^idy country v .■ 


have started already (see 
/ Cormorants p t 2) . A friend 
: of mine' saysne passed 
angler on the caoal bank the 
other tiny; hunched up. and .•■ 

.SftwSn .. 

t eahs ed ibwas not an .. 
LQ frifnaty fisfttrman - ftwa&a 
, cormorant setting on a ■■■"•• - - 
fokhcgstpol withusmaUv: 


Hedges; and wherihe 
stopped, the cormorant 
r t urned e d d Manked ht- hnn;; 
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the commentators 


aft; 



gets a little help 
from Super Mac 
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T here was a glimpse yes- 
terday of a different, 
older, grander^ . Conser- 
vatism. The bright young suits 
at Central Office admit freely 
to having echoed their pre- 
decessors of a generation ago 
with a souped-np version of the 
slogan which helped Harold 
Macmillan to a. landslide in 
1959. “Britain is boonring. 
Don't let Labour, blow it,” is a' ' 
conscious, .translation • into 
Saatchi-ese of “life's better 
under die Conservatives. Don't 
let Labour min it.’' 

The £997 slogan is not risk- 
free. It uses a dangerous 
word;. research shows that 
some voters, invited to free 
associate about the word 
“boonTin the manner of TV 
ga m e shows, automatically 
come up with “bust”. It 
' requires the same electors 
who'were told that the. reces- 
sion was caused by world fac : 

• tors beyond the control of the 
British-govenunent to believe 



Donald 

Mjcmkyre 


most effective yesterday, ques- 
tioning why Gordon Brown 
never commented on his inter- 
■ jest rate changes after they h»d 
taken place. 

But the biggest paradox of all 
is that while his enemies are 
already preparing to fix much 
of the blame for losing the 
election on hhn T because of his 
determination to stop Mr 
Major ruling out the single cur- 
rency, those same enemies 
wouid be unable to withhold 
from him much of the credit if, 
against all the odds, the Tories 
succeeded. 

The second consequence 
has been to shift the balance 
of opinion within the Tory 
camp in favour of a TV debate 
between the party leaders. It is 
not simply that Labour's huge 
poll lead has tipped the aigu- 
ment in favour of anything 


Did Arafat give a 
green light to terror? 


tiftt the. recovery is entirely • ' w 

of that same government’s ■ v minrlca fVio 
malong.'it'starkjy exposes the 1 ' 

word that 
follows 
Boornis 
Bust. 


The trouble 
for the 
'Tories is 

• 4. •„ -j. which might move public opin- 

UlaJ/ III most ion; or that the Tbries' self- 
• - - - ' - _ inflicted damage lost it the ini- 

pBOplG S tiativB in the first week of the 
r r campaign (though both are 


what# was in. 1992: the Tbries 
cannot promise to reduce-the ■ 
overall tax burden in the hfo- 
time of the next Parliament arty 
more than Labour can. And it 
gambles against the belief held 
by some in the Labour Party, 
that electors are more inclined 
to opt for a party associated 
with redistribution at times of 
economic recovery than at times of depresSoit 
The theme, unveiled at yesterday's Conser- 
vative press conference, nevertheless 'reflects 
a final and necessary effort by two of the party's 
biggest performers, Kenneth Clarke and 
Michael Heseltine, to turn real economic 
optimism into votes. The lory c amp aign' lost 
a week thanks to -well-founded allegations of 
bribery (let's use the word it’s plainer and less 
overworked than “sleaze'’) against several 
Tory MPs, and the catastrophic pan played Ity 
the election timing m suppressing the official 
report which will document- it. The antics of 
John Redwood, the one candidate for the post- 
Major party leadership who is free from the 
burdens of Cabinet responsibility, and who this 
week publishes a book, in defiance of his own 
Chief Whip, denouncing the single currency, 
shows how the party’s divisions on Europe 
could yet lose it another. - ; 

it may be the Tories’ own- fault, but Mr 
Major is having difficulty getting his message 
- especially his economic message - across. 
This strange circumstance has two conse- 

% fences. One is to dispel any doubts about 
e indispensability of Ken Clarke to the Tbry 
campaign if they are to have the slightest 
chance of winning. . 

He is at once the most written-off leader- 
ship candidate in his own party and the most 
feared by the Opposition. Those who revile 
him for being prepared to contemplate for- 
feiting the politician's right to fix interest rates 
and second-guess the advice of central bankets 
scarcely pause to give him credit for his suc- 
cess in exercising just that right. He was at his 


pail. . 

true}. It b also that the media 
. climate isntterly different from 
that which prevailed in 1992. 

• The direct impact on voters 
of The Sun's support for Mr 
Blair,. ^and of the relative 
' restraint in other quarters of 
■ theTbry press, is limited. What 
ft doesjnean is that the press 
has been much Jess reliable 
than itwasin 1992 in setting the 
, agenda on his behalf. For Tbny 
Blair as for Lord Lundy, before 
it all went wrong (for Lord Lundy, that is): 
“The stocks were sold, the press was squared 
/"The middle classes quite prepared.” And in 
those circumstances every chance of reachin 
unfiltered, an audience of 15 million suddi 
looks, irresistible, almost whatever the risks. 

This shift is quite recent. Central Office were 
initially much keener than some of Mr Major’s 
immediate advisers on the idea. Even 10 days 
ago, when the Prime Minister was first said to 
be ready for a debate, it wasn't clear bow seri- 
ous he was. Was the party merely preparing to 
blame the Liberal Democrats’ objections to 
their preferred format (throwing Paddy Ash- 
down the sop of an add-on interview rather 
than making him “interactive” in a Blair/Major 
debate) for any collapse in the negotiations? 
Hints yesterday from , the Tories' Michael 
Dobbs suggest that compromise with the Lib 
r Dems.cm this- point might be possible. 

‘ : It can still easily go wrong. Labour is angry 
with the broadcasters, especially the BBC, for 
proposing a format which it claims was “tai- 
lor made” for the Tbries. Labour officials toll 
their eyes with assumed boredom if yon raise 
the subject. There are at the very least shades 
of opinion within the party's hierarchy over 
whether the debate would serve any purpose 
given the party’s dominant lead. The party is 
also agitating fenr a participating audience. But 
since Blair is officially said to want it, and since 
Labour called for it in the first place, there are 
.risks in being anything other than accommo- 
dating an innovation whose time has come. 
The debate has become an issue - and the 
party seen to stall it will pay a price. 


T he origins of few 
crises have been so 
clear. When Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, 
the Israeli prime 
minister, said he would build a 
Jewish settlement at Har Homa 
in Jerusalem, his critics - and 
many of his friends - told him 
that this might mean the end of 
the peace process. At the heart 
of the Oslo accords of 1992 was 
an exchange: Israel would get 
peace, in return for the Pales- 
tinians getting land. The occup- 
ation of most of the West Bank 
and Gaza, captured by Israel in 
1967, would end. 

Last week Mr Netanyahu 
made clear that he had differ- 
ent ideas. He said that the 
Palestinians would get 45-50 
per cent of the West Bank, not 
the 90 per cent that they had ex- 
pected. The future of Israeli 
settlements and Jerusalem had 
been left to the last stage of the 
peace talks, because the issues 
were so divisive. But here was 
Mr Netanyahu claimin g that he 
had the right unilaterally to 
establish a Jewish settlement at 
Har Homa. on land captured in 
the Six Day War, without con- 
sulting Palestinians or anybody 
else. 

Since the yellow Israeli bull- 
dozers started working at Har 
Homa a week ago there has 
been an almost military exact- 
ness in the way violence 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tinians has escalated every day. 
At first there were peaceful 
demonstrations by Palestinians 
on neighbouring hilltops. Then 
there was a small riot m Beth- 
lehem, with boys throwing 
stones and Israelis firing tear 
gas grenades. On Friday there 
was a much more vicious riot in 
Hebron and, at around lunch 
time, a man walked into the 
Apropo cafe in Tel Aviv and, in 
the first suicide attack in a 
year, blew himself up,- killing 
three women and wounding 61 
people. 

The government holds 
Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader, responsible. General 
Amnon Lipkin-Shahak, the 
army chief of staff, directly 
accused him of covertly sup- 
porting the bombing and the 
riots. He said: “The terrorist 
organisations still have a green 
light from Arafat to cany out 
attacks. Palestinian security 
services haven't been co-oper- 
ating with Israeli security." He 
said he expected more attacks. 

The Palestinian leaders 
immediately said that the 
Israelis were confusing cause 
and effect. Har Homa had cre- 
ated the climate of violence in 
which the suicide bomber had 
returned. They said that their 


by Patrick Cockburn 



The Palestinians say their security services 
are not a client militia and they will not 
restrain Hamas without a quid pro quo 


security services were not a 
client militia, at Israel's beck 
and calL The message was that 
Mr Arafat is noi going to 
restrain Hamas or other mili- 
tant Islamic organisations 
unless there is a quid pro quo. 
This probably means that Mr 
Arafat wants from Mr Netan- 
yahu what he would have got if 
Labour had won the last elec- 
tion: almost all the West Bank, 
and a compromise on 
Jerusalem. 

In one sense Mr Netanyahu 
and his military commanders 
are right- On his return from 
the US two weeks ago Mr 


Arafat had a meeting with the 
leaders of Hamas in Gaza. 
They asked for the release of 
their members who were in jail 
(at the height of the clamp- 
down on Hamas last year Mr 
Arafat had 1.200 of its mem- 
bers in prison). Infuriated by 
Har Homa, he agreed. The 
J*aJestinian leader must have 
known what the likely con- 
sequences of this were going to 
be. 

On the other hand, he did 
not have much choice. Mr 
Arafat’s ability to survive polit- 
ical disasters is due to the fact 
that he never moves far from 


the mainstream of Palestinian 
public opinion. Over the last 
year there were no suicide 
attacks for two reasons: Hamas 
was savagely repressed by Mr 
Arafat's security men. and" ord- 
inary Palestinians were against 
more bombs. After Har Homa 
this changed. Dannv Ruben- 
siein. an acute observer of 
Palestinian politics for the daily 
Haaretz. says: “It wasn't Arafat 
who gave Hamas the green 
light, hut the broad public in the 
West Bank and Gaza, which 
urged Hamas to take action." 

This means that the Pales- 
tinian leader's position is 


stronger than it looks. If any- 
thing goes wrong - and Gaza 
and the West Bank are cur- 
rently sealed off by Israel, crip- 
pling I heir economies - then it 
will be because of policies that 
most Palestinians supported. 
Mr Arafat's position is also 
sustained by a certain balance 
of power, though deeply un- 
stable. between Israel and the 
Palestinians. Israel clearly has 
military superiority, but after 
the sLafl of the Intifada in 1987 
ii had difficulty in holding on to 
the occupied territories in the 
face of Palestinian resistance. 
Israeli desire to end this con- 
frontation produced the Oslo 
accords. 

Once its troops had left most 
of Gaza and the main popul- 
ation centres of the West Bank 
in 1994-95. Israel had no choice 
but lo rely on Mr Arafat for its 
security. The only alternative 
would be to reinvade the Pales- 
tinian enclaves. Bui this would 
mean a much wider war, with 
heavy Israeli casualties. There 
is no consensus for such a pro- 
longed confrontation in Israel. 
Mr Netanyahu did not win the 
election last year by promising 
to tear up Oslo. Instead his win- 
ning slogan was “peace with 
security”, and a pledge to vot- 
ers that this could be achieved 
wiLhout substantia] territorial 
concessions to the Palestinians. 

Many of Mr Netanyahu's 
problems stem from his 
attempt to deliver on his elec- 
toral promises. He says that he 
will not accept a Palestinian 
slate, but envisages something 
more on the lines of Andorra 
(this ignores the fact that Mr 
Arafat already has 40,000 men 
under arras). This Palestinian 
stale of .Andorra will be a pecu- 
liar place, capable of stopping 
everybody from Hamas suicide 
bombers to riot ing schoolboys, 
but otherwise happy to exist 
within the boundaries of impov- 
erished cantons, bisected by 
Israeli settlements and roads. 

The previous Israeli govern- 
ment realised that they could 
not have their cake and eat iL 
Mr Arafat was never going to 
be their tame policeman. Nor 
would he have lived very- long 
if he had tried. Optimists in 
Jerusalem comfort themselves 
with the thought that Mr 
Netanyahu has no alternative to 
Oslo. "They are probably right, 
but there is little sign that he 
knows that. Instead he has 
stopped the peace process at a 
fatal half-way house so neither 
Israel nor the Palestinians fully 
control the West Bank. And as 
friction between the two 
increases, the way has inevitably 
opened for the return of the 
suicide bomber. 



IS 

good news for the press 

The end of party allegiances will leave Fleet Street more powerful 


A significant aspect of what 
f\ has been thus far an 
JL JLenihmJling election cam- 
paign has been the diange in tlte 

attitude of the national press. 
Fust, there was the switch ay The 
Sun from backing the Tbries to 
supporting Labour. Then at the 
weekend. Lord Rothermere. 

' chairman of the pubiislteis of the 

- Daily MaH, Mail on Sunday and 
EveiungSumdanL, said he didn't 
think “we will actually endotse . 
anybody” although the Evening 
Standard might favour Labour. 
And without announcement 
there has been an important shift 
in the position of The Express'. 
instead of being obsequiously . 
pro-loiy, the newspaper is cov- 
ering the election in a manner . 
which, when not even-handed, 
tends to favour Mr Blair. 

in its first day's coverage The 
Eqwtssbad the Prime Minister 
_ appearing on his soapbox “held 
* together with tape" while he 
” “STrugglcd" to make himself 
heard . Trmy Blair, on the other 
hand went “straight” on to the 
campaign irafl. visiting a sat 
Labour must win. calling for a 
‘'new” government and pledg- 
ing an age of national 
: “renewal” He dubbed himself 
the- "eternal warrior" against 
complacency. From Labours 
point of view these descrip- 
tions in The. Express arc unex- 
pectedly good - straight, new. 

renewal, warrior. 

fc’. - So. long as Labour was uw 
' political partv of the npacs 

- unions, it was perfectly rauonin 
fur newspaper owners to bars 
the CtMiservativcs- For unul ihc 



Andreas 

. WMttcmSnntk 

late Eighties the printing unions 
maintained a stranglehold over 
newspaper production. In 
: essence. Fleet Street was an 
unacknowledged workers’ co- 
operative in which the strongest 
unions took the lion’s share of 
gross profits. Newspapers that 
backed Labour, such as the 
o w ners of JTre Mirror or The 
Guardian, satisfied their read- 
ers but in sodoing they could 
secure only a- profitless pros- 
perity for themselves. 

What began as an under- 
standable preference for the 
Conservative Party, in the face of 
intransigent printing unions led 
national newspapers to become 
extensions of the parties' elec- 
tion campaigns rather than 
observers of them. And this is 

stfflgoixteim^thoiightoamucn 

tester extent- The Daily Tele-, 
aaph, for instance, is congeni- 
Xajfv unable » come to tenns. 
with Tot? sleaze. The notion. 

makes the fKiper slightly mad. to 

ike n^spaper’s universe, sleaze 


is what foreigners engage in, or 
Labour local authorities or per- 
haps even the City of London, 
but not Tory MPs sitting for con- 
stituencies with big Conservative 
majorities and thousands . of 
Telegraph readers. 

.Thus on Thursday it pro- 
duced a headline that will surely 
stand as the silliest of the elec- 
tion campaign: "Sleaze inquiry 
entangled in a web of detail”. In 
the same way that the mystify- 
ing utterances of schizophrenics 
can be decoded, so can this. By 
"sleaze inquiry” is meant Tory 
MPs and “detail” was a substi- 
tute for a word with a similar 
sound, “deceit”. What The Daily 
Telegraph should have written, 
but could not bring itself to do, 
was: “Tbry MPs entangled in a 
web of deceit”. The nexi day 
came a further indication that 
the editorial mind had become 
a little disturbed. The headline 
of its leader commenting on Sir 
Gordon Downey’s report was . 
“Blairs cover-up”. 

The Mirror has had a differ- 
ent problem. As the only mass 
circulation newspaper sup- 
porting Labour consistently 
since The Sun was sold to 
Rupert Murdoch, it has always 
unashamedly and openly bat- 
tled for the Labour Party dur- 
ing elections. That is what its 
readers have come to expect 
and its political statute has dif- 
ferentiated ft from The Sun , 
whose move looks opportunis- 
. tic rather, than profound. The 
Daily MaiTs news coverage 
-remains intermittently hostile 
to Labour and it will be a manor 


miracle if The Express really has 
thrown off its Beaverbrook tra- 
ditions. We shall see. But if the 
Tbiy hegemony over the 
national press has been frac- 
tured, The Mirror could begin to 
distance itself from Labour as 
its rival has from the Conserv- 
ative Party. 

None of this, however, is of 
any help to the Liberal Democ- 
rat during the first week of the 
campaign, newspaper coverage 
of their doings was perfunctory. 
National newspapers are never 
going to be "fair" in the way in 
which the BBC is compelled to 
be. If newspapers give up doing 
propaganda, they will not sub- 
stitute a tidy, measured notion 
of balance:, they will operate 
where the ' significant news 
appears to be. 

In any case, newspapers are 
more potent than broadcast 
news during elections. Televi- 
sion and radio coverage, 
because it is simultaneously 
compressed and balanced, 
often loses all meaning. We 
learn, within a time slot mea- 
sured in seconds, that party A 
bas proposed something and 
that parties B and C separately, 
think it is a mistake. Then the 
next item reverses the roles. 
The form of election news is 
“ statement/rebu ttal/r ebu tt al ". 
Nothing is conveyed by this. 

Newspapers do not and will 
not behave like that. As they 
leave! their old party loyalties 
behind; and throw their weight 
around more freely, they will 
find that they become more 
powerful rather than less. 


Who’s the 
sleaziest 
one of all? 

by William Hartston 


S ir Gordon Downey may 
still be sifting through all 
the sleaze-soiled evid- 
ence in his trays, but Collins 
Dictionaries have already com- 
pleted their own analysis, and 
it shows that sleaze - originally 
cheap cloth from Silesia - has 
been bought up wholesale by 
the world of politics. Thanks to 
the 323 million words that have 
built up since 1988 to form the 
Collins Bank of English, we can 
now list the 25 people, instit- 
utions and concepts that have 
been most frequently in contact 
with the growing tide of sleaze. 
And the only entries with no 
political affiliations are foot- 
ball, sex and the Queen. 

The items in the databank 
include both formal and infor- 
mal texts, broadcast, published 
or spoken predominantly in 
the last two or t bree years. The 
words in the table have ap- 
peared most frequently either 
immediately next to the word 
“sleaze” or separated from it 
only by an insignificant word 
such as “the” or “and". 

The word most frequently 
linked to “sleaze” is “alleg- 
ations”. In view of the libel 
laws, this is hardly surprising, 
but it is worth noting that if 
“Tbries" { 10th place ) had been 
added to “Tbry" (in second), 
they would almost certainty 
have overtaken it - though it 
would have been a close-run 
contest between “Tbry" plus 
“Tbries”, compared with “aJle- 
gations” plus “accusations". 

“Downey” himself must now 
be making a late ran from 
behind, but has foiled to make 
the top 25 and clearly has a 


good deal of work lo do if he 
is to catch "Nolan" in third 
place. While the Prime Minis- 
ter can feel happy to have dis- 
tanced himself sufficiently from 
the leaders, he still squeezes 
into the list in last place, well 
below greed, corruption, sex 
and incompetence. 

The Opposition, however, 
can hardly be complacent: 
“Labour" nestles just below 
“political” and "parly” in 
eighth place. 

Most interestingly, “sleaze" 
itself is in 15th place. Even 
sleaze is now tainted with 
sleaze. Sleaze, sleaze and more 
sleaze . . . And how many cred- 
its does that score in the sleaze 
proximity bank? 

The 25 sleaziest words: 

1. Allegations 

2. Tory 

3. Nolan 

4. Scandal 

5. Government 

6 . Political 

7. Party 

8 . Labour 

9. Inquiry 

JO. Tories 

11. factor 

12. Row 

13. Greed 

14. Corruption 

15. Sleaze 

16. Scandals 

17. Public 

IS. Incompetence 

19. Accusations 

20. Sex 

21. Queen 

22. Politics 

23. Commons 

24. Football 

25. Major 



Albanian children 
face food crisis 

Confusion and chaos are mounting in Albania. 
According to Albanian government reports, food 
stocks are down to a tenth of norma! levels. Those 
least able to help themselves will, as ever, be most at 
risk. Children's hosjhtals and orphanages do not know 
where the next food supplies will conic from. 

UK charity Children's Aid Direct (formerly Feed the 
Children) has considerable experience of working in 
Albania and has a team on the ground. As soon as it 
is safe to deliver food and other urgently needed aid, 
this charity wifi make those deliveries. And they are 
appealing today for your help to do it. 

A donation of £30 could buy enough high-protein 
food for 136 children. As the crisis deepens, Children's 
Aid Direct will be doing what they can - will you? 


LET ME HELP BRING HOPE TO ALBANIA 


l Here Is my gift of: 

£30 □ £60 □ £90 □ £ 250 * □ £ 


(other) 


•A gilt of £250 or more is wonh almost an extra third to us under Gift Aid 
Please make your cheque payable to Children's Aid Direct OR 
Please debit £ from my □ Visa □MasterCard □ Switch 

CARD NUMBER J l I I I I I I »< » I I I I 


Last three digits of Switch card no. □ □□ Switch issue no. □ □ 
ESPim PATE / SIGNATURE 


| NAME (CAPS) MR/MBS/M5 


I ADDRESS 


i TELEPHONE 


OR please phone our donation line 

10990 600 610 

J Please send to: Children's Aid Direct 
I Dept No.511. FREEPOST, 

^Reading RG1 lBR^ 



firect, 
Ra&stEfBd cnaffly no. ax3aae 
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Krupp-Thyssen truce sets stage for peaceful 



fan re Karacs 

Bonn 

Germany's warring steel giants 
buried the hatchet Iasi night and 
appeared to be on die verge of 
a merger on peaceful terms. If 
they succeed, the deal will 
create Europe's Ibird-Jargesi 
steel and engineering con- 
glomerate. 

After week-long talks medi- 
ated by business leaders and 
politicians Krupp-Hoesch an- 
nounced the withdrawal of its 
hostile takeover bid for 
Thvssen. Instead, both compa- 


nies pledged to “explore possi- 
bilities for co-operation". 

A merger between Krupp 
and Thyssen would create a for- 
midable rival to British Steel, 
with combined annual sales of 
DM63bn. Krupp has said a full 
merger of the two companies 
would create cost savings in 
other areas as well, such as 
engineering and automotive 
components. 

In a jam statement issued last 
night, the two rivals said their 
talks had gone well, and there 
was agreement that they had to 
find a solution ensuring the sur- 


vival of the German steel in- 
dustry. Further discussions were 
necessary to hammer out the 
details, particularly the crucial 
question of what role Krupp 
would have in the future al- 
liance. 

There was no word, either, 
on what this would mean to the 
190,000 people currently em- 
ployed by the two firms, but 
unions have warned that tens of 
thousands are in danger of be- 
ing rationalised out of their jobs. 

Thyssen 's works council has 
called on some 50,000 workers 
to stage a protest today in 


Surprise trade 
boost for 
‘booming’ UK 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

The best balance of payments 
figures for a decade gave the 
Government more ammuni- 
tion yesterday for its election 
campaign claim that “Britain is 
booming". 

Kenneth Clarke said that 
yesterday's figures “show that 
this time we have healthy 
growth which is not running into 
the balance of payments prob- 
lems which caused past booms 
to turn into bust". 

City experts welcomed the 
unexpected good news on the 
trade front, but warned that the 
strong pound and booming 
demand meant Britain would go 
back into me red this year. 

“If it lasted we could all feel 
a lot more optimistic about 
longer- term prospects for the 
British economy. But 1 would still 
be very wary about the balance 
of paymentsoutlookTsaid Kevin 
Gardiner, an economist at the in- 
vestment bank Morgan Stanley. 

Rcccni figures have pointed 
to an economy expanding faster 
than its long-run trend. In a rare 
display of unanimity, almost all 
City economists think interest 
rates will have to increase short- 
ly 3fter the election, especially 
if the US Federal Reserve raises 
rates across the Atlantic today. 

Official statistics showed that 
a record suiplus on “invisibles" 
- services, investment income 
and transfer payments - offset 
an increased deficit on trade in 
goods last year. The overall 1996 
shortfall of £14m was the best 
performance since the oil- 


related balance of payments 
surpluses of the early 1980s. 

'Bade in invisibles was in 
surplus by a record £12_2bn. The 
balance on services was little 
changed, with financial and 
business services (he main sur- 
plus industries and travel, trans- 
port and aviation in deficit. 

Business services provided 
the main improvement, up by 
£lJbn to a surplus of £7.9bn.' 

Net income from British 
investments overseas surged, 
reflecting substantial profits. 


& We have healthy 
growthwhichis 
not running into 
...problems which 
caused past booms 
to turn into bust 9 

- Kenneth Clarke 


The value of new British invest- 
ment abroad was about twice the 
value of foreign investment in the 
UK in 1995. the last year for 
which full figures arc available. 

Net direct investment earn- 
ings climbed to £13.7bn in 1996 
from £1 1.6bn the previous year. 
Net income from portfolio in- 
vestment in shares and bonds in- 
creased from £3bn to £4.3bn. 

However, trade in goods was 
in the red by £12Jbn last year, 
although the deficit narrowed 


Share transfer leaves 
‘Toon Army’ in the cold 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 

Thousands of Newcastle UniLed 
fans have missed out on their 
club's stock market flotation 
after its share issue was heavi- 
ly nver-subscrihcd by both 
institutional investors and sea- 
son ticket-holders. 

The flotation, which raises 
£50m to repay debts and fund 
a youth development policy, will 
also trigger bonuses for three 
Newcastle directors totalling 
more than £im. 

Disappointment for some 
14.000 members of the so- 
called "Toon army" came as the 
Tyneside dub revealed that 
chairman Sir John Hall had 
transferred control of his fam- 
ily's stake to his son Douglas. 

A supplementary flotation 
prospectus showed that Douglas 
Hall will control 57 per cent of 
the club when shares start trad- 


ing on 2 April. With the club 
valued at £193m. that stake 
will be worth £11 lm. 

Mr Hall is an executive 
director of the club while Sir 
John does not have a seat on the 
board, even though he has 
bankrolled the club's renais- 
sance and will remain chairman 
of the football club 

Newcastle United's chief 
executive Mark Corbidge 
denied the share transfer had 
been prompted by institutional 
pressure. He said Sir John had 
decided to make the transfer 
last week on his 64th birthday. 
“Nobody here or in (he City has 
suggested that any share trans- 
fer should take place." Mr 
Corbidge said. “It is a matter for 
the family." 

Newcastle's shares were 
priced at a top-of-the range 
135p valuing the dub at £193m. 
The retail offer was seven times 
over-subscribed, prompting the 


club to increase the retail 
proportion from 10 per cent to 
15 per cent of the shares. 
Demand from the “Toon 
Array" was so strong that the 
share allocation had to be 
restricted to season ticket- 
holders and employees. 

No shares will be allocated to 
other members of the public. 
Season ticket-holders will be 
entitled to 370 shares each, 
worth £590. 

Mr Corbidge said demand for 
the shares from City institutions 
had been "fabulous", giving 
the club a “blue chip" share- 
holder base thought to indude 
Mercury Asset Management 
and Abbey National. 

Under the terms of the flota- 
tion. Cameron Hall Develop- 
ments. Sir John's property 
company, has agreed to pay 
£300,000 to Mr Corbidge, 
£750.000 to Freddie Fletcher, 
joint chief executive and 


Frankfurt’s banking district as 
top po liticians, including Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl, called on 
both companies to show social 
responsibility. 

“We are going to Frankfurt 
because we fear that our future 
cannot be helped by the de- 
mocratically-elected govern- 
ment in Bonn but will instead 
be decided by the banks,” said 
Georg Bongen, the leader of the 
Thyssen works coundL 

Knipp, the smaller of die two 
firms, had been advised by ad- 
viser banks and its own market 
analysts that it could not survive 


beyond the year 3000 on its on;- 
rent scale of productions. Re- 
peated overtures to Thysen bad 

all been rebuffed, however, 
leaving no option but an almost 
unprecedented hostile bid. 

The takeover attempt 
sparked spontaneous work 
stoppages by thousands of steel 
workers in the Ruhr, forcing the 
intervention of politicians. . 

Wolfgang Clement, the eco- 
nomics minister In the state of 
North Rhine-Westphalia where 
the two groups are based, said 
he expected a co-operation 
deal to be reached. Mr 


dement, a rising star m tfi&So^ 
dal Democratic Party, de- 
scribed the talks as very 
constructive, “T cb notthinkthe 
differences are dramatic,” lie- 
added. “I want to see ajnfiig- 
er in the end and not aJiostue 
takeover." • • / .- 

Mr Clement's views .were 
echoed by Hans-Olaf Henkel,' 
pres dent of the Federation of 
German. Industry, who said he - 
also, believed . Krupp. and 

Thyssen would find awayto urih 
fy their steel operations to re- 
main competitive but avoid; 
massive jpb losses. ••• '.’• 


be rood for. both companies,, 
particularly lathe. long-term, 
Mr Henkel said. A stub by 
Deutsche Bank, Bresdner Bank 
and 'Goldman Sadbssbowed a 

mcugerc^.bri^postivere- 

/sultsbyas'eariy offspring 1998. 
According to tiic bank ets* r a- 
the^ DM200m, both «>n*- 

panies wotild be able to sell off' 
. & ^ numb er -.of -units and Krupp 
couldrepay the takeover debts 

'trict braced foirari invasion by 


slightly in the final quarter of the 
year thanks to lower import 
prices. A rising exchange rate 
tends to boost trade figures in the 
short run by making imports 
cheaper and exports dearer in 
sterling terms before the damage 
is done to export volumes. 

John O’Sullivan at NatWest 
Markets said: “A strong pound 
and rising consumer demand 
should tip the UK back into 
deficit in 1997, but the erosion 
will occur from a relatively 
healthy starting point.” 

Separate figures yesterday 
showed that the economy had 
expanded by 0.S per cent in the 
final quarter of lart year, as orig- 
inally estimated. Annual growth 
rate was nudged down to 16 per 
cent, above the long-run trend. 

The new estimates showed a 
revised composition of growth, 
with much less of an addition to 
stocks than the statisticians had 
first thought. Consumer spend- 
ing was unrevised, while esti- 
mated investment spending was 
revised sharply higher. 

“This will renew hopes that 
the long-awaited recovery in 
investment is finally upon us,” 
said Jonathan Loynes. UK 
economist at HSBC Markets. 

Although the pound rose 
slightly yesterday against both 
the dollar and Deutschmark, 
share prices fell. Despite a 
steady opening on Wall Street, 
the FTSE 100 index closed just 
off its intraday low. ending 40 
points lower at 4.214.8. 

The pound gained two 
pfennigs, reaching DM17218. 
It rose by a cent to $1.6135. 

Hamish McRae, page 24 





On the rise: Sales of luxury cars helped Sir Colin Marshall, chairman of Inchcape (Jett), and Phflip Cushing, group chief 
executive, announce an increase In headline profits at year-end by:12 per. cent to £U65wlm _ . Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 




Nigel Cope 

and Chris Hughes 

Sales of Ferraris, those symbols 
of motoring extravagance, are 
booming in Britain and provide 
further evidence of a buoyant 
consumer economy. 

Ferrari imports rose by 20 per 
cent last year according to Inch- 
cape, the car distribution group. 
It sold 300 of the Wgh-perfar- 
mance sports cars in Britain 
compared to 250 in 1995. The 
prices range from £90,000 for a 


run-of-the-mill F355 Beriinetta 
up to £350,000 for an F50 de- 
scribed by the company as “the 
ultimate dream machine". 

Inchcape also said that sales 
of other' top-of-the -range cars- 
such as BMWs, Mercedes and 
Chrysler Cherokee jeeps were 
also buoyant' 

“Only two years ago, the lux- 
ury end of the car industry was 
a real nightmare market. Bat 
the better economy is certain- 
ly a factor and we are finding 
that it is not just City workers 


. spending thear bonuses that to : 
behind the rise. They afe.'ao;'. 
countan ts,' lawyers 1 doctors ais . 
well as City advisers,” the com- 
pany said. Inchcape said the 
higher sales of Ferraris was ;• 
also due to thecarmaker’sde- 
tiskra to broaden the appeal of 
the cars. - . - 
The luxury car boom is just 
one of a series of indicators 
showing that higher-value prod- , 
uctsare setting wefi. Figures ear- 
lier this month from the 
Champagne Information Bu- 


reau showed that champagne 
shipments to ihe. UK were al- 
most back to their level in the 
Eighties boom. British con- 
sumption of bubbly rose 18 per 
pent last year compared to the 
WDddwkje figure of 2.6 par cent 
Meanwhile Mappin &Wfebb, 
the jewellery reported strong 
growth in sales of watch brands 
suchasRolex addCartier and 
Haflfipders, the travel agents; 
said bookings to exotic desti- 
nations were .growing stroingly- 


thousands of steel workers, the 
Deutsche Bank board member • . 

who played both sides m tire 
•Ebyssen takeover battle hinted . 
yesterday that he would soon re- 
sign from. the steel-maker s su- 
pervisory board. 

Ulrich€artellien was forced 
to jssuea “personal statement" 
to defend himself against ac- A 
ensations of a conflict of inter- 
est_ Mr Cartellieri had known 
about Krupp 's hostile takeover 
bid prepared by his bank, bat 
had foiled to inform the com- 
pany be was advising, Thyssen. 

; Comment, page 21 

Saudi 

prince 

buys 

Lonrho > 
hotels 

Torn Stevenson 

City Editor ■ 


Prince AtWaleed bin Thiol, the 
Saudi Arabian, billionaire, has 
emerged as the buyer of six of 
“Loorno’s American Princess 
hotels for about $560m. 

- The deal follows Lonrho's 
sale to .StaJds of its British 
Metropole chain and almost 
completes the mining to African 
trading conglomerate’s with- 
drawal from hotels. 

The sale, which should be 
completed within a month, 
excludes tiro hotels in the Ba- 
hamas and Barbados because a 

they indude casinos. The prin- * 

ce is a devout Muslim. 

. - Analysts welcomed the deal, 
which they said vindicated Lon- 
rho’s decision not to demerge 
the hotdsarm on the stock mar- 
ket: after a: year of hotel .flota- 
tions. Paul Slattery,, hotels 
analyst at Dresdner Klerowort 
Benson, said: ‘'They were right 
not to float,” 

For Prince Al-Waiced, the 
ftincess acquisition adds to a 
stable comparing the George V 
in. Parti, 2Sper centof the Four 
Seasons drain and .50 per cent 
of . Fairmont Hotel Manage- 
ment, the San Francisco-based 
hotel group into .which the 
Rincess hotels will be injected 

Buying the Princess five-star 
hotels is the latest in a prodi- 
gious spending spree by the 
Prince who has stakes in' Citi<4p. 
corp, Euro Disney and Lon- ' 
don’s Canary "Wharf office 
development.: ' 

The prince sprang to. promi- 
nence in die late 1980s, when be 
asked Forbes magazine why he 
. wasn't included in its annual list 
of the world's richest people. 



Microsoft share fall 

drags down Nasdaq 



Sir John Hall: Remains the 
chairman of Newcastle 

£100,000 to Josephine Dixon, 
finance director. 

The Stock Exchange may 
now consider creating a stand- 
alone football classification of 
the stock market. Under Stock 
Exchange rules an industry 
grouping has to account for at 
least 0,5 per cent of the value 
of the FT All-Share Index. 


David Usbome 

New York - ’ 

Further lubricating the recent 
downhill run of hi-tech stocks 
in New York, shares in Mi- 
crosoft look a severe tumble 
yesterday following reports that 
its revised version of its Win- 
dows 95 operating system might 
be late in corning to the shops. 

Apparently reacting to fears 
that the new Windows 95 would 
not be available until after the 
next Christmas shipping season, 
Microsoft saw its shares fall by 
more than 5 per cent in New 
York trading. : 

The deterioration in Mi- 
crosoft’s short-term prospects 
delivered another blow to the 
already fragile hi-tech sector. By 
midday yesterday, the tech- 
nology-heavy Nasdaq exchange 
was down a significant 15 points. 

Although the Nasdaq had been 
slipping through several trading 
sessions. Microsoft’s troubles 
threatened a ripple effect with in- 


vestors fearing negative conse- 
quendes for foe wkJercamputer 
sector. Among stocks that were 
also' hit yesterday were Intel, 
Hewlett Packard, Dell and IBM. 

At lunch Microsoft was down 
$4^ to $89s leaving the com- 
pany’s stock at its lowest level 
since January. Microsoft was 
also the heaviest-traded stock 
on already nervous Nasdaq. 

The deam& .in the Nasdaq 
added to wider unease on Wall 
Street as investors awaited 
today’s meeting of the Federal 
Reserve's Open Market Com- 
mittee. There is general antici- 
pation that Fed chairman Alan 
Greenspan will finally nudge 
the committee to increase in- 
terest rates in the United Stales^ 
for the first time in IS montifc 


m monetary conditions had ap- 
parently been priced into most 
stocks in the Dow ' Jonesindus^ 
trial average whkh, afterfairiy 
strong early gains, was hovering 
around the unchanged marfe 
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If your Building Society 
is turning into a bank 
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Booming Britain could do with a stitch in time 


*Ken;Clarke insists 
this is a wonder-boom 
that will not be 
followed by hust iater 
- he has found a 
miracle cure for the - 
ups and downs of the 
economic cycle that - 
has somehow : 
escaped the notice of 
Mr Greenspan’ 
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T^eonomy A is growing faster than its sus- 
A-rtainabfe trend, unemployment is at its 
towest for years and pay inflation is creeiv 
ing up. The financial markets have been pre- 
pared to expect a small increase in interest 
rates that win allow the recovery to contin- 
ue without being blown off course by rising 
nmation. The authorities are steering a del- 
tcale course between boom and bust, so far 
very successfully. 

Economy B is- also growing at a pace 
above trend, has rapidly falling unemploy- 
ment and rising wage inflation. However, a ■ 
rise in interest rates would be greeted with, 
utter astonishment. For economy A is, of 
oouise, the US, nicely the right side of the 
preadential elections, and economy B is the 
UK in the heat of the longest election cam- 
paign this century, fit the US the Fed Chair- 
man Alan Greenspan has signalled the Efce- 
lihood of a rise in Federal JPuhds rates after 
today's Open Market C ommi ttee meeting. 

On this side of the Atlantic, the Govern- 
ment has given up &Q pretence of modest 
economic recoveiy. “Britain is Booming," 
announces .the. latest mailshot from Con- 
servative Central Office. Ken Clarke insists 
that this is a wonder-boom that will not be 
followed by bust later - he has found a mir- 
acle cure for the up^ and downs of the eco- 
nomic cycle that has spinebow escaped the 
notice. of Mr Greenspan. - v 

The British economy almost certainly is 
in better shape than for a long time. Yes- 
terday’s balance of payments figures were 


much, improved compared with the Mmi> 
stage of the last economic cycle, in the late 
1980s. The pay-off for these genuine 
improvements is that interest rates should 
not need to rise as mnch as they would have 
in the past. But the fact that it ought to be 
easier- to keep the economy on a steady 
course does not mean the Chancellor can get 
away without touching the brakes at all. 
Today's expected interest rate move by the 
Fed. a classic “stitch-in-thne” policy of the 
sort the’Bank of England would love to fol- 
low. will highlight the risks the Government 
is taking with the British economy. 


Wallace digs in for 
long haul at CWC 


I n bis former life Graham Wallace, the new 
chief exec at Cable & Wireless Commu- 
nications, used to run Granada's motorway 
service stations. He therefore knows a thing 
or two about squeezing the last drop out of 
a captive market. Now that Granada is fac- 
ing competition again, having been forced 
to sell off Wellcome Break, h is giving away 
Burger King Whopper Meals for lp but that's 
life in the fast-food lane. 

The challenge facing Mr Wallace at 
C&WC, the great white hope of the cable 
telephony industry, is altogether different. 
It does not possess a monopoly or anything 
like it When its cable network is built out 
it will still only pass a quarter of the homes 


in the country having spent a cool £63bn. 
Even when it comers a market the cable 
industry does not have much idea of how to 
exploit 1 l The cable companies that have 
joined forces with Mercury in C&WC have 
spent billions digging up the streets and yet 
have only 580,000 customers out of the 3 rail- 
lion passed to show for it. 

So far the rationale for the merger looks 
to lie largely in the financial enginee ring . 
The accumulated losses of the cable firms 
will knock about £100m off the parent com- 
pany’s tax bill, CWC gets much better bor- 
rowing rates on the £2.3bn it still needs to 
build out the network and condensing four 
head offices and workforces into one should 
shave another £100m or so off Its cost base. 

But to justify the £4bn-£7bn price tag 
being put on the business by analysts will 
require something far more. On its own 
Mercury was too big to be nimble but too 
small to compete on an equal fooling with 
BT The cable companies were good at dig- 
ging holes but ran out of ideas when it came 
to signing up customers. If Mr >Millace can 
engineer' even a tenth of the cultural change 
needed at CWC he will be worth every penny 
of his £100,000 signing-on fee. 

He has made a start by linking remuner- 
ation to levels of customer service and 
bringing on board a marketing director who 
leamt her craft at Richard Branson's elbow. 
But the so-called synergies to be had from 
meshing the cable companies* customer 
base together with Mercury’s technologies] 


wizardry are almost certainly overblown 
while rebranding the business under the 
Cable & Wireless logo is a step in the dark. 
It may have more consumer appeal than 
Nyncx CobleCorams but it is a brand which 
remains largely unknown at home. On their 
own the constituent parts of CWC may have 
been facing a losing battle against BT hut 
Mr Wallace has his work cut out to make the 
whole demonstrably bigger. 


Krupp comes a 
spectacular cropper 


its tanks on Thyssen's lawn 
.with* the engines running. Krupp last 
night embarked on the corporate equivalent 
of the retreat from Moscow. The withdrawal 
of Krupp’s hostile bid for its fellow steelmaker 
must go down as one of the shortest and most 
disastrous campaigns in annals of Ger- 
many’s corporate history'. 

If the intention of the Krupp chairman 
Gerhard Crommc was to bomb Thysseo to 
the negotiating table, then the tactics have 
misfired spectacularly. The outcome of the 
rant m i lino talks between the two sides could 
well be Thyssen's takeover of Krupp. 

Apart from the injury to Mr Crorame’s 
reputation as Germany's takeover king 
(largely built on the fact that be is its only 
exponent), the collateral damage will be 
unpleasant. First, there is the standing of 
Krupp. By tabling the bid it exposed the 


weakness of its own financial position. It 
quickly became apparent that the mountain 
of debt necessary to fund the deal would 
have stretched Krupp:s balance sheet to 
breaking point withom a large share issue 
which would in turn have diluted the fam- 
ily trusts that control 80 per cent of the com- 
pany. 

Second, the position of Krupp s advisers. 
Deutsche Bank Dresdncr Bank and Gold- 
man Sachs looks tricky. By backing the bid 
in the first place they took a huge amount 
of flak, not just from protesting steelwork- 
ers but from the German body corporate to 
whom such tactics are anathema. By drop- 
ping the bid so quickly, they have been made 
to look inept and they will probably be made 
to pay for that ineptness through the loss of 
future mandates. 

The third loser is the German steel indus- 
try. Whatever consensus deal Krupp and 
Thyssen now come up with to rationalise 
their respective steel interests it will almost 
certainly not be enough to pul the industry 
on an equal footing with its competitors else- 
where in Europe. With production costs a 
third higher than those of British Steel, 
Krupp and Thyssen have a long way to go 
to catch up. 

The final casualty is the German economy 
itself. The consensual approach to industrial 
restructuring has been tried and found 
wanting. But who else will want to give the 
Anglo-Saxon approach a spin now that 
Krupp has come such a cropper? 
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Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Graham Wallace, chief execu- 
tive of Cable & Wireless's 
proposed new £5bn cable 


group, was given a' £100,000 
“golde 


'golden heDo" on joining the 
will 


company and will receive a 
£170,000 bonus this year in ad- 
dition to h is basic salary, doc- 
uments issued toshareholders 
disclosed yesterday. r 
The differ documents for 
Cable & Wireless Commum-’ 
cations (CWC). also .reveal, 
that the complex process of 


merging G&Ws Mercury sub- 
sidiary with three cable oper- 
ators will cost almost £35m in 
fees, mostly paid to City 
lawyers and-advisers. . 

. Mr Wallace was poached by 
CWC in February from iris-post 
as head of Granada's restau- 
rants and motorway services 
business. . 

The golden hello and bonus 
come out 



of £37% 


How the fees add up 
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:$45,000, double his £320.000 
basic salary at Granada- He 
wil] also be entitled to a pen- 
sion. of two-thirds of his final 
salary. " 

The disclosures came as 
Dick Brown, chief executive of 
the C&W parent group, con- 
firmed CWC was on the hunt 
to buy other cable companies, 
though he added no deals 
would be done until shares in 
the new venture were listed on 
the London and New York 
stock markets at the end of 
April. “The door is open,” Mr 
Brown said. 

. His comments will raise 
teecntatfpn that CWC will 
fi gh t TeleWest, the other lead- 
ing cable group, to mop up the 
•■re mainin g independent mid- 
dle-ranking cable operators 
such as General Cable. 



BT moves 


to tighten 
grip on 
Cellnet 


Ad smiles: Graham Wallace, chief executive (right), yesterday with Nicholas Mearing Smith, finance director 


Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


CWC also announced plans 
to invest £290m over the next 
two years on launching a dig- 
ital pay-television service, of 
which £180m will go on pro- 
viding set-top boxes which can 
decode programme signals. A 
further £U5bn is to be spent 
on extending the cable network 
to homes. 

So far 3 million households 
have been passed by CWC 
cables, with commitments to 


extend this to 6 million by 2001. 

The new group wifi invest a 
further £430m in connecting 
business customeis to the Mer- 
cury long-distance phone net- 
work. 

Mr Brown promised that 
CWC would overcome the 
marketing weaknesses that 
have dogged many cable op- 
erators. 

“Cable & Wireless Com- 
munications is a powerful new 


force. We will be customer- led; 
we will be marketing-driven.” 

So far only 9 per cent of 
potential customers have 
signed up for the television ser- 
vice, and 22 per cent for the 
telephony offering. The 
biggest change will come this 
autumn, when the four brands. 
Mercury, Beil Cablemedia. 
Nynex CableCoraras and 
Videotron, are replaced by 
the Cable «& Wireless name. 


There was no further news 
on job cuts, though Mr Brown 
made clear that merging four 
companies meant substantial 
and “aggressive” cost savings. 
The seven customer service 
centres are likely to drop to 
between two and four, while 
some of the four network op- 
erations centres will also close. 

It is thought this will mean 
at least 1,000 job cuts out of the 
combined workforce of J 2500. 


CWC will also save tlUdm 
over two years by offsetting 
Mercury’s tax bill with the 
accumulated losses of (he 
cable companies. 

CWC revealed pro forma 
pre-tax profits of £93m in the 
9 months to the end of 
December on turnover of 
£1.5bn. up from £46m in the 
year to the end of March. 
Analysts have valued the busi- 
ness at £4bn-£5.5bn. 


British Telecom moved swiftly 
yesterday to strengthen its grip 
over CeUneL the UK’s second 
largest mobile phone operator 
in which it has a 60 per cent 
stake, writes Chris Crtiswork. 

BT has appointed Ray Smith. 
42, responsible for its con- 
sumer products business and 
retail chain, as Cellnet man- 
aging director. It follows the 
abrupt resignation of Howard 
Ford as Cellnet MD three weeks 
ago. No reason has been given 
for Mr Ford's departure, 
although H has been linked with 
City concerns at the network's 
subscriber numbers in recent 
months. 

Stafford Taylor, MD of BTs 
personal communications di- 
vision. said after Mr Ford* s de- 
parture that he would be taking 
a closer interest in Cellnet. BT 
has made dear it would like to 
buy out its 40 per cent partner. 
Securicor, but has so far been 
blocked Grom doing so on mo- 
nopoly grounds. 

Cellnet has not released cus- 
tomer numbers for this yean but 
analysts have estimated more 
subscribers are leaving the net- 
work than are joining. The per- 
formance puts Cellnet at the 
bottom of the league table of 
four networks. 

Mr Taylor said: “Ray joins 
Cellnet at a time or great chal- 
lenge in the cellular business 
and in the mobile market. I 
know he will bring to Cellnet the 
talents which he has shown in 
the retail and consumer prod- 
ucts division.” Mr Smith joined 
BT in 1987, becoming bead of 
residential calls. 
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T Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Reed aoceferated its move into 
eJectromcpublishing yesterday 
with a $320ni public offer for 
MDL -Information Systems, a 
California-based supplier of 
srientfficjnformaDoh. manage- 
ment systems. 

The recommended deal, 
which will boost Reed's most 
profitable division, scientific 
journals, and goes some way to 
using up the company’s esti-, 
mated £lbn cash pile, is ex- 
pected to defuse speculation 
that Reed might be the object 
of a hostile bid from Reuters. 

MDL’s software systems, 
databases and services help 
customers in the chemical, 
pharmaceutical and biotech- 
nology industries to marrage, 
analyse and communicate high 
volumes of research and de- 
velopment material. The com- 
pany made a pre-tax profit of 
511m in -the year to March 
1996 on revenues of $62ra- 



ai and scientific titles has helped 
profits move steadily ahead. 
'Earlier this month, Reed an- 
nounced a 10 per cent im- 
provement in profits to £806m. 

. At the time of the results an- 
nouncement, co-chairman 
Nigel Stapleton said Reed could 
swallow an acquisition of more 
than film. Last year he wanted 
that Reed was prepared to sac- 
- rifice strong earnings and mar- 
gin growth to aggressively 
pursue acquisitions in elec- 


tronic publishing. 
■ Anaiyi 


Nigel Stapleton: Warned of 
£lbn acquisition plans - 
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sevier’s most lucrative busi- 
ness, gene ratitre pre-tax profits 
of £23 lm, a profit margin of 4L8 
.per tent Elsevier Science pub- 
lishes more than 1200 scientific 
journals and {Hans to start de- 
livering them through an on-line 
^arahagg connection this year. 

Reed Elsevier’s co-chairman, 
Herman Bruggznk, said MDKs 
products enhanced the pro- 
dnetivifyond speed of scientif- 
ic research and were a good 
strategic fit with Elsevier Sci- 
ence. “There are considerable 
opportunities, particularly in 
an on-line environment, to add 
further value to the customers 
of both MDL and Elsevier Sci- 
ence through the electronic 
linkag e of data,” he said. . . 

.States' is Reed fell 19-5p to 
1084p as the market played 
(town expectations that Reuters 
might besiafiang Reed- where 
a move away from consumer 
publishing towards professiou- 


lysts welcomed the pur- 
chase, saying MDL would mesh 
weB with Elsevier’s science pub- 
' fishing business and give an ex- 
tra push .to its plans for 
electronic distribution. 

?In -terms, of multiples of 
sales and profits the price is 

pretty substantial but I think the 

synergy advantages wfll justify 
that," one said. 

The exit price/earnings mul- 
tiple of 32 is considered high for 
a publishing company but a 
reasonable rating for a takeover 
in the information technology 
sector! 

It is thought the continuing 
outflow of cash on acquisitions 
might act as a catalyst for Reed 
to put what remains of its con- 
sumer book publishing opera- 
• irons on sale. 

■. The division was withdrawn 
-front-sale two years ago after it 
- failed to attract high enough 

bids hut Mr Stapleton said ear- 
-lier this month that it was con- 
fident the operation would soon 
be attractive enough to sell 
■ again. — 


ScotAm ready 
to name its 
preferred bidder 


Clifford German 


Scottish Amicable is poised to 
announce the preferred bidder 
it wifi recommend to the soci- 
ety’s 1.1 million members, with 
the Prudential yesterday emerg- 
ing as the City’s favourite can- 
didate. A decision could come 
as early as today. 

The ScotAm board has to 
choose between the Pro, Abbey 
National and the Australian- 
based AMP by the end of the 
month. Analysts said a decision 
is unlikefy to be announced on 
Good Friday, the Easter week- 
end or Easter Monday. 

It is now dear that the initial 
decision wifi only name the 
preferred bidder. Unless the 
other bidders give permission 
details of the rival offers wfll not 
be published until the ScotAm 
board's formal circular is sent 
to members for approval, and 
that could be up to two weeks 
after the initial announcement. 

That opens up the possibili- 
ty of an argument over whether 
the best hid has been chosen. 

ScotAm ’s advisers. SBC Y&r- 
burg, have continued to insist 
that the winning bidder may not 
necessarily be the one with the 
highest headline figure, be- 
cause of difficulties in compar- 
ing like with like. 

The Prudential’s initial offer 
was valued at £2^bn but this in- 
cluded a £15)n loan to the Scot- 
Am life fund. That would help 


it invest more profitably in the 
long run but would not have the 
same appeal to policyholders as 
a large cash bonus or allocation 
of shares. 

The final bids, made under 
conditions of secrecy, may 
however have narrowed these 
differences. 

AMP admits to being the out- 
sider because it is Australian- 
based and still a mutual insurer, 
although it is the most deter- 
mined to expand its European 
operations through a takeover 
and is unlikely to be the lowest 
bidder. It is, however, malting 
contingency plans Lo launch a 
bid elsewhere if it fails to win 
ScotAm. 

Abbey National was the first 
to show its hand and already has 
a strong Scouisb presence 
through the ownership of the 
Scottish Mutual. 

Last the week the City gave 
Abbey the dubious privilege of 
installing it as favourite to win 
through an overpriced offer 
and responded by selling Abbey 
National shares. They were 
down 8.8 per cent, and the 
Prudential 6.4 per cent, but 
over the weekend the Pruden- 
tial was installed as slight 
favourite. 

Shares in the Pro fell a 
further 3.5 per cent yesterday, 
partly on tears that insurers 
would be saddled with the cost 
of American tobacco companies 
compensating smokers. 


Bass merger decision is 
delayed until after election 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


The Government yesterday dis- 
mayed competition lajweis by 
confirming that decisions on 
three reports by the Monopo- 
lies and Mergers Commission, 
including the £200ra deal by 
Bass to buy Allied Domecq’s 
stake in Carfsberg-Tetley, wifi be 
delayed until after the election. 

It means a Labour secretaiy 
of state for trade and industry 
could be faced with a series o'f 
high- profile merger decisions 
straight after the election, giv- 
ing a first test of the party's con- 
sumer-led competition policy. 

Labour could also decide the 
outcome of the controversial tie- 
up between British Airways and 
American airlines. The Office of 
Fair Trading has suggested pro- 


visional conditions under which 
the deal can avoid an MMC in- 
vestigation. but rival carriers in- 
cluding Virgin have criticised 
these as being far too lenient. 

One competition lawyer. 
Fiona Schaeffer from solici- 
tors SJ Berwin. said: "The main 
issue here is one of delay, with 
the uncertainty of what a new 
Labour government will do. It 
may be those decisions will be 
quite different under Labour 
from the Conservatives. The 
BA-American decision is now 
dearly taking place in an evenly 
political context." 


The MMC report on the 
•ere-Tetlev 


Bass/Carisberg~Tetley deal yes- 
terday arrived on the desk of lan 
Lang.' President of the Board of 
Trade. There has been intense 
speculation that Bass may walk 
away from the agreement to buy 


Allied s stake in Carishcrg-Tctic}' 
if the MMC’s conditions are loo 
onerous. The report is thought to 
have recommended the sale by 
Bass of up to 2.0QU pubs. 

Labour would have to decide 
whether the link-up. creating 
Britain's biggest brewer with 35 
percent of the market is against 
the consumer's interests. Mr 
Lang s predecessor. Michael 
Hesseliine. allowed Scottish & 
Newcastle to buy Courage, giv- 
ing the merged group more 
than 30 per cent of the market. 

Two further MMC reports 
have vet to he passed on to Mr 
Lang! These are the proposed 
merger of some P&O ferry ser- 
vices with Siena's and the 
£25Um link-up between two 
foreign-owned chocolate coat- 
ing makers, Klaus Jacobs and 
Societe Centrale. 
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Burford in £100m 
hotels venture 


The Inv estment Column 

T2 D IT ED BY: T OM STE V ENSO N 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 

Burford confirmed itself as one 
of the property sector’s most in- 
novative and entrepreneurial 
businesses' yesterday, forging a 
£lQOm Unk with one of .Amer- 
ica’s most successful hoteliers to 
recreate New York’s Royal ton 
and Paramount hotels in Lon- 
don and around Europe. 

The deal looks certain to he 
the prelude to another Burford 
demerger to follow the recent 
spin-offs of three businesses in- 
cluding the TrocadcrD leisure 
complex in London's Piccadilly 
Circus. 

Burford has been in negoti- 
ations since before Christmas 
with Ian Schrager about recre- 
ating his successful “lifestyle” 
hotels for wealthy baby- 
boomers in Europe. He made 
his name in the 1970s with Stu- 
dio 54. the New York nightclub 
whose regulars included Bian- 
ca Jagger and Andy Warhol be- 
fore opening a string of chic 


In Brief 


hotels across America. Mr 
Schrager continues to rub 
shoulders with the rich and 
fashionable and boasts Madon- 
na asa partner in his Miami ho- 
tel, the Delano. He will be 
managing director of the joint 
venture and will be responsible 
for the development and oper- 
ation of the hotels. 

Nick Leslau, Burford's chief 
executive, said yesterday: 
“There is little doubt that Ian 
has created a business which is 
Lhe envy of the hotel world. We 
are extremely excited about 
the prospect of working with 
him to create an exciting range 
of highly individual hotels in 
London and Europe.” 

Burford, the UK’s ninth- 
largest property company, has 
bought three office buildings in 
London with a view to getting 
permission to change their use 
to hotels and acquired an op- 
tion on a fourth near London's 
Covent Garden last year. 

The move into hotels is the 
latest diversification for Bur- 


China gives Boeing $700m order 

Boeing is to announce a S700m aircraft sale to China, its biggest 
since 1995. ending two years of talks that stalled with trade fric- 
tion between Peking and Washington, industry and government 
officials said. The order is believed to be for five 777s. The plane 
manufacturer is likely to disclose the sale at a press conference 
in Peking today coinciding with a four-day visit by vice president 
AI Gore, the highest-ranking US official to visit China since 19S9. 

BAT denies fighting fund rumour 

BAT Industries denied weekend reports that the company had 
approached other cigarette makers to set up an industry-wide fight- 
ing fund. “There is no basis for this story," said Ralph Edmondson. 
BAT s investment relations manager. Newspaper reports said BAT 
had contacted rival cigarette makers Philip Morris. RJ Reynolds 
and Lorillard to form a $3bn fighting fund and insurance pool 
to cope with tobacco- related litigation. 

Drug sales push up Roche figures 

Roche, the Swiss pharmaceuticals group, said 1996 net profit rose 
16 per cent as drug sales and financial income surged, and it an- 
nounced its tenth dividend increase in a row. Net profit rose to 
a record SFr3.90bn ($2.7bn) from SFr3J7bn. 

Net profits double at Gehe 

Net profits at Gehe, the German pharmaceuticals distributor, more 
than doubled last year to DM440m as a result of extraordinary 
gains from the sale of its five drug manufacturing units. Before 
extraordinary items, pre-tax profit climbed 15.6 per cent to 
DM407m on sales 12 percent higher at DM21.4bn. 

Software delay hits Microsoft 

Shares in Microsoft fell as much as 7.5 per cent in early trading 
yesterday amid concern the next version of the company's Win- 
dows software will be delayed. Microsoft has delayed The ship- 
ment of next revision of its operating system until 1998. 

New house sales increase 

Tony Travis, chairman of Travis Perkins, the building materials 
group, said the level of new house sales and total housing trans- 
actions had increased progressively since the second half of last 
year. Pre-tax profits in 1996 rose by 9 per cent to £39.Sm. 

Migraine treatment approved 

Zeneca said it had received approval from the Swedish regula- 
tory authority to market Zomig, a new oral migraine treatment. 
Sweden is the second country after the UK to approve the drug. 

Brammer warns of slowdown 

Robert Ffoulkes-Jones. chief executive of Brammer. the electronics 
distribution group, warned of a slowdiiwn in growth this year. He 
was speaking after the group reported an increase in pre-tax prof- 
its from E21.6m io £2ft.2m. 

Net income boosted at Lehman 

Lehman Brothers' pre-tax profit margin widened to 23.7 percent 
from 19.2 per cent in the fiscal first quarter ended in February, 
boosting net income to SJ44m, or SI. 16 per share. Lehman said 
the firsL quarter was boosted by gains in strategically important 
high-margin businesses. 

Profits up at Waterford Wedgwood 

Wncrford Wedgwood reported a 24 per cent jump in pre-tax prof- 
its to IR£34.9m, higher than expected, after record sales. “We 
have set ourselves ambitious goals for the turn of the century,” 
said the chairman. Tony O'Reillv. referring to his pledge to dou- 
ble sales by 2001. 




ford, which has used a blue-chip 
property portfolio bought from 
the wreckage of the early 1990s 
recession as a springboard for 
a raft of related leisure busi- 
nesses. 

It has teamed up with Sega 
of Japan to exploit the heavy 
flow of tourist traffic through its 
Trocadero centre and even ac- 
quired the rights to favourite 
children's character Noddy. 

Hotels are enjoying a pro- 
longed boom, especially in the 
capital, where rising demand 
has combined with an almost to- 
tal absence of new hotel build- 
ing since the recession to 
provide perfect conditions for 
the industry. 

The proposed deal also high- 
lights Burford's technique of 
spinning off its leisure busi- 
nesses to benefit from the high- 
er ratings attached to these 
operations than its core property 
activities while retaining a stake 
in the companies' fortunes. 

Burford also demerged 
Grantchester. its retail ware- 


Motor 
dealer 
warns of 
profit fall 


Shares in Appleyard fell 5p to 
60p yesterday after the motor 
dealer warned 1996 profits 
would be sharply down on Lhe 
previous year and said the div- 
idend would be cut. 

Appleyard expects to an- 
nounce pre-exceptional, pre- 
tax profits of £3.2m for the 
calendar year, compared to 
£7.Sm a year ago. 

The company said that in light 
of this “extremely poor result" 
it intended to recommend a re- 
duced final dividend of 1.6p, 
making a total dividend for the 
year of 4.7p (6.2p). 

Appleyard said the fall in pre- 
tax profits and dividends was a 
result of an “extremely disap- 
pointing" final quarter in its pas- 
senger car division, especially in 
relation to used car volumes and 
margins. 

Appleyard expects to sell 
further dealerships as going 
concerns during 1997, with four 
in advanced stages of negotia- 
tion. The company also decid- 
ed not to invest additional 
capital at eight locations owing 
to the absence of acceptable re- 
turns, it said. 

Appleyard estimates these 
actions will result in an excep- 
tional reorganisation charge of 
around £8.6m in 1996. while ac- 
tual and planned disposals are 
expected to generate approxi- 
mately £8m during 1997. 

It said the commercial vehi- 
cle division and the contract hire 
and leasing business, jointly 
owned with Barclays Bank, 
were unaffected by this review 
and continued to operate prof- 
itably. 

The company said the start to 
the year had “on the whole, 
been encouraging”, with order 
intake in the contract hire and 
leasing business being ahead of 
budget. 

Appleyard will split the roles 
oF chairman and chief executive 
from the end of 1997. Mike 
Williamson, group chairman 
and chief executive, will relin- 
quish all executive duties on 31 
December and become non-ex- 
ecuiive chairman. Negotiations 
to appoint a new chief executive 
are said to be at an advanced 
stage. 

Appleyard’s full-year results 
are due bn 14 April. 
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Exciting prospect: Nick Leslau said Burford would create 
a range of highly individual hotels in London and Europe 


house operation, and Colum- 
bus, a publishing business. 
There are plans afoot to sub- 
divide the Trocadero even fur- 
ther by hiving off the licensing 
business surrounding the Enid 
Blyton portfolio. 


It has been a successful for- 
mula, with Mr Leslau and his 
partner, Nigel Wray, emerging 
as the property sector’s 
favourite entrepreneurs. Bur- 
ford's shares have risen almost 
10-fold in Lhe past four years. 


Results revive 
wilting shares 
in biotechs 


Magnus Grimond 

Shares in Shield Diagnostics and 
PPL Therapeutics, two biotech- 
nology-related companies, re- 
covered some recent heavy 
losses yesterday after an- 
nounced encouraging results 
from trials of new products. 

Shield soared 40p to 690p 
after it said British tests on its 
activated factor twelve (AFT) 
“point towards" it becoming a 
significant toot for the predic- 
tion of heart disease in the gen- 
eral population. 

Separately, PPL saw its 
shares rise 20p to 447.5p on 
news that h had extended its 
transgenic drug creation tech- 
nology to rabbits. The gain 
makes up some of the ground 
lost since the price jumped and 
then collapsed a month ago 
after the announcement that it 
held an exclusive licence to 
Dolly the sheep, the world's first 
cloned animal. 

Dundee-based Shield yes- 
terday played down the impor- 
tance of the collapse of US trials 
on AFT the announcement of 
which late on Friday prompted 
a collapse in the share price to 


667 Jp after having rocketed to 
a peak of 91 9p. A spokes- 
woman for the company de- 
scribed the study of 700 patients 
in a 10-year old US government- 
sponsored programme as “in a 
sense a bonus study- because the 
main ones are in the UK". 

Yesterday the company was 
concentrating on the UK tests. 
Shield said they showed that in- 
creased AFT levels in the blood 
correlated with an increased risk 
of disease. At the same. time, 
there were over 30 per cent 
higher levels of AFT in patients 
with coronary heart disease 
than healthy people, compared 
with 7 per cent more choles- 
terol, an existing test marker. 


Separately, PPL announced 
it had successfully produced a 
so-called amidatedpeptide in 
the ntilkpfgenetical^mpdOSpd 
rabbits. The prodactfoncrf cal- 
citonin, the first time a peptide 
of this class has been produced, 
was being claimed as offering 
the potential for a greater num- 
ber of pharmaceutical products 
to be generated from transgenic 
technology. Calcitonin is used 
in the treatment of ailments 
such as brittle bone disease: 


Company Results 
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B lue Circle and acquisi- 
tions have not always 
mixed, as the overpriced 
purchase of; its heating and 
bathrooms businesses at the 
wrong end of the last boom 
showed too clearly. YesterdayV 
purchase of St Mary’s Ce- 
ment in Canada, however, 
had analysts salivating -in its' 
core heavy bufldmg materials 
division, Blue Circle 'has not 
put a foot wrong. 

1 The deal brings in 46 ready- 
mixed concrete plants, 6 mil- 
lion tonnes of aggregates and 
a handful of other block and 
brick operations at what in- 
. dustiy watchers believe is the 
bottom of the cycle in North 
America. Anti-trust consid- 
erations meant the family 
seller had only one serious 
buyer to deal with and Blue 
Circle has done a fine deal, o f- 
fering pre-interest and tax 
profits of £29m for an annual 
interest cost on the £200m con- 
sideration of about £15m. 

The shares dosed 12p lower 
at 4Q3^p, a reflection of dis- 
appointment with full-year fig- 
ures for 1996, but with all the 
shortfall in expectations oc- 
curring in the daficuh: Nigerian 
market, analysts re main ed un- 
fazed. Pre-tax profits of 
£297.6m were 9 per cent bet- 
ter than 1995’s £272. 8m before 
last year’s restructuring charge, 
and a 6 per cent dividend rise 
keeps the momentum going 
since 199Ts held payout. 

The benefit of a wide geo- 
graphic spread in the core ce- 
ment business was evident in 
a mixed bag of profits from 
around the world. The US con- 
tinues to boom with volume 
and price rises leading to a 19 - 
per cent, profit jump and 
Malyasia remains strong. That 
made up. for a 9 per cent 
slowdown at hpme. where a 3 
percent volume. dedine more 
than outweighed sub-infla- 
tionary price rises and Chile, 
tiie former powerhouse; where 
domestic competition started 
to eat into returns. \ ' 

But the real excitement 
came, in heating, where cost- 
cutting led to doubled profits 
despite sluggish continental 
markets keeping the lid on 
turnover, down 2 per cent on.; 
the year. Again that made up ; 
for disappointing profits in 
bathrooms. 

Blue CJrde’s shares have 
outperformed the market, 
handsomely for four years 
now, which is no surprise, die- 
stock's fans' say, when you 


consider its lack bf European 
exposure in. cement but big 
presence in fast-growing de- 
veloping markets. 

. .Even so, bn forecasts of 
£359m this year , and £397in 
next time, the shares trade on 
a- prospective p/e multiple of 
only 14, falling to L19. That 
compares with a sector aver- 
age of 12 times but represents 
a large discount to the rest of 
the market, which seems harsh 
given growth' prospects and the 
probability that an eventual 
sale, of the heating and bath 1 
rooms side could lead to a sub- 
stantial return of value' to 
shareholders- Good value. 

Slim Inchcape 
looks attractive 

I t has been , a busy year at 
Inchcape, the underper- 
forming motor distributor 
and marketing grOup.fr was al- 
most 12 months ago thalThfl^) 
Cushing was promoted to chief 
.executive in place of the oust- 
ed Charles MScfcay. Then, the' 
shares were cvnlyjust recover- 
ing from their- kivir of 2G625p» 
■having collapsed from their 
630p high in May. 1993 "fol- ' 
lowingprofits warnings. ' 
Under Mr Cushing and the 
chairman. Sir Colin Marshall, . 
Inchcape has streamlined, its 
businesses. The testings busi- 
ness was sold to its manage- 
ment for £380m and the Bain 
Hogg insurance division sold 
to Aon.for£16dm. 

■ Those disposals leave Inch- 


cape with £40m net cash and 
focused oti its motors, mar- 
■ ke ting and bottling businesses 
with additional interests in 
business- machines and sha- 
ping services. It is hardly the 
leanest portfolio ever devised 
but it is moving mihe right di- 
rection. Importantly the City 
has -turned .positive on the 
company whereas 18 months 
. ago there was rarely a positive 
word said about it. The shores, 
which have been treading wa- 
ter for much of the past year, 
rose 13p to 268 -5p as analysts 
upgraded forecasts. 

• Yesterday’s results for the 
■year to 31 December were in 
line with expectations showing 
. a 12 per cent increase in head- 
. tin e profits to £165m. in. the. 
motors division, profits rose by 
29 per cent with a two-thirds 
increase in import and distri- 
’ bution profits makmg up for an 
- almost identical fall in profits 
-on the retail side. Luxury cars 
have, led the way with Ferrari 
imports strong and BMW, 
Mercedes and Jaguar mar- 
ques performing well. 

. The marketing -division, 
which is roread across retail 
franchises for Timbe r land and 
a consumer and logistics divi- 
sion, is lhe next candidate for 
rationalisation. Tbe soft drink 
bottling operations were af- 
fected by start-up costs in Rus- 
sia. With analysts expecting 
£178m profits this year Inch- 
cape' shares trade on afonvard 
rating of under 13l With a mar- 
ket vahie of £1.3bn compared 
with group salesof £5.7bn, they 
look good value. 


Blue Circle : At a stance 



Swings and roundabouts at Morgan 


M organ Crucible, the carbon brushes to 
ceramic materials group, has estab- 
lished an enviable reputation for re- 
liability in recent years- It bas avoided external 
shocks try combimpga focus on a limited num- 
ber of industrial areas with adiveise customer 
base. Margins at 12,7 per cent lastyear are dose 
to the target of 15 per cent and management 
continues to bear down on working capitaL . . 

But sometim«U3ertainty means maturity and •• 
the market seemed to be concentrating on that . 
yesterday when it marked Morgan^ shares 
down 5.5p fo469 Jp dearite news of an 18 per- 
cent rise in pre-tax profits to £100m for 1996. 
Strip away a £7m first-time contribution from 
acquisitions and underlying opera ting profits 
were up a less inspiring 5 per cent. 

The fortunes of Morgan’s four divisions re- 
flected the swings and roundabouts of the de-. 
ve loped economies last year. The lengthy 
strike at General Motors early in the year cost 
around SI 2m, with more than Half the wn patf 


falling on the carbon efivision. Then came a gen- 
eral downturn in the semiconductors ‘and 
electronics industries; hitting the technical 
ceramics business, anti European economies 
started to slow. But'towanfc the end of the year, 
many areas started to come back. UK and 
European sales rose 2-3 per cent and North 
America was 6.5 per cent higher thap J995. " 
.. With uninspiring growth like thatinitsmain 
markets, Morgan is concentrating more of its 
fire on South-east Asia, which raised sales 12 
percent last year, and in continued .cost-cut- 
ting- With only 9jper cent of sales in theFar 
East, there is plenty to go for theire;^ -I .* 
Meanwhile, despite shavingperfaaps another 
gmfix>moosts last_year (for a oiarge of £42m), 


work to .do. So even if profits only scrape to 
£HQm this year, rising to£iS4m next, the shares 
on a forward p/eof l5, dropping fo-14, are not 
oyer-priced. Add rnMaigan 's relative inrnlu- 
nity to sterling and they look fair value. 
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BAT puffs ahead as insurers sink on litigation fears 
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The smoking and health liti- 
gation took sodden toll o£ in- 
surance shares. Worries that 
some of the leading insurers, 
could be liable if awards are 
made against the tobacco 
giants seemed to be prompted 
oy a leading securities house. 

' Schrodets is believed to have 
told clients that many of the 
older policies, those cakenout 
in the 1950s and 1960s. conld 
leave insurers exposed to suc- 
cessful claims. More recent 
policies excluded liability. 

-BAT Industries was thrown 
by the Schraders claim: “It 
could be right; we just don’t 
know”, a spokesman said. 
Schioders refused to com- 
ment- It was unclear just how 
much of any BAT settlement 
would be covered by the older 
insurance policies. • 

. The mvestment house has, 
apparently, produced a new 
HAT break up vataatkajof be- 
tween 670p to &30p. 

. The posabflity some claims 


could be ring-fenced helped 
lower Royal Sun Alliance 16p 
L043Qp, GRE 9p to 270.5p and 
Commercial Union, which 
feels there could be some 
modest liability, 20p to 640p. 
Prudential Corporation, said 
to be the' likely winner of the 
Scottish Amicable auction, lost 
18pto 540p. 

BAT for so king In the dol- 
drums as the health lobby has 
taken.. the- initiative, was the 
day’s best-performing blue 
chip, puffing ahead 15p to 
5Q9p. Imperial shaded 2L5p to 

T^e rest of the market had 
another sad session, weighed 
down by election and interest 
rate considerations. Footsie 
tumbled 40 points to 4.214.8, 
lowest fbr eight weeks. The 
supporting FISH 250 index 
was cat by 28JL to 4,536.9. 

There is a widespread con- 
viction US interest rates will be 
forcedhigber this week and the 
next domestic move will be a 
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sharp uplift, soon after the elec- 
tion. Interest-sensitive shares, 
such as builders and retailers, 
took the brum of the selling 
pressure. 

Bass fell 8 .5p to 800 -5p as it 
became apparent its contro- 
versial takeover bid for Carls- 
berg Tetley, the nation’s 
third- largest brewer, was likely 
to be Suck in the Whitehall sys- 
tem until after the election. 

There is also the suspicion 
Bass is, anyway, preparing to 
walk away, lo allow the deal 
the Monopolies & Mergers 
Commission was said to be 
making such draconian de- 
mands the brewer had decided 
it was unrealistic to go ahead. 

Bass, it was said, was being 


told to sacrifice more than 
1,000 pubs and some leading 
brands if it wanted to leapfrog 
Scottish & Newcastle ana 
again become the nation's 
biggest brewer. 

Scottish and Whitbread, 
which could suffer if a stand- 
alone Carlsberg Tetley is 
forced into a desperate cut- 
prices campaign to boost sales, 
weakened with Scottish off 
lip at 664.5p and Whitbread 
11 jp to 758.5p. 

Shell was another under the 
weather. The oO giant, caught 
up in a local Nigerian dispute, 
fell 24 Jp to 1.056.5p after 
closing six production stations, 
cutting 100,000 barrels a day. 

Stagecoach had another 


wayward day as the market 
continued to fret about its 
South West Trains fiasco, 
failing 29 Jp to 649 Jp. 

Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries was hit by another round 
of profit downgradings. SBC 
Warburg cut its estimates from 
£635 m to £5 65m and from 
£750m to £730m. But it be- 
lieves the worst is over and the 
shares could be worth buying; 
they' fell 122>p to 690p. 

Reed International. linked 
with Reuters in recent specu- 
lation, fell 19_5p to L0S4p; it 
is splashing out S320ra for 
MDL Information Systems, a 
US group. 

An array of newcomers did 
well. Diagonal, an IT consul- 
tancy, reached 31 Op from a 
275p placing: HeaTs. the home 
furnishings retailer issued at 
175p, closed at 205 -5p; Hel- 
phire, providing motoring ser- 
vices, rose from lQOp to 126-5 p 
and Prestbory Leisure traded 
at 2.75p from a 2p placing. 


Shield Diagnostic's eagerly 
awaited presentation was well 
received with the shares rally- 
ing 40p to 690p. 

Chemical Design, a soft- 
ware group supplying the phar- 
maceutical industry, rose 25p 
to 245p. The company, floated 
at llOpin August, has won an 
EU contract to supply a com- 
puterised chemical information 
system. 

Charlton Athletic, which 
made a relegation-style debut 
on Friday, edged Up ahead to 
64_5p. The shares were placed 
at 80p- Stockbroker leather & 
Greenwood is a fan. “Man- 
agement with extensive pic 
and financial experience is 
taking executive control and in- 
tend to operate at a profit", it 
says. Profits this year, boosted 
by transfer fees, should be 
around £ 1.55m. 

NetcaQ, a computer tele- 
phony group, firmed Ip lo 
75.1p; Herald Investment piled 
in at 60p. 


Taking Stock 


□ Arcon International eased 
Ip to 48p, despite making the 
Erst shipment from its 
Ir£85m Galmoy lead-zinc 
mine in County Kilkenny. 
Production has started at a 
time zinc prices are at their 
highest for four years. The 
development is expected to 
have a 13-year life at the 
planned production rate al- 
though only 5 per cent of the 
prospect has been explored. 

□ Speculation in the staid 
world of Lloyds investment 
trusts. Matheson Lloyd's 
closed at a 114p peak, up 
IBp, on suggestions of stake- 
building. Goshawk Insurance 
is one interested party and is 
thought to have accumulated 
a significant stake and Ben- 
field & Rae has around 3 per 
cent Goshawk, related to 
Lloyds managing agency 
G amme ll Kershaw; came lo 
market in November at llOp; 
the shares are now 124.5 p. 
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g> Why pay to 
2 bank when 
S2 First Direct 
is free? 

for 24 hour telephone banking 

a 0800 24 24 24 


FortUR written details at our services untie to F*ut Dfrect. Freepost. Leeds LS98 2RF. 
Bret Meet is a division of Midland Bank pic. Flret Direct reserves ttw right to 
to open an accouft lor you Cals mey be monitored and/or recorded. Applicants 
be 18 or owe Free banking means that there are no charges for cheque and cash 
mechtoe wi t hdrawals In the UK. standing onters and direct debits. Switch payments 
or monthly statements. Member HSBC <D Croap 
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Stronger UK economy will keep 
current account under control 



W hy. asked a colleague. 

are the current account 
figures so good when srerling 
is so strong? 

The most important ques- 
tions in economics always come 
in the simplest form, and this 
one is enormously important. 
We have just had the current 
accuunt figures for the final 
quarter of hist year, when ster- 
ling suddenly shot up to with- 
in a whisker of to its old ERM 
rule. It has come at the end of 
a year of decent, if unspectac- 
ular, growth, atid a decent, if 
unspectacular, rise in living 
standards. And at a time when 
UK house prices have at last 
begun to rise in earnest. 

Popular wisdom would have 
expected that under these cir- 
cumstances the current ac- 
count deficit would widen 
sharply as a result of rising im- 
ports, "for whenever Britons 
have felt prosperous in the 
past they have tended to rush 
out and buy things that had 
been made abroad. 

Bui this time it does not 
seem to have happened. In- 
stead of the current account 
deficit widening in the final 
quarter of the year, it disap- 
peared. In fact there was a sur- 
plus of £873m. It is a bit like the 
lime when everyone predicted 
that sterling's devaluation fol- 
lowing the exit from the ERM 
would lead to a surge in infla- 
tion: most were wrong. 

■When figures turn out to be 
very different from what might 
be expected there are three 
possible explanations: the fig- 
ures are wrong: the figures 
are right, but there has not yet 
been time for the economy to 
respond to the change, so after 
a time-lag the figures will move 
in the expected direction: and 
something radical has changed. 

The first explanation is 
always worth testing. Current 
account figures have long been 
notoriously unreliable, and 
may even he becoming more 
so. You might imagine that it 
is easy to measure what comes 
in and out of the country and 
for physical trade that is pretty 


much the case. But even mea- 
suring physical trade has be- 
come more difficult as EU 
integration has proceeded. In 
any case on the export side such 
trade accounts for only half our 
foreign earnings, and these 
''invisible" eamings are noto- 
riously subject to revision. 

It is always possible that in- 
visibles have been miscounted. 
One of the reasons the figures 
are better than expected is 
that foreign Investment earn- 
ings (denominated in foreign 
currencies and translated into 
sterling terms) have apparently 
not suffered as much as might 
be expected from the currency 
conversion. These figures will 
be revised again several times 
as more data comes in. But I 
think it is unlikely the figures 
will be so wrong as to be com- 
pletely misleading. They have 
to be wrong as to direction as 
well as magnitude and that 
really is unlikely. 

The second explanation - 
that they are right but that there 
is a lag in the economy's re- 
sponse to higher sterling - is 
more plausible. The conven- 
tional theory is thaL there 



should be a lag of u|j to a year 


Hamish 
McRae 
Instead of the 
current 

account deficit 
widening in the 
final quarter of 
the year, it 
disappeared. In 
fact there was 
a surplus 


in the response of trade to 
changes in an exchange rate. 
Economists talk of the I-curve, 
for when plotted on a graph, the 
response to a devaluation looks 
like a “T". The immediate re- 
action to a devaluation is for the 
trade account to get worse, not 
better because if takes a while 


for volumes to improve and in 
the very short term the Jower 
prices received for exports and 
the higher prices paid for im- 
ports make matters worse. 

We are talking here of a 
revaluation, not a devaluation, 
so in this case the J is upside- 


down: in the first few months 
the effect of revaluation would 
be to improve the current 
account - which of course is 
what seems to have happened. 
There is no doubt there has 
been a sharp shock to the com- 
petitiveness of our companies, 
witness the way in which unit 
labour costs have been pushed 
back to pre-ERM exit levels, as 
the left-hand graph, from ABN 
Amro Hoare-Govett, shows . 

The “lag" explanation looks 
even more convincing when 
you consider other aspects of 
the economy. Thus we are not 
responding to the rise in house 
prices by rushing out and buy- 
ing as many BMWs as we did 
last time, because we are not 
yet too sure of the durability of 
the rise. After all, everyone 
knows that interest rates will 
rise after the election (and af- 
ter a rise in US rates which may 
happen this week); higher in- 
terest rates tend to knock 
house prices, and people wiD 
therefore wait a while before 
having a splurge. Companies 
too are not rushing out to buy 
more capital equipment be- 
cause they too are cautious 
about the durability of do- 
mestic demand. 

So it would be surprising if 
there were not something in ex- 
planation number two. But I 
don’t t hink one can dismiss the 
good current account figures 
simply on the grounds that 
the rise in sterling is too new 
mud di 


to have done much damage. I 


Companies and the Pound 


&nij>etfliveMss& shock 


Exporter coetidence and stertlrig 



90 - 91 92 93 94 . 85 96 97. 


Exporter expectations 
fbft hand scale) 

81'82 83 B4 : 85 86 87 


think that explanation number 
three - that something really 
has changed - is also valid 

Have a look at the graph on 
the right, based on work by bro- 
kers Paine Wetter. You can see 
bow over the last 15 yeaxs 
there has been a dose rela- 
tionship between the pound 
and exporter confidence. The 
pound scale is inverted, so 
that the higher it goes the 
lower exporters’ confidence. In 
the last few months .exporter 
confidence has indeed fallen, 
but it does not seem to have de- 
teriorated as much as one 
might have expected, given 
the scale of the movement in 
the currency. Exporters are 
concerned, bat not nearly as 
desperate as they were in 
1982/3 or 1990/91. Maybe they 
feel they can stand a rise in 
sterling better. 

That is just physical trade. 
Maybe there is a change in the . 
invisible account too. Some of 
our invisible exports will not be 
sensitive to currency move- 
ments: the mark-up on finan- 
cial services, for example, is so 
high than the odd 10 per cent 
on sterling will not affect the 
volume much. Travel? Tburism 
is always sensitive to currency 
movements and it would be sur- 
prising ifthere were not scone ef- 
fect. But it may be that the rise 
in sterling is not yet big enough 
to change travel plans radically. 

As for other invisible earn- 

plus interest^and dividends - 
the only real loss of revenue is 
through currency translation, 
and the early sign seems to be 
that this is not too serious. 

The correct answer to the 
question at the bead of this col- 
umn, therefore, is this. "The 
current account has not dete- 
riorated partly because it hasn't 
yet had time to do so - expect 
some deterioration though this 
year. But do not expect it to get 
seriously out of control because 
the economy is better able to 
cope with strong sterling than 
it was even five years ago.” At 
least, that is the correct answer 
until it is proved wrong. 


il 



Along with the cellular office 
and hot desking, I can now 
add another worn "to the _. 
ever-growing lendon of . . 
modern office-speakr- . . - . 
“burokmdsekofC ' ‘ 

According to a booklet. 
“Everything youwarited to 
know about offices . w but 
were afraid to ask^published, 
by President, an office 
furniture maker basedin St 
AJbai^burolandscfurfi is 
German for “office 
landscape.” 

' “It’s a for m^opm -^ten^- 

arrays ofdesk&wii£di are . 
arranged to reflect the flow of 
ccnmmmicBfion between ' 
people aad-tiopartmenix,” ■- 
says the booklet 
It never really caught on 

but President’s marketing 
director ColiuSVhtson stfll . 
recommends it; as any. 
German words in a 
conversation sound •• . 
impressive. How about “lVfy. 


is in a mess 

Peg ple & Business 
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The funny sfcki of office funtftures from Presidents booklet 

MrMoorery 


encompasses a certain feeling 
ofschadenfimde yib&D.l. see a 
Zeitgeist that allows people to . 
work in burolandscnaft ” 

Feel free ta use this phrase 
near the photocopier^ . 1 • 
anytime. . 


Oh dear, more preelection 
revelations of Tory sleaze; 
Ken Clarke, the Chancellor, 
has been in court, -with the 
words “theft" and “fraud" 
flowing thick andJast. Sadly , 
for Tony Blair andpals, its t 
only in a training video . 


Hunt to speculate on the 
legal definition of a 
“reasonable man” and how he 
might behave. Would a : 
reasonable man, for instance, 
be ohe who likes his pint and 
agar, wears di-fitting suits - 
bnd hush puppies?-.. . . . 

Such a blunt reference to 
thi& Chancellor seems'a trifle 
miftir . A spokespersottfor . . 
Beacbcroft points one “The 
Chanceflorwas quite smart - 
actually: - he was wearing a 
blue pinstripe.” Obviously 
Ken & repositioning himself 
as an extra for Kavanagfo QC ' 
after the election. , 


on a. meter, plo; 

adsi 


ks his “Hog" 

m Jcs the coins 

im and heads indoors for the 

^.Hbfmally emerges at 9 JO, 
just in nm e to see his beloved 
bike being clamped. It cost 
him £68 to get it back. So 
much for trying to save on 
commuting expenses. 


Stanleys, a City' law '! 

In the vid .'filled “On -Trial" 
our Ken poses briefly as a >. 
jury foreman, who banters , 


with thejudge, played by his 
Goven 


former Government 
colleague David Himt, ex • 
Minister of Employment. All 
particqianls'i^jpeitried for free 
so, tragjealfy, there is not 
even the sdhtiHa of sleaze 1 ' 
The mock trial was shot at 
Nottingham Galleries of 
Justice last October and 
forms part of a framing pack 
for the insurance ^industry. ^ 

In the trial an insurance - 
company has- rejected a clainT 
for theft. This enables Mr • 


Dkk Brown, the American- 
born chief executive of Cable 
. &Wireless, has accelerated-, 
his drive to instill. US . ■■■> 
corporate values into the 
bureaucratic relic of empire 
by holding 6am meetings for 
directors. • . 

Adrian Afoorey; director of 
corporate Communications, 
was absolutely determined 
not to be late yesterday. ’ 
morning. Like many .of 
CAW'S board he rides a 
motorbike to work to cat 
- down dn commuting lime. 

. ; So an eager.Mr Moorey 

revs up to G&Ws office just 
off Higfa Holborn at 5.45 to 
find mat the corporate garage 
is locked. Obviously other 
members of the oimpany 
haven’t heard about Mr 
Brown’s initiative. Anyway, 


Norman Lyle, the senior 
- vice-president of the £ 

Chartered Institute of 
management Accountants 
(CIMA), has been appointed 
.group finan cial director of 
Jardine Matheson. 

Congratulations. But hang 
on. Jardine is a Hong Kong 
business, despite now being 
registered in London, and Mr 
Lyle will have to move to the 
colony. So how wifl he 
represent CIMA at the same 
time when he succeeds Rod 
Hill as the association's 
president in June,? 

John Chester, CIMAs 
secretary, says it will be “no 
problem at ml. In fact it's a 
good thing. We’re an 
international organisation, 
aitd be will be veiy well 
placed to represent us." 

Mr Chester points out that * 
Jardine has its bead office in 
London, so Mr Lyle should 
have no problem attending 
the four or five CIMA board 
meetings each year. 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 


Sterling 

Country 


Spot l month 3 month* 


US 

Canada 

Germany 

France 

Italy 


B 

Belgium 
Denmark 
Netherlands 
Ireland 
Norway 
Spam 
Sweden 

Switzerland 
Australia* 
Hong Kong 
Malayaa 
New Zealand* 

Saudi Arabia 
Singapore 


115122 8-6 

22134 01-56 
2.72T7 70-03 
9.1820 232-211 
27250 26-12 
©600 99-S5 
14026 24-20 
56171 15-10 

103* 250-00 
30601 85-77 

10»8 5-1 

10829 280-210 

23100 t2fl-139 

12309 220-160 

23501 93-84 
20476 2-1 

12.491 67-26 

39954 0-0 

23158 25-33 
60464 00 

20199 00 


24-21 

170-162 

207-196 

675-641 

71- 94 
286-280 

72- 66 
42-35 

710000 

316-232 

150 

790070 

01-01 

640-530 

271-260 


1B4-128 

00 

31-86 

<H) 

0-0 


Dollar 

Spot 


1 month 3 months 


1000 

13767 

16882 

56965 

169Q3 

12281 

11495 

34842 

64351 

16881 

15733 

67171 

54328 

76352 

14577 

12701 

77S83 

24783 

14365 

37505 

14390 


29-28 

33-31 

110-104 

265-335 

54-53 

H-12 

70 

9579 

39-37 

5-4 

50-25 

89-93 

41-S 

49-48 

60 

20 

2700 

22-24 

1-4 

24-tt 


8200 

99-96 

32201Z 

735-835 
157-155 
36-38 
20-17 
298-317 
121-115 
11 -9 
11909 
170-250 
152-101 
145-139 
14-10 
2-7 
B0-85 
6507 
5-9 
7005 


D-Mark 

Spot 


naaaa 

08155 

toooa 

33737 

100123 

727491 

05153 

206385 

38118 

11243 

03703 

39789 

848714 

45227 

08635 

0.7523 

45897 

14680 

06509 

22216 

06524 


Other Spot Rates 


Country 

Sterling 

Dollar 

Coumry 

Sterfng 

Dolar 

Anaentha 

16123 

09998 

Nigeria 

137458 

853400 

Austria 

191560 

1X8323 

Omen 

06209 

03850 

Brad 

ITUS 

10616 

Pakistan 

646328 

400799 

Ctima 

113773 

82956 

Phfippines 

42 szn 

263660 

Egypt 

547» 

33999 

PortugsJ 

273800 

169840 

Fnilaicl 

atJ40 

50445 

Qatar 

50082 

36410 

Ghana 

301388 

187000 

Rusna 

92TW7 

571200 

Greece 

■129097 

206090 

South Africa 

73438 

44300 

bicfia 

573230 

353675 

Taiwan 

445884 

276500 

Kuwait 

04901 

03039 

UAE 

59231 

36730 

Forward rates quoted high to low are at a discount subtract hwn spot rate 



Bats quoted low to htgn are ai a premium 
•Dollar rates quoted as reciprocals 
For die latest foreign exchange rates caH 0891 123 3033. 
Calls cost SOp per minute 


odd to spot rate 


Interest Rates 






UK 

Germany 


US 


Japan 


Base 000 % 

Discount 

250 % 

Prime 

675 % 

Discount 

050 % 

Fiance 

Umterd 

450 % 

Discount 

500 % 

Belgium 


intervention 3 . 15 % 

Cmada 


Fed Finds 

525 % 

Discount 

250 % 

Italy 

Prime 

475 % 

Spain 


Central 

300 % 

Discount 75 % 
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an Aintree high flier 


Being sane and sober might, 
seem unlikely credentials, to 
carry into the Grand National 
- particularly for. punters - 
but Avro Anson w31 at Aintree 
next week because his trainer 
planned it that way even before 
the horse’s birth. 

Maurice Camacho has not 
only trained Avro Anson 
throughout his seven-year rac- 
ing career, he bred him too. And 
when picking a partner for the 
gelding's dam, the hot-headed 
sprinting mare TrenKffidc, it was . 
a calming influence that was 
(pteemed to be cruciaL 

“I was taken' to see Ardross, 
the Ascot Gold Cop winner, m 
his box at stud," Camacho re- 
calls. "“Franca Vhtadmi [the 
former amateur rider] had care 
of him and she just got up on 
him, a working stallion, in his 
box. It was remarkable. I’ve nev- 
er seen a stallion so calm. She 
was able to lead him out in just 
a bead-collar. 

“I said to myself then Tve got 
a male for you’. You’ve got to 
have them sane and sober to 
start with.” 


The long-term planning 
might be ready to pay off at Ain- 
tree, bat it has not always been 
smooth progress along the path 
to the great steeplechase. Avro 
Anson, a top-class staying hur- 
dfer, provided Camacho with the 
greatest thrill but also the great- 
er disappointment of his career 
when veering off a s traigh t {foe 
and being disqualified from first 
place in the Stayers’ Hurdle at 
the Cheltenham Festival three 
years ago. . 

“My stepfather [the tr aine r 
Charlie Hall] told me when . I 
started as his assistant that if I 
couldn’t face adversity then I 
was to get out. Well, I’ve been 
in this game for a long time now, 
but I was damned disappointed 
all the same.’ 7 

Camacho, 52 has indeed 
been in. the business for some 
time, having taken out a train- 
ing licence at his stables at 
Mai ton. North Yorkshire, 22 
years ago. Fhst, though, his step- 
father “sent me to TanrfamP', 
where he did four years as a 
comment writer for that re- 
spected Ann’s publications, wit- 


John Cobb talks 
to a trainer with a 
calm approach to 
the Grand National 

nessing the exploits of such 
great chasers as Arkle, Flying- 
bolt and Mill House. 

A colleague at the Halifax- 
based firm, Brian Skirton, de- 
fected to the other side, setting 

“He's taken until 
the age of nine 
to mature, but 
this is his time. 
Now he really 
fills your eye’ 


up a small chain of bookmak- 
ers in Cornwall, but pledging 
also to have a horse in training 
with Camacho. 


"“He describes il as the worst 
thing he ever did.’’ Camacho 
said yesterday, “but he's al- 
ways had at least one horse with 
me and Avro Anson is one of 
them. 

“I’ve always told Brian that 
this will be a really good horse 
when he matures, bot he keeps 
asking me 'when is he going to 
mature then?' Well it’s taken 
until he’s nine but this is his 
time and well have him while 
he’s 10, 11, 12, to show him at 
his best 

“He’s been a big, gawky 
horse with a large frame and 
he’s only just started to fill it But 
he’s a hell of a lot stronger than 
last year. Now he really fills your 
eye. He’s a very handsome 
horse." 

Despite only now reaching 
maturity, Avro Anson, who has 
been in t rainin g with Camacho 
since his two-year-old days, has 
won on the Flat, over hurdles 
and now over fences - picking 
□p over £100,000 over obstacles. 

“He lacks experience - not 
raring, but chasing, 1 ’ Camacho 
said. “He’s had just six races 


over fences, bui the only time 
he's been out of the first two was 
when he parted company with 
Peter Niven last time. But he’s 
been over the big fences at Hay- 
dock and round the Mil dm av 
course at Aintree, which is a 
very quick track, and his jump- 
ing is not a problem. 

“I had his brothers and sisters 
and none of them needed much 
work so I'm not worried that 
he’s had just the two outings this 
year. I’ve trained him for this 
time of the year and 1 don't 
think I’ve ever had him in bet- 
ter form." 

The rain which fell at Aintree 
yesterday has still left the 
ground no softer than good, 
which suits Camacho and Avro 
Anson. “I'll be a happy man if 
it stays thy between now and 
Saturday week," Camacho said 
“But it's old turf, it never gets 
very wet. very poached 

“1’U be even happier if Mr 
[Kim] Bailey leaves in the top 
weight Master Oats, to keep the 
weights down. Then we'll be 
meeting some of these good 
horses at just about level 



McCoy uncertain for Aintree Collier seeks soft Flat option 


Tony McCoy was still unsure 
yesterday whether he will be al- 
lowed to ride in the Grand Na- 
tional. The Jockey Club is still 
trying to discover if the cham- 
pion jockey was unconscious for 
longer than a minute after a fall 
last week, which. would rule him 
out of Aintree. 

“Investigations are still going 
on and it all depends on talks 
with the doctors and the am- 
bulance staff on the day,” the 
Jockey Club director of public 
affairs, David Pipe, said ' 


Tlfe have got to work out 
how long he was unconscious. 
2 wouldn’t think there will be 
any more news today.” 

The Gold Cup and Champi- 
on Hurdle-winning rider had 
been expected to return to the 
saddle this Saturday, having 
been stood down for 10 days fol- 
lowing a fall at Uttoxeter last 
Tuesday. ' • /' 

. But his spell on the sidelines 
could be extended, to three 
weeks, ruling him out of Ain- 
tree, due to reports that he was 


unconscious for almost three 
mmirtfts. Jockey Chih rules state 
that a jockey should be sus- 
pended for a minimum of sev- 
en days if he suffers a short 
period of unconsciousness. 

If McCoy was found to have 
been knocked out for more 
than a minute the enforced ab- 
sence is 21 days. 

■ Brett Doyle is near to a sec- 
ond successive United Arab 
Emirates jockeys' champi- 
onship following a treble at 
Abu Dhabi on Sunday. 


Hie deposed champion hurdler, 
Collier Bay, could make a sur- 
prise appearance on the Flat at 
Haydock on Saturday. 

Jim Old yesterday entered 
the seven-year-old in the 
£12,150 conditions stakes at 
the track and said he may have 
to run the gelding as he has been 
unable to find suitably soft 
ground over hurdles. 

“They say the going is soft at 
Haydock but we'll have to see, 
because that is “Flat* soft which 
might be good to firm over 


jumps," the trainer said. “Ob- 
viously I would rather run him 
in the Welsh Champion Hurdle 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Maftod 
(Newcastle 4.15) 

N5: Ryder Cup 
(Southwell 4.40) 

or at Liverpool but this could be 
his one chance to get soft 
ground so be might go. 
“Unfortunately this comes 


two days before Chepstow and 
a week before Liverpool." 

Collier Bay was pulled up 
when second favourite for the 
Champion Hurdle at Chel- 
tenham a fortnight ago. having 
run just once in the build-up to 
the defence of the crown he won 
in 1996. 

But Old stressed: “The horse 
is fine. He has got more brains 
than his trainer because he 
wasn't prepared to stretch him- 
self on that ground so be pulled 
himself up.” 


HYPERION 

215 Mister Drum 335 Denver Bay 

230 Stately Home 430 Norse R^der 

330 Lucky Dollar , 5 jOO The MB Height 

GOING*. Good lo Ffom. 

S Ktght-hand nmrae; «vbi hating leucw along bar* Arajgte; nnj-b> <tf 300yd. 

Count is on MOT, 4m S or UnsOon. Esta 1 station (service from London, VntoimJ 
aiftnina course. ADMISSION: Ctab £15, Junior Oob (17 - 2Iy») 513; Qrartbund A 
Paddock 510; Pari £-]. gar PARK: £2 to members (More Lane), reminder free. 


■ LEADING TBAINBRS WITH RUNNERS: J GURud — 22 winners from 147 rumen 

3 success ratio AT 15.7% and a loss ualllevtd flake oT£25J 1,11 Pipe — 11 win- 
ner*, 63 runners, T 7. Vo, -£7.S7; K BaDey — 7 winners, 55 ramus, 12-7%, -56.75; G 
Balding — 7 winners, 68 runners, 10.3%, -47.25. . 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS; KDrawoody — 32 winners, K10 rides, 29.1%, +£31.62; A 
Maguire — 21 winners, 02 rides, 2£8%, -59.20-. 3 (Men- 30 winners, I 14 rides, 
17.5%, -533 J4; E Hide — 10 winners, SB rides, 11.6%, -421.80. 

BLINKKBED FIRS T TIME : Nrw Ghost (rtsveO) (SUB). 

WtNNEBS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: H ax rfego w n Lady (385) iron ri. Itmctmrr on Tuesday. 
LONG-DISTANCE HUNNKHSi Stately Horn* (2.50) taa been «ia237 mfes by P Bowen 
lromHavcriordwc&rQyfed. . “ . • *? . . 

I Oiei GUNNER HERTIAGE CAMPAIGN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
lr=LJ £5£00 added 2m Penalty Value £4*030 

1 1M314 RJWa INSTRUCTOR (1*) p) daft Lyeffl P VI0£er7 11 10 R Botany 

2 435123 JUST«UCEW<AMtteai»)rtsEHWiB116 D Cata»R 

3 1122F1 MtSIR DRUM (48) IMakrtn rUrixterill Wascn 8 11 6 WM l f 

■■3 fttrlffffd ■ 

BETTHHfe 44 Rjfag Instructor, 64 Utter Ikon, 12-1 Jtai Brace 
199ft C*M 8% 7 14. 6 J fenre 4-7 (0 StenoorO 3 ren 
_ form guide 

wing INSTRUCTOR has had oro wwta to recover tan rts Chttertiam amnions 
riwsflwne was only f*. tour* run of the season ne should sW be plenty bwb enough. 

Paul Weotw's savon-yearoid. 3 Bevervteftgh Uwti to Mtrtgan on fW chafing debut at War- 
wick. went on to beat Cerate tour lengms si Haydock and ran wflwBy to pound trim 
•jat naa! m me Artde. Crashing a sanffh and thnse-ouartere behind h*n on 7» worm tern*. 
Flying Instructor was beaten just twr mem tenths m tourflt to Or Royal a the FBstHai and 
s gwig lo bo dtffinA to beet on ground that uoB suit Mm ideally. Not (hot Bus wR be hi 
easy task fts Flyme hsmetor, as be must ®we 4» to bBmor Dnim. winner o* thme races 
war TencevVes season, most rocertjr by a eondortabte sre lengths bom Garcia at Tatrtnn. 
These two are rated much the same over hurtfles, but tester Onso's Kompton defeats at 
me hands of Greenback and Land Afar sugps l» has something to find owr fences. M 
Bruce has twee been beaten since landing a Leicester maiden chaw? and feoes a very stiff 
task against thesa nvete. SalacBon; FLYING INSTRUCTOfl 

l O enl MOUSETRAP CHALLENGE CUP NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5^00 added 2m 4f 110yds PmaKyVrfue £3779 - 

1 1211P6 STAIH.T HOME £2} (CO) (P Bo»«8nl P Sa*en 6 11 a_ RJotetoe 

2 505-133 KErnAffiH(lSmWP«MHiQRR»e8U.4 DtTUta 

3 /U21F-2 pqNTOQNBia«PS8)JB)BOISIr&fcFMB)M#A(%iWlOI14 Rttsmoo^r 

4 WF4U-0 D«mjcap«Wr5ElfcaffilMrsEHBsm7110 

5 0004=65 BIBBtU)(PTW%lft>»*V p T o«gey7 30a ; IRmCTnmslsj (7) 

BEnmft 4-7 swaly HDm% 2-1 Psstooa firldw l(i»y PtayeG »1 Cb^pteci, H See 

199& lncN98*xh 7 U 4 R Dunsoodr 11-4 U Ibnfil S no 


SMaiyMMtw MbosB«*K«ta bamteap chase and die Sody Was Nonce Ct«se bare shown 
that tub cotste tmgs out the best In Nm, «MK4d have been the selection, but his trainer 
reponad Iwn to be a douMU runner yesterday afternoon, as hta blood was wrong. When 
Sternly Home fasted Hs lint success over fences at Worcester m JrJy, PONTOON BUDGE 
Inthed four ftmpta second Hll-8 on. Amanda Penetfs S£itiy-raeed ID-year-old has not 
ron since and Sorely Home has mpreved vasdy bi the mesmimo, but Pontoon Bridge is ca- 
pableoftdnnstg when fresh and It muld certainly be ireerosOrg to saa how he fared rreer- 
ing Ns rival on ltfibensrtefms after taMngwe&a for age into account In Sta&ty Horne's 
BW(y absence, he a the one % be on. fMajjpend Iws Me own ideas about racing and geie 
no encouragement on he Tmcester return, while El Gee Is just a bad hunter chaser, so 
My neper, reported to Irate beer? maJtsd ly me soctygmsid when wed bemen at Plurnp- 
ton last time but a good third to Hawaiian Youth at Windsor uwouSy. looks booked for 
same place money a least. Selection: PONTOON BRIDGE 

[o on] KNALARRLLERY GOLD CUP CHASE (CLASS E)£5jD00 added 
3ro UQytiB Pmudty Value £3/169 

1 R345U-1 BWCKBffBIl Ml FP)(R W Hurnptw^ R Baber 1112 Ifl-lftD NereJI ai l w y (7) B 

2 • .1 MCHESCKI5 W) W UT»*»WU J Tn»ft*pn 8 12 5 JfrJIMo+flalph (S) 

3 323PI3 UXXYDQUMtUO (D| (Mr+G£n R LTBu^d KBHry9 12 5 Ua| S J RoUmon (7) 

4 63fK53 M4XXLM EXreESSO® l>t| G 06 Tharhert GBj*lne912 5 *J*aldiw(7) 

5 B3C-35 SOWFAGftSYTO PUAWVtot? JDutoseel3125 MrkMnd(7) 

6 5PPP-P6 DUSEAM TYCOON (17} U Benyl D WWarrc, 13 12 5 IftBIc^ifT) 

7 ZlAPt IBi GHOST f727J (Owles WHn) GGtttnp 12 120 11* 0 EMood ft V 

B 24G0RP CNBBm(!9U4eiHsUlkemeriA})alMtay)JM*e81310_llr8ftaany{7]V 
9 M MiUOB MAC (19) UstRearrenr Royal Hoc* Ardery) DWBarm 10 1110 

CMEMmh|7) 

lb D22IHJ5 NOJOtia(U)(fti9deRWSftaON6asdee91110 CmtRHafl) 

11. 4-PU5FB BMElYMONCmtRDiWataieylJ Hjtra6 115 Mr B Wsxtheiiey m 

12 OfiPUW T000UNB BM (1^ {R J RSynotiU RSynxndB 10 11 5 MrC Fbt(7] 

-12dacbrad- 

BEimft 54 BsetasRiiti, 94 tudryDoOw, 8-1 /taMesOas, 10-1 Sooofr^m ltl Mmsaa Bt- 
pms. IB-1 Nm Ghost, 25-lIhaam Tyooon, 33-1 athws 
199ft Itaormi Conqueror 11 12 7 Ma) 0 Svood 4-6 fT Thomson Jonesr 8 ran 
FORM GUDE 

BRMKBIF1E1D beat an arftnetedy nng-ruscy Famus, hw srabtemate ana me suhseoueri 
Cheitenhan RwhuntH winner, three tenths in a patm^u-poim at LerWDil last month and 
Mowed 149 vnth a very easy an in the hurtar chase here an Grand Mritmy Gold Cup Day 
(No JtAer IViht. He shotM win a^fn- imqr DoRm. successU at Worcester in Au0m and 
Ludlow (easiy) last month, ran re^y well to be thbd to Kii^ Lucifer In the FuLe WaNryrVKrm 
Muir Chase at Cheitenhem from 9lb out of 8te handkap and rates the dev danger to Brack- 
snflekl Hmm rvpiwna ako (bushed s good third last a me, to Act Tha Wag in the Grand 
M*ay Gold Cup, beaten 18 lengths, with ieantefya and Tbddlag Ion puBed up. He coitid 
a^ln reach the frame, as could Aretdes Oats, only a moderate pointer but wsmer of tha 
two-and-a-haif-miie tuners' chase on Imperial Cup day last time. SonotaRlpey wns dlsap- 
poinung at Wlrafcor bsl time but rates best of the othere. Selection: BRACKENRELD 

fo cc | ALANBROOKE MEMORIAL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 
£7^00 added 3m 110yds Penattyvaue £5435 

1 283514 DEJftra BAST 0.7) SD) (Bi NeyloO J Gfed 10 U 10 L taps! (3) 

2 JW341 C8EDCW(l«{lieiertaS05Hlbcdn0)91OU HOvmocdy 

3 2-03021 HABBSR)HNLMlr{Q(n (RJ Spencer) G BalOtig 10 10 10 (4ex) BOMB 

-lllftwl- 

BEHMK 6-4 Dntr Bay, 7-4 BmiWmb Lady, 84 Credei 
399ft varkshke Grio 10 11 5 G Bmfloy 11-1 U <54fcnl) 5 tm 
FORM GUDE 

HMBBSTOMrN tABY was tattered to get withm two and a halt tenths of Cretfcm a Fonmwl 
this morah, but she dd much better at Towcestar test vroen to beat Fast Thougns 15 lengms 
and has an esceSem chance at the weltfns today. She camas e 41} penalty for her win, but 
she mopped 7R> m the new ratm& lot mat came «m> effect on Saturday, meaning she is 
3ib lower today and has a Gib puH with Credon. Deswer Bay ts Just a pound hitter mar 
when besting WB Of TuSow a head here in February but wss a wed-bearen fourth of seven 
m Sandee's course and dtstenoe race last time. Ha sbB has awry chance n this company. 

Selection: HARRtSTONN LADY 


\A OH) RGWU. STAR AND GARTER HOME HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
1^1 D) £SjOOO added 2m Penalty Value £4y046 

1 1213-3F NORSE RAUBJ (12) (D) Iftfflr fyaffl M Ppe 7 11 10 MeEvam 

2 65-3051 tW CARROT MAN (UHD) (Wte Ji WVtaoOT P 9 11 5 PHUe 

3 2/48541 RBiB&Uipd) (D)(KV%vsm M4rceni9 10 2 RJobmon 

4 440340 COUNT B4R4CHOE (USB) (43) £4 Aks E htes*Tl MrsE Hesrh 9 100 

DUb0«r 

5 F5P6-PP YDU«ALHEffi(DHJPanemJPaneT12U>0 W iterated 3 

- 6 declared - 

MMnan 30 b. rne hanBcap vetfitt- Ctxrt BatacMs 9st 4*, Vowig Atfie 9a 31b 

BEITWG: 6-4 Ita Cmiot Mas, 2-1 M Bm, S2 Norse Rrider, 20-1 Count Baratals, 2S-1 Ybmg 

Ada 

1998: Uedras Swan Song 8 12 0 A Tory 9-4 IR Hodgeri 5 ran 

FORM GUDE 

RED BEAN, beaten 19 len&ns Into fourth place behkid BucMano Lad at Folkestone last 
month, reversed the form to beat that mel four langms at Unweld recently, out only after 
BucMand Lad had blundered bady wo out. Red Bean is 4ib rioter today, but he is 10S> 
tower than when frrashuig an encouraang fourth to Zeredar at Wnosor in November on hs 
return from a long absence and the form of his UntfeU success gx a boos at sons when 
BucMand Lao won there on Sotumay. aorrmerfy ag»ns weak opposiUon. The Carrot Mm 
looks the one to fug toUowmg res 24-lengtn success from Cooireen Hero at Folkestone. 
The maijyn was made greater by NewHands-General faring three out but The Carrot Man al- 
ready had >ss measure and. with ground concbbons again likely to sue. must go weft oft a 
71b mgier mark. None Raider was made favourite at Ludkm last month despite having 
been absent snra October 1995. He coud fresh only a distant last of three timsoers to 
Cootree and was already oemg ridden when faling at me fourth n me Grand Annual at Chet 
tenham last time. This s easier, but he is stiD prooably best watched today. Coont Bara- 
chols and Jest Alto are 100) and lDo out of me handicap respectively. 

Selection: RED BEAN 

c nnl 'UBH 2 UF HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £2/)00 added 2 m 4f 
UDyds Penalty Vahie £1^76 

1 S13-42 MM FORCE (22) (Us H Udder) Ms H Hetty 11 12 6 — Mr A Charteo- Jones (7) B 

2 63U32-4 BfiCHBC COHWTTE {17) U RheasiQi A Wood 7 U 12. Mr A Wood (7) 

3 /3f72-PO GREAT POKEY (ft (Mss N Dxirremi MBsNOxrerar 12 11 12 

JAts N Cowtoaay (7) 

4 X»4P2 8A12B (11) (Ms D Timer! Ms 0 loner BUB J* WTehritf* 17) 

5 TWIBlHBamfKTorWhTaikTna MrC Wart Ttanas f7) 

6 /22-F4 TRUESTEH.(lflCjr/ice-(»ymijrnce-(fc<tri 11 US JMrJTUcwflak* (5) 

-Bdedwed- 

BETTtNft 5-4 Tree Stoat 3-1 DrtvMg Fore*. 7-2 RaUg, 10-1 The M Ht«it IB-1 Bectrie Com- 
■tittse, 20-1 GreM Pokey 

199ft Cod ReratiOn 10 U 9 » A PMkft 4-5 (D J Caro) B rai 
FORM GUDE 

Aahou£t he has won Base pomt-io-pokits, TRUE STEEL is probably at his best over the trip 
and he was only narrowly beaten over me course and distance last ^ar. gang down by a 
length and a quarter to The Major General. He vrem on to nm realty wen m the Royal Ar 
tilery Gold Cup on this corres p onding card, going clear fnrot me 14m. onfy u> bre from the 
second lest and mnlualy be passed by Norman Conqueror on the run-m. Tree Steel again 
fearited bred when fourth to Brockenfeid over throe nvles rare last nme. loang second place 
on the rorvm, but that was a good effort after he was puled up on t» Huntingdon reap- 
pearance and he can win ttts. OaUC wa* also pulled up on h* reappearance, at Canono. 
in Sayin Nowt’i race, but he ran much batter to chase home Wiui Chance at Fahenham 
nine days later and shoiM go vet, even if hts nder agam puts up a kttte werwagn [M- 
vmg Force was beaten 20 lengths when rerrer-up to SSevenamon Mrst ar Doncaster lest 
Mk That wee an mprov em e m on what he had achievad m imp previous rune tins season, 
but he has a to do eanymg the masmum BID penalty for ha win in a soft, but quite wafci- 
abie. Windsor handcap erase last season. Tha BUI Hei g h t v«on a mapen pomt-lo-pam 
last saaeon but needs to mnprore ogreftcreitiy. uMle haodamne Etoetric Commfttee is also 
out of hs depth and (heat Pokey has green no encouragement from four starts this jaar. 

Selection: TRUE STEEL 


sotiTHw 

HYPERION 

225 Father Sky 3 j 00 Chorus line a30 Btezer 
MorMara 4 j 05 Sfoux 1b Speak 440 JET BOYS 
(nap) 5 JjO Mry Leader 

GOING: Good to Firm 

Bl^ft-hand, siiorp rtiune. _ 

■ Jbureeaurar b Uirre miles scenlvcaa of krem and three roflen 
wvtuTNcw&ikax RulUwum. RoBcston Junction n^hrayaaOon ad- 
jnms ihc mine. 4BUSSON: C2irt£I£-TT«ei5*ItoAfi(atf mem- 
bum uTcuum-S Dtonnwtd dtds £4, accompanied under- 16s tree J. 
CAS PASS: Free 


BUNKSMD FI8ST TDCEiToo Sharp Ti-'JOK Jet Boyo (4 .40). 
WINN BBS THE LAST SEVEN OATS: Mayday L MB C& 101 
who a ( Ludlow on Wednesday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNEES: Joqjas ChudWgh 13 «>A BS Of 
A Toncb ts.3ti| £ Surer Point 14D5I hare bem «ta jBijnfles 
by K FYort from Burtriirtrtgh. OtOcar 0M } h*» 

; hwaai lfHmfi&U-ABanow from Over ftowg. &«««: 

oa Al MMaigbt ( n JO l luc. been sent IBBnUlesby WGMTcatt- 
1 ‘T trnnj Cretan Ticnham. Snrorrset 


HYPERION 

235 Mqueion 3 l 10 Actfon Jackson 340 ^eer 
4Jl5Maftool 450 Surprise Mission &20 AH On 

GOING: flood. , ^ 

NT ALLS: 5f£ Iff- storels -‘4dc: mund bmbwp - mwaa. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: lliffr ounftcPBwr be best »W*w- 
. ■ Lrtr.hum!. inal enur^r. ™h r . m m 

■ Rarra«iw auDAl. of u*™- w*" 10 

Luw Fjxt. stednj. lion. Ncwnwlr 
rtkrc-. ADMISSION-- Chrh i I - < OAPs . 

n . IJAPM*. *tauWrd A 7«: AF-*r rm£teUOAP»4 r&obledS-)- CAR 

PARK: Free. 

BUNKKBED FIRST TMfc 

WIN NEBS IN THE LASTSE^P*J» ^ 2S, mfles 

LONG-DISTANCE SVNNESS: 

b> M nLmJiard Hub: Uml«». M* 

:fy5c) fflF BA£a«WmH MADWSBWES (CLASS 

i l=S®J'D> £4850 added 2YO» 

1 . WST BftOHF u Cnanfts: 9 0 — 

7 0 WgKUJNfSSHSBflSfMdSa nSreSS* 

4 MM IAW D fAAF- * - _ . i mMI 

5 RfNEJ or*** w 9 ZSifiUftiJ 

4 MM EMnmgCTtiflmaeSN 63 - , " 

- SjBgSmBf&wn 

- 7 UUfUi - 




9 4e| NEWCASTLE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
l r ~r?iD) £5,000 added 3m UOyds 

1 322211 RDfBtSXy (24) (CD) OShavocd 6 12 0 IDDonaB 

2 12PC1P ZAMBEZI SWPSJPKBF)!** Hires 8 10 6 

DwdkBpne 

3 144542 TRLMPSf J CYSteaS 103 

; : ; HeM Breeoaa (3) V 

-Sdecfered- 

SETIMB: 4-8 FWher Sky, U4 Zamtiati Spktt, 74 Wamort. 

rreTTwfl BRMDMSHAM NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
l±rr] £4500 added 2m 

] P-1U542 TENAYESmBN {14 TO D Mads 9 U3-JAH Ttwntiop [5} 

2 F3-642P OOPPERC«E(BPC9nBil01Z2 MRangv 

3 FF-F1R3 fflMMEC2flJD3M7112 

NetaeiBwaaaiP )V 

4 53S55-P KBW4NDHME(13) ABadfioe8U2 PHartay<3) 

5 52P-60P JOKUS CH2BBGK (22) RFnsiOU2 IRost 

6 5G064F3 SAMDUWY (20) T Dorraly 11 11 2 MrRAaneoa 

7 324195 CHDHBS UK pS) P Beaumt B 10 J1 RSspple 

8 2OG0P0 MU£NRMUSS(7)BfeBMftMM91011 

. Bwylyon 

9 24-560F DA5R TO THE PHONE (45) Klto&f>5106 ASSertfa 

-Sdadanrt- 

BEITW&G4 Sow*. 3-1 Saaferg. 5-lCboras Itoe, 11-2 tensjwsteigj. 
7-1 Dart To The Pboaa, 12-1 Jartiw ChreBeigh, 20-1 othws. 


0 ^A -i CULLERCOflJS HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£Aj 02S added lm 2f 32yds 

1 213-136 IWItlNORyBt(Weni*sASwrtwfc4loO_jaorte7 

2 2104'-® SHERQV D2) (CO) S Mstiwrt 5 9 11 OlHMalB 

3 067600- srail8SRMBW(148KC)Denjs9nrtil098_JCwrt9 

4 30*310 a»»WK (U)raF)E«aDn596 : — KRrton4 

5 3BOS HASFEM pi) W J Ptaa696— 

G 050005 MHnEY GRANGE BOY (11)1 L Eire 4 96 0 Pm* (3) 13 

. 7 \ £yrO CHAIHaBHLABCPfftABMldhrtI59*P— rttifeaiia 

G 104100- ACB0WJACN®W(1G1) (0)SB*Matb59 l^._ ifDeriey 1 1 

9 640200- OFIBfflC (Ml) Nftpt)#5B0— L Q— ort 2 

10 140545- NBkBHBXE BOT (151) M itegw 4 9 0„ jftrtp elB 

u 004120 MUSS HDMrtrti 58 12 — BaaaWntiemi 

12 003605 t*mM(FR)TORHcftrtieoil5810 Plaart{3}6 

13 340TO6 PfCABD gaFMup»4BS — !F«rta5 

14 300005- SWBAftPnANC6P3ftEWqmB4_81 — Jga B 

15 000500- BUHBU0HR (25Q) BBMriS 713__-_JlltaBaedyl7 
1£ 600660 NTOBYHABWS® Drei6mcolnoe>a713JOBYIaUarlE 

17 604B44- PBDOUD (338)MBAUn67 13 SBaMM 

10 BSSOOO SWIOIW (Ml) FWbBtn 5 7 10 FMatnaS 

-ISdadwwd- 

BET11NS: S-moomf. 7-lAetiao Jecfceoa. a«XK.8-i rfiii ig (i l g i L an e, 10- 
X Sivilfcwh. 12-1 R«g Bm, GKtat, NnAridD Bor. KMyer. 12 ottws 

A n] KttJJNGSMDRIHSEUJNS STAKES (CLASS 
GJ £2*75 added 3W 6f 

1 000- CROSBY NOD 037) EVRymes 90 JtDwdeyS 

2 0-445 ERE! (ftMQ«nnon90 TQrtn9 

3 MElMCIIOHROs^SO LCtrsnodrS 

4 0 PRfHMBir® IkslftanBknSO JFortsael 

5 11DUW- uanO0TR®DS (23aWWSorEy9Cl-_StWliBrti7 

6 415154 CMUKOmfDiN IbttrB 13 X Steal 171 2 

7 BBURUAMDods69 SUMGtK4 

8 03-50 HKHEIHE GUMS f64)D TOMBS 9 ICamtiiS 

9 150050- STOERSnm (K7)flTh0ffpeHi89 IMStQB 

-9Mnf- 

BgnWft 6-2 WBtort Fdwite, 9-1 near, 7-S Skyer* lii Pmai- 
hw, fri CMfeft 1W. Hm» The Ctooris, 20-1 Crorty NorL 2S-1 otters. 


looHl LONDON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
l±rr] £4500 added 2m 4f UOyds 

1 W4245 LWE OF LDUGHEA (98) TO KBa4ey7 120 CODwyer 

2 M15S> TOO SHARP ES) (D) (BF) Ma H Hngti 9 1112 — ICototyB 

3 63WY- PEICEOfflCB!{S23)(D) ABSeo* 11 11 7._HARbgntl 

4 FF313-3 C0UKIB)BAUNCE(TO9) J McCmredK 10 115_S McHoIl 

5 133685 HORDERN OFIMS7C10J B liartyn 9 10 13-lfeJ UeweBja 

6 111553 HT OF A TOUCH D3) ROW lllii 12 IFmt 

7 0-40033 BUSES MOIlliOIE (Fft) (26) P Rfehera 8 10 4 SRk 

8 43Q3UP CtStitASHPEIBt(7)M*PBk*Ertonl0100-^rLorts{S) 

-B futire d- 

imamun ne&c 10a. Tree nanfap we^ic Cuna#> PHer 9a 12b. 
BETTING! 54 Irte OfiBa^wa. 3-1 Tso Sh^, 7-2 GM Of ATeort, W Bta* 
«r Mrefe la re , 7-1 CoonbetaMnee, 10-1 Northern OpBatifl. 20-1 ttbtn 

[kTae] MANCHESTER NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
LZzS £%000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 0-23213 PEACE LORD (24)01) Mo DWne 7 11 B 1 FUtiey 

2 2FFP55 ORYF8U.LAD(8}J Norton 6 112 Derek BynwB 

3 13-4UU FWfZAL (22) G McCout 10 11 2 9Hobaoo(7) 

4 41-20H’ SMUXTDSPEAK (26) MasH iwge 511 2 ICrtOly 

5 0P3M3 ara»P0W|lftRFita6112 IFrtri 

6 PRFFtG TORSAL (13) T Dcnreftr 8 11 2 M-R tenon 

7 CHOPOO GARLY-J m F Jadere 6 10 11 JfeNKaot 

8 WFT- HOWE TO UFE (88 7) M Brtb y B 101 1 JBr0Md>hrt(7) 

BEintlft 4-7 Peace tort, 3-1 Stout Tb Spook, 6-1 Tareri. 7-1 PrlmaL 14- 

1 Dry HR Lad, 20-1 Steer Point, 33-1 other*. 


A 1 = 1 HOLYSTONE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4900 added Lm 

1 320425- G0LDBiTNUMJEB8WPS2)NTIr«fer4912 

; Hra morel 

2 6&23 TSBM OF) T D toron a 8 12 D Itan How 4 

3 00- BORNflNnEWUI(l8S)SKeaeiie0 4 97 

hnqr Bensoo (7) 7 

4 0 FSSMNSUSETft) MssJ Bona 59 7 LHewwS 

5 054- MAFTO0L(Ul)JGcGdai389 LOrttodS 

6 54- NOME (154) M Mar 38 9 JCmoG2 

7 WDIfiO DAMN U Jcrroor 3 84 Omo McKaowi 3 

-7drelareJ- 

iiLll l M. 8-lH4rttlxit.3iTer rtnii , l l- J l wfi ga P— ». 12-1 flortwi tt»a>- 
dertolt NoMo, 33-1 Bore On Tbe Wrt, fMretao SmmL 

|A ~ RA l MONKSEATONSPWNT HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) £ 4.300 added 5f 

1 045000- SWEETUAfflC 388)08 PHorfngS MO 

PwBEdriay2 

2 020005- HfSDER 1RADER (140) (0) Mre J fSmsden 6 9 9 

0*8 Wot (7)6 

3 000000- CR0SSHE BORDER (137) mONdiOB 498 

Alex (heaves ID 

4 001400- SWWJSEINSSXRI OBS) 98 i*S J terrertn597 

„__1 Fbneu 11 

5 400060- ll£SSMGM)ISGUSE(151) (CD) M WEesRUy 4 91 

RDrefeyB 

6 155030- EXPRESS GSL (137) (D|DMiAn3Bll 

Dottbo Heftrtt W * 

7 04-3040 CAnAHCARST(4ft(Ea8DNrt(rt68U ICauG13 

8 20160« AflLESM3*Ta53)cri)UWE*aTty581Cl 

_JJato *»on 14 B 

9 1-22114 MUft(U)P)0Cfapnan887 AD*aae3B 

10 005302- ABBDN(153)(CD)J0BiylO87 NCartriel 

11 010000- G8AM) CH4i«lJ 053) ^8 0 MOT* 5 8 fi. 

jaaWKri»(7}& 


A An! GLASGOW MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS F) 
L___J £2^00 added 3xn UOyds 

1 0204-25 RSI BOYS (122) (BF) Mrs J Pfmsr 7 11 5_ — PUrtiyB 

2 320335 LEAP H TIE MRK 03) Mg* 11 5 AThoratoe 

3 43 P8BMNEUTE(38)C£&nor6il5 lOsboroe 

4 P2 RYDER CU 1 (49) h Harienon 5 11 5 JiARtrgerrid 

-4dedared- 

BETTWfe 3-4 JW B^o. 7-4 Ryder C^, 9-2 Peretta Bite, 9-1 leap In The 
Dark. 

I c ml DUBLW STANDARD OPEN NARONAL HUNT 
rr*V J FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £ 1^00 added 2m 

1 1 MAYDAY LAUSN (6) (D) A BMy 5 11 B ^Yfynno 

2 BALLY1MCOOL C Eftrttn 5 11 4 JOrtome 

3 5 BWonei HARRY (35) J Marten 5 11 4_ JlrR Thoretoa (S) 

4 0 CHYDll ATMDWGHT (11) WG MTumer 5 114 

JPcwre(7) 

5 CHAi&E KEAY G Mcdul 5 114 D Fort (3) 

6 ME BOY* Harvey 5 11 4 Mr R J Barrett (7) 

7 6 COWBMTY SERVICE (22) J NOrtch 6 1013 

ECrtapuoO) 

S MBnri£ABSUVsJC«S4 10 5 .Ttart 

-Bdedarcd- 

Bnrae W CMe Keay, 3-1 Itoyrtqr lareea, M BaGyaucool, 5-1 Nfey 
Ureter. B-l Coagreuntty Service, 12-1 Brother Harry. 1S-1 Ceeyoo « Ifiti- 
n«rt, 2S-1 One Boy 


12 Q2C000 STH’IBCOffi ROCKET (32) (CO) R Farey 684 

F Norton 8 

13 301000- PRESBG"N CORRECT (96) ID) C BooV< 48 1 

LChrenockU 

14 02600- tU£C U5E (157) E Nann 4 7 10 JtFbenrt 17) 7 V 

-Mdaetored- 

Unamn uelffic 7B 100. True narvficap nefetc Magic Lwe 7a 8b. 

BEnwe 4-1 Sreprtte Htortii, 5-1 Kelar. 7-1 Able Sheriff. B-l Extras 
art Sweet ttegc. 10-1 — fetfrtfeftrtte Piwent 'a Crerect 12-1 Am- 
ion. taatore Ttocter, Croes The Barter; 14-1 Grand Orepeje. 15-1 otiiere. 

(corn EARSDON HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4fi2S 

L^frJ added 2 m 19yds 

1 902260- OPAQUE (279) WSany 5 100 SWbtanrtblO 

2 503 120 TtJAeSSV (H3) R8asamn9913 H BasAoaa <5) 4 B 

3 65H50- DOUBU DASH (2B8DMoffefi 4 99. Jlreren Mcfbat (3)8 V 

4 342600 HARD LOVE 146) )L Eyre 5 9 7 TWBtarasU 

5 11250-2 ROYALCRIZSt (73) J Bcromley 8 9 5 ILOWB 5 

6 01211/0- UEREF071](D]MWvm594 G Dreti w rt l 

7 0340-51 ROAD RACSt (22)08 Mrs) (Urirten 4 89 -.JFtoWa 11 

9 36-3152 SHAHYR (17) (0) B hurunead 68 7. F lyndi (3) 15 B 

9 046040 CAPINN MARMALADE (21) 81) 0 Than 8 B 3 

PeulEddrey 14 V 

10 052150- ALL ON (132) J Hetnaton 6 8 u H Remedy 9 

U 0543-00 SHY SUSS (4® M Cared* 5 7 13 LCbamacklG 

12 262320- U6IRB (1551 U Do* 6 7 10 DatoGGrecnl 

13 505CHXF ROUAUID (318) M BBnsnard 7 7 10 iQrtnB 

1* 000600 SHP-S DANCS (2£) Don Erect, taaa 4 MO 

Khrllrtlre7B 

15 503304 TOP PRIZE (57) (D) M Brest 9 7 10 H Crete* 12 V 

IS 01600Q-- XtNGKO 1537) k (ttg£9 7 10 JBraeMftS 

-lBdedreed- 

MHhu» *e&c 7a 10b. True narteapne&ic Hamafco 7a 9B. Sip s Dancer 
7s So. Top Pte fittKto 7a 5t 

BETIWft 114 Bead Racer, 6-1 U Brief. 7-lShaU)e I 61AB0n.T»»g8oe» 1 
10-1 Opaque, 12-1 estate Dvroafreto.Hreti Lore, Lostrix, ScyafOtiren, I 
161 EMe 88 b, portte Part, Wum rt to , an c«here- 


Kammtarra could 
cause rush at 10-1 


Dubai World Cop: Kammtar- 
ra tsa lop-priccd UM wilh lhc 
Tote - Coral and Wiliam Hill 
go 7-1 - while Flemensfirth is 
16-1 (Coral/Tote) - William 
Hill and Ladbrokes go 10-1. 
Key Of Luck is 20-1 (Lad- 
brokes) - die Toie and William 


RACING’S 

FUTURES 

MARKET 


Hill go 12-1 - while Even Top 
is 33-1 (Tote) - Coral go 16-1. 

Ian Davies 


Dubai World 


Horae ffiamer-iveigiU _ 
Stohon iR Mandefia/US) 


Camacho: High hopes 

weights instead of having to give 
them a few pounds." 

Skinon. now semi-retired as 
a bookmaker, has a passion for 
old aeroplanes, hence (he name 
Avro Anson. Grand National 
day is usually one when the 
bookies can cheer en masse, 
whatever the result, but this 
year there will be one set apart 
from his colleagues. His hopes 
are more Iban just a flight of 
fanev. 


u»o«rea if L agouctie.FO 

SkMtaatof (M Sinuie- 

Formal Gold tW Peny/US) 
Mnowrtam iSaeed bro Suroori 

nanuareflitt U Gosriam 

Ka» Of Luck ih Mclaufltiia'USi _ 

to— tor IG VYatertouse/Au &i 

B loo Dtnda iM Johnston) 


Lua o (C Bt main) 


Corel w refam mi yrtrokre 

l± -4 Uj4 

T2 4=1 L2_ 

5-1 11-2 9J!_ 

6-1 11-2 6-1 

7 : 1 frl_ 

7jl TO B-l 

16-1 lQ-i 10-1 


£3Cb-wBy a quarter trie ook. naan 1.2.3 ‘Had Al Sneba. Saruntayi 


Grand National Handi 

Horae iTimertewtehi) C 


Chase (4m 4f 


Coral WWamHB) 

Ladbrokes 

Tote 


B-l 

B-l 

7-1 

10-1 &-1 8-1 10-1 

14-1 

14-1 

14-1 

14-1 




16-1 

16-1 

16-1 

16-1 

161 


14 1 

12-1 

14-1 

16-1 

12-1 

18-1 

12-1 

16-1 

12-1 

161 

16-1 

20-1 

20-1 

161 

20-1 

20-1 

20-1 

161 


Antonin iMre S Bjamjli/9sU 3lbi U l 14-1 14-1 

Avro A nson (M Carnar »q’ l&ic2l t>i 16-1 16-1 1 6-1 

i « ffcggggg rr Tate/10st4lb) 1B-1_ 14 -1 12-1 

Time For A Run ff Foraer/lO^Jlb. 16-1 12-1 U-l 

Wvfd e Hide 1A I T Moot& l 9sa3ibi 14-1 16-1 1 6-1 

Betinom Khrt IP Nl»oll^l'> alJa. 16-1 20-1 20-1 

General Wnffc g Fbraier. lOsi- 26-1 20-1 20-1 

Eacfl-way a Quarter tfw -xws. prar« 1. 2. 3. J i4/ntre«. Saturday. 5 Adrift 


Guineas Stakes (lm) 


Imflscreet 'D Lodert 

ShairtMi iSaeea Mn Suroor) 
Entrepreneur (M sioutei 
Poteen iL Cumanii 


Coral WUftem HBt 

Ladbrokes 

Toie 

62 

4-1 

4-1 

7-2 

7-1 11-3 7-1 7-1 

7-1 

61 

61 

7-1 

8-1 

161 

161 

61 

161 

14-1 

14-1 

U-l 

161 

161 

14-1 

261 





Oaks Stakes (lm 4f 


i UGosdOTi 
r WR Hero, 


-l*!l IM Ifei 

lii 20^ i^l 

-2*1 1 6J. 2?^ IfcL 

J5-1 Ifil 2^1 IfiJ. 

XU 161 25-1 20-1 

2S-1 16-1 _S0-1 

25^ |6J 1 6J 


Uhl Peredtoe iSaeed bm Suroon . 33-1 203, 33-1 

Each-way a quarter trie odes. p*a ces 1. J. J , Epsom. Friday. 6 Junei 


Derby Stakes 

Horse (Traroen 1 

Happy Valentine iSaeed wn Suroon 

Brti e m eweur iM Slnutei 

Bahhar e U Cfonir®) 

Hteh Roller (H Cecil! 

Inrtocreet (D Utter) 

Yorkshire ip Colei 

Mrrta nl y iSaeed bln Surcorl 


Eacn-wav a quarter the odds, places i. 2.3 itpsom. Saturday. 7 Junet 


RACING RESULTS 


Cora) 

WHU&mHB 

Ladbrokes 

Tote 



10-1 

12-1 

12-1 

261 

261 

261 

261 

20 1 

261 

261 

261 

20-1 

261 

20-1 

261 


261 

261 

261 

25-1 

361 

20-1 

20 1 

361 

161 

20-1 

261 


HEXHAM 

2.00: 1 OUMOND BEACH <E Cada^un) 
7-1: 2. tfi^iiand Wey 112; 3. Court Jok- 
er 13-2. 8 ran. 11-4 tav liaiieisefodis r Jim. 
4. 4 iG M Moore*. Tote: £5.50: £250. £2JCL 
£2.80. Dual F-yecaa. £26.50. CSF: £38 52. 
TncasC £227.78. 

230: 2. BOLD STATEMENT (N Bendeyi 5- 
1; 2. Southern Oou 4-1; 3- EastcflfTe 12- 

I- 20 ren. 3-1 fev Pfentiano Sou-ra i5thi. IV.. 
rer- iG M Moorei.Tote: £720; £2-10. £2 00. 
£4.20. DF: £8.60 CSF: £24.12. Tnc: 
£28.90. 

3.00: 1. BRIGHT DESTINY (Mr 0 McFnad) 

7 -1: 2. Just F=or Me 100-1: 3- Rusty Blade 
12-1. 13 ren. 1 1-4 fev T.-.fo Fc-r One ‘pofed 
upl. 22. 14. U Goidrei. Tote: £9.00: £2.40. 
£1330. £3.40. OF: £305.70. CSF: £490.72 
Tncasc £7,229.41. Tno rw. won. pool o< 
£299.71 10 Newcastle 3.10 today. 

3.30: 1_ ENCHANTED COTTAGE lE 
Caiiapuni 7-2 lav: 2 Mmtm de Muslque 
10-1: X Poppa Charlie 8-1: 4* My NBssfle 
20-1 17 ran. l'A. 6. U M Jerteisom. Tote: 
£3.70: £1-30. £3.10. £2.00. £6.00. DF: 
£24 SO. CSF: £40 52. Tncasc £263.96 Tntc 
T76.0C'. NRk fllfefby. My Snenandoart. Tne 
Nee Wanz. well Armed. 

4-00: 1_ FRIENDLY KNIGHT (A S Smnhl 
5-1 2. N a wtfnoohey 12-1: 3. Exemplar9- 
4 fev. 11 ran. 5 l V.. iJ HrtJaner.Tote: £8 10: 
£2.4>3. £140. £1 80. DF: £64.00. CSF: 
£54.48. Tno: £4140. Non Runners: Ccreion 
Joker. Doing Past. 

430: 1. PARIAH iP Nrveni 4-1. 2. Duke 
of Perth 7-2- X CtiB Wind 9-2. 8 ran. 5- 
2 to BarrijY Gone Ibtn). J. 23. IM Todnaaen. 
Tote £430: £2X10. £1.70, £2.60. DF: £9.70. 
CSF: £17.48. Tncast: £59.46. Trra: £10.90. 
Non Runner heen To The Last. 

5.00: 1. INTO THE BLACK IG Lee) 6-4 fan; 
2. Lord Knows 12-1: 3. The Snow Bum 6- 
1. 19 ren. 4. sht-hd. iMro M Reveleyi. Tote: 
£1.90: £120. £7.00. £180. C-F. £33.10 
CSF: £22M Tncr. £40.40. NFS: hit Smar- 
ts. Roman 0uil3w. 

Jackpot not non, poor of £2.555.01 earned 
forward to Hwcaed* today. 

Ptacepot £150.60. Quadpot £2630. 
Place 6: £290.59. Place S: £106.35 

LBUGFfELD 

2.20: 1. KINGSDOWN TRfX « Pemann 
5-6 lav; 2. tracks or My Tears 7-2: 3. Mfo- 
ror Four Sport 2-1. 3 ran. 3 ! ' ; . l ! r.. iG L 
Moore*. Tote: £1.50. DF. £2.50. CSF: 

2.50: L ASSUME iD HoHand' 8-11 lav: 
2. Here’s To Howto 2-1: 3. Farley Mount 
100-30. 4 ran. 7. 2 1 /.. (JMSls). Trrte: £150. | 
DF: £1.40. CSF: 12. 71 NB: Juggler 

320: 1. CASTLES BURN1HG fl. DPDOril 3- i 
1; 2. Mendoza 5-1. 3. Shelton Sovereign I 
8-1 8 ran. 5-2 fev Baby fere- 10. <C Cyc- 

en. Tote £4.80: £1.50. £1-90. £1^0 DF: , 
£5.40. CSF: £17.47. Tncast £100.29. | 

3.50: 1- SWST S4JPPOSIN (L Deftorii 9- ■ 
4 fav-.z. N0Speedns9-l: 3-TalkilataBeBB 

II- 2 ID ran. ■/.. strt-M. iC Dwyeri Tote: . 
£3 00: £1-50. £4.20. £1.70. OF: £14.80. I 
CSF. £15.12. Tnaaar £10103. Ins £223.40. 


420: 1. BARBASON [Candy Mransi 4-1; 
2. Ctnsatown Flyor 20- 1; 3. Spencer's Re- 
venge 31 lav. 8 ran. ha, l ;:. <G l Moorel. 
Tote £4.90; £170. £2.60. £1.10. DF. 
£64 80. CSF: £75.71. Tno: £182.50 (part 
Ywn. pod Of £115.73 earned forward 10 New- 
castle 3.10 today i . NR: Suceru>x 

LWAYPOWTT Epratoi 9-1; 2- Apol- 
lo Red 9-1 3. Rottey Spinney 9-2 10 ran. 
9-J lav snaro imp. r*_ 1'/.. iR Cnaraon) Tote: 
£8 90: £2.90. £4.40. £120. DF- £75 40 
CSF: £91.71. Tncasc £393.74. Tn« £260.60 
pan won, red ol £fr5 75 tamed forward ro 
Newcastle 3.10 today. NR; Nellie North. 
Placepob £47.90. Quadpob £12.50. 
Pface 6: £79.16. Place 5: £47.03. 

LUDLOW 

2.10: 1. SURANOM (J F Troeyl 8-15 tav. 
2. Little Shefford 3-1: 3. Worthy Memo- 
ries &-1. 7 ran. 3. 6. iMn D Hamel. Tote: 
£1.50: £1.20. £190. DF: £1.70. CSF 
£2-27 

2.40: 1 CAPT1VA BAY IS Wynne) 5-1: 2. 
P h ila teli c 11-4; 3. ra wiay Flyer 4-6 tav. 5 
ran. 1.6. (Mrs A Hewtu. Tote £6.20; £3.50, 
£1.30 DF: £4.00. CSF: £20.67 

3.10: J- FIRST CRACK (S Wynne) 6-4 tav; 
2. Drum Battle 7-2: 3. One More Dime a 
L 5 ran. 9. 4. if Jadani. Tote: £1.90: £150. 
£2.30. DF: £2.3C>. CSF: £8.75. 

340: X. FICHU IM Fbchanlsi 7-2; 2. 
CooHsen Hero 11-2: 3 r ererick 7-2. 7 ran. 
11-4 fev Super Sharp l4tfij. 1-r.. 5. IMr? L 
Richantsi. Tote: £4.60: ILL 90. £L90. DF: 
£19.50. CSF: £20.53. 

4 JO: 2. QUITE A MAN tC Maude) 6-4; 2. 
Ryton Run 16-L 3. Little Rowley 25-1. 6 
ran. 6-4 la-r Joftv Boat (pulled upj. 16. 2v-. 
IS Brooksnavri. Tote: £2.80: LL60. £2.70. 
DF: £20.00. CSF: £19.64. 

4.4ft LSAMAAOREUOlCUenellyn) 10- 
11 fav: 2. FastM Gold 6-1; 3 Copper CoB 
11-4. 5 ran. 3-r.. 12. iNTwiaon£isMee'. Tote 
£L70: £1.10. £2.20 DF: £2.40. CSF; 
£6.36. 

Ptacepofc £127.00. Qnadpot: £16.80. 
Place & £55-38. Pteee 5: US. 01. 


IWa.f.MIOKtl 


VTHE 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


lUV^OMMEfTTAR lESj Hjjml 


SANDOWN 

971 | 

981 

NEWCASTlf 

ijrTj 

982 

SOUTHWaL 

1 973 ! 

983 


ALL COURSES RESULTS 

0891 261 970 

Lb.L.J 
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TUESDAY 25 MARCH 1997 » THE INDEPENDENT 


sport 


There should be no argument about the outstanding 
discoveries of the season, Richard Hill and Colin Charvis 



A few months ago, at a Rugby 
Football Union dinner where 1 was 
taken as a guest, I just missed win- 
ning a competition to choose a 
post-1970 Dons XV. Competitors 
had to come nearest to a side se- 
lected by Jeff Probyn. I wanted to 
choose as my centres Mike Gibson 
and Jeremy Gascon. 

Bat then I thought to myself: no. 
Guscott is too much of a ‘Taney 
Dan” for someone like Probyn. So 

1 put in John Dawes instead. I was 
wrong. Probyn chose Guscott The 
moral is that it is unwise to guess 
someone else's motives or intentions. 

Accordingly 1 do not intend toprr- 
dia the choice Fran Cotton ana bis 
colleagues will have made when on 

2 April they announce ibe Lions Par- 
ly to tour South Africa. From Cot- 
ton's Lancastrian admiration for 
Rugby League players. I should 


guess that be will take John Bent- 
ley as a wing and David Young as a 
prop. Neither is in my party, though 
the former League players Allan 
Bateman, Scott Gibbs, Alan Tait, 
Jonathan Davies and Scott QuinneH 
all are. 

The first choice full-back is Neil 
Jenkins, if his arm has mended, 
about which we shall know more in 
two days' time. If he is not fit, his 
jjlace goes to Mike Catt, though not 
necessarily as first choice. Catt, 
however, is already in the party, con- 
testing the first choice outside-half 
position with Davies. Gregor 
Townsend is perhaps lucky to make 
the trip because he had what was, 
by his standards, a disappointing sea- 
son. But his ability also to play as a 
centre tilted the balance. It is, how- 
ever, essential to have two real 
place kickers, of whom Catt is not 


one, in the side; either Je nkins and 
Davies or, if Jenkins is unfit, Paul 
Grayson and Davies. 

I make Ieuan Evans captain be- 
cause of his experience and because 
he is stifi the best right-wing in the 
British Isles - provided, ana it is a 
big provision, he can contrive to re- 
main more or less in one piece. The 
English wings, Tony Underwood 
and Jon Steighthohne, choose them- 
selves, and Denis Hidde comes 
along for his great speed and his 
proven try-scoring ability. Three of 
the centres, Bateman. Gibbs and 
Guscott, likewise choose them- 
selves. The fourth position lies be- 
tween Tail and Will Greenwood. I 
am |oing for Thit for his excellent 

scoring record. 

There can be little argument 
about Austin Healey and Robert 
Howley at scrum-half. I am taking 



half, saunhhalf, hooker and No 8. 1 
am certain that extra half-basis must 
. be taken. There can be rational dis- 
agreement about where the others 
should be accommodated. Thus there 
could be five centres and two hook- 
ers, or five props and two hookers. 
But the flurd hooter in Richard Cock- 
erfll enables the Leicester front row 
to go en bloc. Unhappily they look 


ALAN WATKINS 


Gary Armstrong also - if he is will- 
ing to make the trip - for his in- 
domitabQity. So far, he has hardly 
been mentioned by my colleagues 
in the Press. 

The pattern I am following is to 
make up the 35 by choosing an ad- 
ditional player in each of the five 
spinal portions of full-back, outside- 


lost to Brive in the European Cup fi- 
nal at Cardiff 

dearly the present English front 
five must be kept together too, 
which at lock leaves the additional 
places to be contested by Gareth 
Llewellyn, Doddie Weir. Jeremy 
Davidson and Craig QuinnelL I am 
choosing Davidson for his jumping 
and Quinneil for his aggression. 

It may well be, however, that 
Craig's best position is, as his father 


Derek's was, at No 6. Here the choic- 
es are Rob Wainwright and 
' I^wreiu^DaIIagjfo.ThraxslKnjldbe 
. no argument about the outstanding 
discoveries of the season, Richard 
HID and Colin Charvis, who both 
happen to be genuine No 7s. I am 
. sony to omit Ben Gados at No 8 but 
the extra place goes to Eric Miller. 

My Lions party: Full-backs: N 
Jenkins (or M Catt), J Staples, T 
Stimpson. Wings: I Evans (capt), D 
Hidde, J Sleightholme, T Under- 
wood. Centres: A Bateman, S Gibbs, 
J Guscott, AlhiL Outside-halves: M 
Catt (or P Grayson), J Davies, G 
Tbwnsend. Sczum-haives: G Arm- 
strong, A Healey, R Howley. Props: 
J Davies, D Garforth, J Leonard, G 
Rowntxee. Hookers: R CockerilL M 
Regan, KWood. Locks: J Davidson, 
M Johnson, C QuinneD, S Shaw. 
Flankers: C Charvis, L Dallaglio, R 


HE11, R WhinwrighL No 8s: E Miller. 

S QuinnelL TRodber. 

This gives us 16 Englishmen, 10 
Welshmen, five Irishmen and four 
Scotsmen. I have refrained from 

making political choices such as were 

often made in the old days — when 
some Irish flanker who had never 
even played for his native land and 
was completely unknown outside it, 
would put in an appearance to 
make up the numbers. With my se- 
lection it is not the Irish but the Scots 
who are under-represented. Cer- J 
lainty Ken I ^in and Weir are bolhff 
unlucky, and possibly Torn Smith is 
as well. 

Tb forestall any angry corre- 
spondence from north of the bor- 
der, I should like to say I haw 
nothing against the Scots, as is 
shown by ray choice of Armstrong, 
Thit, Tbwnsend and Wainwright. 


Roker getting ready for its final roar 



In the third article 
of a series on 
clubs moving to 
new grounds, 
Simon Turnbull 
looks back over 
Sunderland’s 99 
years in a stadium 
they leave in May 

L ong after the bulldozers 
hare knocked down the last 
brick and turnstile of Sun- 
derland's sadly condemned 
home, the night Roker roared its 
loudest will live on in the hearts 
of those who were there to be- 
hold it. “The night of nights,” 
Bob Slokoe rails iL “Of all the 
memories of 1973, that's the one 
1 cherish, even more than the 
semi-final or the final. .. I can still 
picture Vic Halom’s goal." 

So can the other 51,782 of us 
who saw it: a first-time drive 
from the right-angle of the Ful- 
well End box that flew past Joe 
Corrigan and cracked in off 
the far post You had to blink be- 
fore realising it was not a dream. 

Sunderland were 1-0 up 
against Manchester City - Bell, 
Marsh, Lee and Co -and bead- 
ing for the quarter-finals of the 
FA Cup. This was the same Sun- 
derland, with only four excep- 
tions, that less than 10,000 of us 
bad seen open the previous sea- 
son against Birmingham at Ro- 
ker Park; the same Sunderland, 
virtually, that were fourth from 
bottom of the Second Division 
when Slokoe arrived from Black- 
pool to replace Alan Brown as 
manager in November 1972. 

In his first programme notes 
Stokoc claimed: “I am no mir- 
acle worker.” Less than three 
months later, on the night of 
Tuesday 27 February, we long- 
suffering Roke rites began to 
suspect otherwise. Manchester 
City were not just beaten 3-1 in 
that FA Cup fifth -round replay, 
they were outclassed. 

Roker Park had not witnessed 
such a stirring home perfor- 
mance since the March night in 
1964 when the ground drew its 
biggest crowd - an estimated 
70.1KKI inside, after Lhe Roker 
End gate collapsed, and some 
50.000 outside. Manchester 
United needed a Bobby Charl- 
ton goal with two minutes of cx- 
tra-time remaining to deny 
Brown's Second Division team 
an FA Cup semi-final place. 

Sunderland, the one-time 
“team of all the talents”, tad won 
nothing since 1937. By tea time 
on 5 May. 1973. Slokoe 's Sun- 
derdogs had seen off three of the 
pedigree sides of that era - Man- 
chester City. Arsenal and Leeds 
United The miracle tad been 



Above: The final scenes 
are played out at Roker 
Park before the bdfl- 
dozers move in at the 
end of the season. 
Left: B91y Hughes fires 
past Joe Corrigan in 
Sunderfamfs 3-1 BV Cup 
fifth-round replay victory 
over Manchester City in 
1973, a night that raised 
the old roof and a result 
which led to one of the 
most famous Wembley 
triunphs of aH time 

Photographs: Em pics' 
North News 


GOING BACK TO THE FUTURE 


Sunderland's movie to/ti dew/. 
:4O,0G0-seat:^pui^T: in /Au-' 
gust is a g&tn^home Vcif aorta. 
Not that any. Rokerites aresuf- / 
ffcfeqtJy : long-.inL the tocftJv to- 
recognise If .as/ such, writes. , 
Sfemn-IUrnbuOi--. :1 .u -liv/Jv;'- 
-The; shett:of/tfie: as ? _yeirun- 
riahietf££^s^ 
on the -site of the. old- Mdnfe 
WMUTTKJUth Callletyj'isL'afiew: 
hundred yards Itsm the; hdnieo 
Sundertaro. occupied 
j^aretJeibn5:ltolwJ%kopaiea 
to 1B38, \ \-:v ; V. 

, ...it was toritoe; Newcastle 
Road ground that Trim WatsorF 
.assembled her.- celebrated 
“team of all the talents,'" win-;, 
ning three championships in five 
years before moving to Liver- 
pool as.secretety™ane®er and 


prewfeling Herbert Chapman as 
.thefirsit'manto guide two.dif- 
clubs to Frist Division 
tlties;.- . 

./ -/The Monkwearmouth site 
Was / Sunderland's second 
cbolce.Their original plan was 
tobrilda£12pm leisure corm 
.plex/but/of ttarcity, near the 
/. AA9, for multipurpose tee. 

4 ;;: Roker Padchas/been multi-' 
Ttirictibpal -in -rts time:. The 
■1924 'Afr Btecks^Theiteam xri 
^rtancibles"..w^ featured 
r r George ltepiaZ toe Maori who 
/-.was- nigby. union's firstgreat 
ddunter-atta^ hg : -full -rack, 
treat Durham: 43^7 them: And 
Billy > Graham': packed the. 
ground in l984-~:lhe first evar v 
- gslical .figure to do so srne' Bob 
Stokoe. 


performed: Sunderland and their 
managerial messiah were running 
round Wembley with the Cup.' 

The football world beyond 
Weandde will long remember the 
final... Ian Porterfield’s goal... 
Jimmy Montgomery's double 
save... and Sunderland's trilby- 
topped manager galloping on at 
the final whistle. But Stokoc’s 
favourite chapter in the fairytale 
he inspired will always be one of 
the fondest of memories Roker 
Park will leave behind when the 
demolition squad moves in after 
Eve iron's visit on 4 Mav. 


“I've never seen a team per- 
formance like the Manchester 
City replay,” he said, “and I’ve 
□ever known an atmosphere like 
it. To have 5 1,000 people there 
just three months after we were 
gettiag 11,0QU gates... I don’t 
know whether it would have 
happened at St James' Park." 

Slokoe, who spent his best 
playing days at Newcastle, lives 
in retirement now, at 66, m his 
native Northumberland. He wffl 
not be alone in treasuring the 
memorable night Roker beheld 
the vision of a trophy-winning 


team: of Porterfield, Bobby Kerr 
and Micky Horswill holding 
sway in midfield, and of Halom, 
Billy Hughes and Dennis Tueart 
running the City defence ragged. 

The thing is - 1973 apart - 
Roker Park has witnessed more 
than 30 years of hurt. You have 
to delve back for 41 of its 99 
years to find the last team that 
finished in the tap half of Eng- 
land's top division. Even then, 
with Len Shackleton perform- 
ing his princely clowning antics, 
Sunderland were struggling to 
recapture their past glories. 


Part of Roker Park's enduring 
charm is that, with the exceptions 
of the Fulwell End roof and the 
near-total demolition of the Ro- 
ker End terrace which seemed 
to reach for the sky at the op- 
posite end, it remains much the 
same as ft was when Sunderland 
were last champions of England. 
And that was before even the ul- 
timate Roker attack: the old dub 
offices were destroyed in a 1943 
airraid. 

When Alex Hastings raised 
aloft the championship trophy 
in 1936, the main stand behind 


him bore the same criss-cross 
balcony visible today, the trade- 
mark the grand football ground 
designer Archibald Leitch also 
left at Goodison and Ibrox. 

Horatio Stratton “Raich" 
Carter, the hero of that team, 
was Sunderland's captain when 
they won the FA Cup for the first 
time the fo Bowing year. In his 
youth Carter dung to the Roker 
End railing s watching another of 
England’s all-time great inside- 
forwards, Charlie Budhan, in the 
Sunderland side that came with- 
in a 1-0 Cop final defeat (against 


'historic 

i as the century’s first dou- 
ble-winners. 

Roker Park will not see the 
likes of Carter or Buchan again. 
Nineteen months short of its cen- 
tenary, its time is just about up. 

“Ill be sad,” Bob Stokoe 
said. “But 1 suppose in one 
HI go into the history books 
it -as the last manager to take 
the Cup there. It'D be a little bit 
of history to remember." 

And those of ns who roared 
at Roker could never thank you 
enough for the memories. Bob. 
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Storey carries weight for Cambridge 


Rowing 


HUGH MATHESON 

Oxford and Cambridge arrived 
on the Tideway together yes- 
terday and, after a brief paddle 
to re-acquainl themselves with 
the Thames after training in the 
Netherlands and Nottingham 
respectively, they went to what 
Oxford's Dutch coach, Rene 
Mijndere, called “a circus" of 
the official weigh-in. 

There was precious little of 
rowing substance for the assem- 
bled media and when Tim Fos- 
ter, the Olympic bronze medallist 
who is now stroking Oxford, 
was asked by a peroxide pre- 
senter to “show us a bit of Weep" 
he was able onty to flash his fill- 
ing in gaping astonishment. 

After the hype is stripped 
away there is little of value in the 
raw da La. Cambridge haw slight- 


ly the heavier crew but there is 
less than half a kflo difference 
in the 90kg (14st 21b) average. 
Most of the difference comes 
from the presence of 16st Alex 
Story at No 5 for Cambridge. 

Cambridge are also fraction- 
ally the taller group at 6ft 57<in. 
Over the past century the heav- 
ier crew has tended to win but 
h has made no difference in the 
1990s when they are all tall, slim 
and blessed with the muscle de- 
finition which comes from body 
fat counts below 10 per cent. 

What is new can be seen 
when the crews arc on the wa- 
ter. Eight years ago Cambridge 
began to develop an easer.more 
flowing stroke to help them lift 
their combined three-quarters of 
a ton, plus the boat, over the4Vr 
miles course. Oxford persisted 
with a more heroic, effortful 
style with a harder smash at the 
start of the stroke; and in 1993, 
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began to lose after a decade of 
domination. 

Now Oxford have leap- 
frogged the Light Blues in 
smooth elasticity and through 
the influence of their Dutch 
coach, Rene Mijnders, have at 


last captured this elusive light- 
fingered continuous cycle with 
the blade which has more effect 
for Jess visible effort 

The Light Blues are fortunate 
to have James Ball back in the 
stroke seat The 22-year-old the- 
ologian bad retired after winning 
last year and was not available for 
the trial in December. 

Behind him, in the seven 
seat, is Damien Maltarp, a 
Dane who went to Eton as a 
sixth form scholar after Gram- 
mar school in Kent He learned 
to row at Cambridge but shows 
no surprise at his senior posi- 
tion in the boat. At No 6 is Alan 
Watson, who has been pro- 
moted from last year's reserve 
crew, Goldie. 

In the five seat is the beav> 
' est man in the race. Storey, a 
freshman at 22, who has come 
in from the British 01 
eight where he was co 


Sean Bowden, one of the ar- 
chitects of the Cambridge style. 

He is backed by another in- 
ternational, Brad Crumbie, who 
. was a spare for Canada in At- 
lanta. The president, Ethan 
Ayer, the tallest man ever at just 
under 6ft 9in, is back at three 
with two Goldie winners, Roger 
Pirn and David Cassidy, as raw 
pair. The cox, Kevin Whyman, 
has been given a huge vote of 
confidence in holding on to the 
blue he won last year against the 
challenge of Suzie Ellis from the 
British women’s Olympic eight. 

Oxford have a quartet of 
young Brits, Charlie Humphreys 
and Nick Robinson from Hamp- 
ton School, and James Rcycroft 
and Andrew Lindsay from Eton. 
The middle three, Roberto 
Blanda from Italy, Luka Grubor 
from Croatia and an American 
Jordan Irving, are led by Tim 
Fbster a world class stroke. 


Davies 


record 


• * 


Golf 


Laura Davies became the first ■[ 
LPGA player to win the same jj 
tournament four years in a row, 
rolling in a three-foot par putt 
on the first play-off bole to beat 
Kelly Robbins in the Standard 
Register Ping in Phoenix on 
Sunday. 

It was the British player's 15th 
victory in 10 years on the lour. 
Davies won four events last sea- 
son on her way to taking the 
Player of the Year award. 

On the men's tour. Gene 
Sarazen and Walter Hagen are 
the only players ever to win four 
in a row. Hagen won the PGA 
Championship from 1924-27 
while Sarazen took the Miami^f 
Open from 1926-30 with no . 
tournament played in 1927. 

Robbins, seeking her second 
win this season and fifth of her 
six-year career, forced a play-off 
by rolling in a 10-foot birdie pull 
on the 18th hole. That capped 
her round of 69 to tie with 
Davies, who shot 68 for a 15-un- 
der 277 total. 

Playing on the 400-yard 18th 
for the play-off, Davies pulled 
her tee-shot left on to a walk- 
way, but bit her second shot 
short of the green and then 
chipped within three feet. 

Robbins drove down the cen- 
tre of the fairway, but her ap- 
proach shot from 100 feet went 
over the green and into a 
bunker. Her wedge shot land- 
ed six feet from the hole, but she 
pushed her putt past the^ftip 
and had to tap in for a bogey 
five. 

It was the first play-off win in 
seven attempts for Davies, while 
Rabbins had won three of her 
four titles in sudden death in her 
six years on the tour. 

Last year in this tournament, 
Davies came from three shots 
behind to win on the final hole 
and become the first to win a 
LPGA tournament three times 
in succession since Sandra 
Haynie took the Charity Golf 
Classic from 1973-75. 

Laurie Brower, without a vic- 
toy in six years and making the 
cut for the first time in five at- 
tempts this year, finished tied for 
third place after shooting a 70 
with five birdies. 

Also at 281 was Barb Mucha, 
who struggled to a 73 with cru- 
cial bogeys on the 10th, 11th and 
12th holes after carding a 
course record-equalling 65 in 
the first round. - 


Surge brings 
10th title 
for Mickelson 

Phil Mickelson fired a final 
round seven-under-par 65 on 
Sunday to win the Bay Hill In- 
vitational tournament in Or I an-; 
do by three strokes for his lOtK 
career title on the PGA Tour, i 
Mickelson had a late charge 
to beat the Australian Sluar; 
Appleby, the winner of las- 
week’s Honda Classic. Mickck' 
son picked up six strokes in 
holes on the back nine to fin- 
ish 16 strokes under par. Ay- 
pletycame in at 13-underwjth 

a bogey on the final hole foif a 
round of 69. 

Tied for third place at 12-u^n- 
der were Payne Stewart, with o 
07, Mark O’Meara, who clo&eu 
with a 70, and overnight leader 
Omar Uresti, who shot 71 * 

“Winning Arnold Palniirrs 
tournament makes this win*,’ 
special especially to do it Vh.- 
week that he came back from 
cancer," Mickelson, 26, sttidoj 
the tournament s legendary hew 
who returned to the links after 
recent prostate cancer surge™ 
Only Jack Nicklaus won 
more tournaments than Mick 

major utfes by that age. Mick.-, 
elson.whofaasyettowinama * 
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V- Tennis . 

JOHN ROBERTS : 

reports from Key Bfscayne 

■ A pain in the noi ended Goran 
Ivanisevic’s ran of success at last 
v year's Lip ton Ctrarnpianships 
■ • ^ ■ here, and the temperamental 
’* ■ Croat is determined not to al- 
low pains in theneck of the hu- 
man variety to handicap . his 
_ prospects op this occasion. . 
IQy When the interaction of a par- 

lean crowd became uxrrauoous 
- ^ in response u> one or two nn>- 

r*&ji piringdedsjonsciuringivamse- 
■*© vk^s tbird-irnind matdi against 
^ Florida's Vince Spadea oaSuri- 
dayntghtjtheCrMtmadeanef- 
5 fort to hold himself in check; .-' 
* However, having survived the 

^ contest, 3-6, 7-6, 6-4, thefomth- 

“ seeded Ivanisevic pointed afm- 

-- ' ger at a number qif his 
persecutors. “There are idiots 
everywhere, but especially here,” 

be said afterwards. “IfsOK, it’s 
a free country, so any idiot can 
• ' , - • come and watch tennis.” 

The heckling wtensifieddur- 
■ " mg the final set, when the uhi-. 
'• pire, Carlos Bemardes twice 
overruled line caHs in favour of .- 
Ivanisevic .and. ordered the : 
.. ‘ ••• points to be replayed. A frus-'; 
trated Spadea later threw his 
-- racket andwas penalised a point : 

for making a gesture towards the 
. chair, inastihg afterwards that he 
.. had turned a low one into a high 
five arid the umpare “ m te rpr e t -- 
- cd it the wrong way”. 

Spadea described the offi- 
" - • dal's dedsions as ‘‘ridiculpus’* 

.. and the atmosphere as “just 
chaotfc", adding that when play 
- is interrupted l^a noi^crtwd 

' the effect can be similar to arain 
delay or <me caused ty irquiy: . 

“You just at there forever, not ’ 
moving,'' he said. “I had some 
bad things go against me,; I 
guess Goran did, too, and the 
crowd gjot extremely mycdved.1- 
just gr« too cmzsibnedwithfliiat 
was going on rather than focus- 
" ing and capitalisfogou the op- 
' ponunitiis I did have control o£” 


One could imagine John 
McEnroe’s response to the sit- 

• nation. “He would have com-' 
pGmenied my actions, probably 
with few drinks,” Spadea said. 
“He could have gotten the 

• crowd involyedmare, if that was 

possible.* - ' ; 

~ ■A few. years ago; McEnroe 
. paused mid-serve here to in- 
quire. of a' persistent heckler 
what it was like “td.be ugly, un- 
employed and a dorkT. 

■■ Ivanisevic's reactionwas also 
characteristic. “A. guy told me, 
*038111 you!’ I thir jtc it’s not a 

- peat tiringto say. But then I hit 

- an ace. rm like that when 
there’s more.pressure on me. I 
can play much better when 

\ they are screaimngraxid yelling 
and clapping.1 have the oppo- 
site reaction inside me, thenl - 
ahvayspjaybelter." - . 

A year ago, Ivanisevic did not 
require external motivation. 
-He advanced to his seventh ATP 
Tborfinal, having wontities in 
Zagreb, Dubai, Milan and Rot- ' 
: ter dam, onfyto retireinpain 
. from a crick m his neck after 10 ’ 
;. minutes - of dse-Lipton final 
■ againsfAndre Agassi. ■" 

’*• fT think it was from all the 
; ^ jdajiag and alt the stress that I 
l had/’ he reprinted. “I was too 
'ligbti'ihiokihgl^ 

I didn’t sleep welL” 

Ivanisevic now feces the .19- 
. year-old Ddmioik Hrbaty, of 
Slovakia, Who has-been voted' 
theATP Tbur’sl’layer to.Watch. 
The youngster will have tokeep 
an eye on. his opponent As 
Spadea said of Sunday’s matefaj 
. “Aside fiom all die drama and . 
all die crap, the tennis was ad* 

.' tualfy where be just outplayed 

: Hrbaty is paying his first vis- 
it to the toumament,asK Tom- 
my Haas, at .;18 the youngest 
player in die men's draw. Haas, 
a 6ft 2in German based at the . 
NickBoUettieri TfennisAcade- 
my in Bradenton, Florida, was . 

- doing rather well, too, scoring 
vksories over Qby Forget and - 
Javier Sanchez in die opening. 



A determined Monica Seles, the No 4 seed, powers her way to victory over Amy Frazier 


rounds. But yesterday he ran 
into the 'No 2 seed, Thomas 
Muster, who generally has a 
point to make, on and off the 
court The Austrian won, 6-1, 
6 - 2 . . 

Muster will be remembered 
here for the lipton final he 
missed in 1989, when instead he 
was on his Way borne to under- 
go surge iy to severed ligaments 
in; his left. knee after being 
struck by a drunk driver. 


A rapid recovery enabled 
him to work even harder on his 
game and his fitness until even- 
tually he dominated the clay 
courts of Europe, winning the 
1995 French Open and reigning 
briefly as the world No 1 last 
year. 

He arrived at the Upton last 
March as the No 1 seed and lost 
in his opening matek; “I’ve 
never had much luck at this 
tournament," he said. Tm feel- 


ing good this year. I'm playing 
well and I'm confident. But 
everybody reaching the round 
of 16 or quarter-finals is in 
good shape and is playing well. 
It’s a long event A lot of things 
can happen." 

True. In the women's singles, 
the No 2 seed has already been 
eliminated. Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario's dismal run of form 
continued with a 6-0, 7-5 defeat 
by Sandrine Testud. 


Consolation 
victory for 
South Africans 


Cricket 

ANDY COLQUHOUN 
reports from Pretoria 
Australia 227 and 185 
South Africa 384 and 32 for 2 
South Africa won by 8 wickets 


South Africa completed a con- 
solation eight-wicket victory 
over Australia on the fourth day 
of the third and final Test at 
Centurion Park yesterday. 

South Africa, who lea the first 
two Tests, dismissed Australia for 
185 in their second innings and 
knocked off the 29 they needed 
for the loss of the openers Gary 
Kirsten and Adam Bacher. 

“One day when we sit back 
in our armchairs we will lack 
ourselves for what happened in 
the second Test at Pori Eliza- 
beth - the series was a lot clos- 
er than people made out," 
Hansie Cronje. South Africa’s 
captain, said. 

Having been heavily beaten 
in the first Test in Johannesburg. 
South Africa lost a low-scoring 
second Test after bolding a 
lead of 1S8 in their second in- 
nings with 10 wickets in hand. 
Australia woo that match by two 
wickets to seal the series 2-0. 

South Africa's victory came 
quickly yesterday thanks to Al- 
lan DonaJd. who took 5 for 36. 
It was his first five-wicket haul 
against Australia and the eighth 
in bis 53-Test career. His match 
figures of 8 for 96 made him the 
man of the match. 


Donald took three wickets as 
Australia, resuming on 96 for 4, 
added just 89 runs. Only Steve 
Waugh provided any resistance 
and his 313 nuts at 78.3 earned 
him the man of the series award. 

DonaJd bowled Greg Blewett 
for a duck in the first over and by 
lunch the Australians had also lost 
Michael Bevan and lan Healy. 
Healy, caught down the leg side, 
was unhappy with the decision 
and threw his bat in anger as he 
approached the dressing room. 
He has been suspended fiom the 
first two one-day internationals. 

The tafl was wrapped up in the 
first seven overs after lunch, and 
the sides now meet in a seven- 
match one-day series which be- 
gins in East London on Saturday. 

Founh jbw: Somf- AMcc »cn toss 

AUSTRALIA - FM IMS 227 (5 R WauTO 67: 

B Bcjvj or 4-521. 

SOUTH AHOCH - Rnt tonkin SS4 tA M Sachet 
96. H J Coy 79m; G D McGratt 6 - 861 . 
AUSTRALIA - Second bmk«i 

lOtomev: 9b tar 4, 

•M A Is*» c itoamscr. o Don* - S 

M l hum h, SOW. 0 

M T 6 aoc 6 Donato -IT 

M £ W8U01 0 Sy"<B» 4- 

5 A WeKT- not 04 ffl 

6 S o Donato .0 

M 6 Be*ar> o 9*>ru» . — 5 

•i A Heaiy c cumnlson B Scnoo _,U 

S n WwT* cm 0 Ornate 1 .‘ 

1 * O'fecar o OonatJ 0 

G o MeG-am d •Wae'** u 

tram <o3 fc 6 «4 ml4i 

Total (7X4 oMrej LAS 

Ft* 1-6 2 10 3 28 4-94 6*9 6-«6 7 131 6 
164 9-164. 

nwBnr Dooau i8-B-3&5<3»i: Sduic 17-4-39- 

2 IlM Sci; WusenCf 14.4-1-40.1 I4r»l. 6 «mco 
19^492; Kane 5-1-13-0 

SOUTH AmCA-Scesad tlM«i 

fi Kman c Taylor t > Btewn — .6 

A M Bacncr c EM b GOaspe 5 

a M McMiuan mi tnr -7 

D J CiOnan not out 12 

Ettas la 1 nUU _2 

Total (ter 2. &4 own) 32 

ftafl: 1-U 2-15. 

BontaS-GOestte 14«- 19-1 Bcwa >0-13 

HIM). 

Umpire*: C J Mitcfliey (SAi am M l nadttn f£fi(i. 
Scum AMca non by mCMtS. 4 usraba arm se- 
nes 3 -L 


Israel fail first test 


Photograph: AP 

It is not as if the 24-year-old 
French player is one’ of the 
bright young things on the tour, 
a Martina Hingis, Venus 
Williams or Anna Koumikova. 
Testud, ranked No 29. had lost 
her three previous matches 
against the Spaniard, but she 
managed not to suffer a let- 
down after zooming through the 
opening set and recovered after 
being broken when serving for 
the match at 5-4. 


The Israeli cricket team - the 
fust sports team from the coun- 
try to play in predominately 
M uslim Malaysia - lost to Kenya 
in the International Cricket 
Council liophy tournament in 
Kuala Lumpar yesterday. 

Batting first, Israel made 154 
for 7 in their 50 overs. Kenya 
were 157 for 3. 

The 21-day tournament will 
allow the top three non-Test 
playing countries to qualify for 
the World Cup in England in 
1999. 

Malaysia, a staunch support- 
er of Palestine, has no diplomatic 


relations with Israel, and 
Malaysians are banned from vir- 
tually all contacts with the Jew- 
ish state. But Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad said the 
cricket team was allowed in to 
show Israel that multi-racial 
and multi-religious societies can 
live in peace and harmony. 

Muslim groups in Malaysia, 
however, are unhappy with the 
Israeli presence. 

■ India will take over the pres- 
idency of the International 
Cricket Council until June 2000 
after the retirement of Sir Clyde 
Walcott as chairman in June. 



Fife take flight on road to Manchester Wigan are cidse to capturing Sironen 


STEVE P1NDER . . 

While Sheffield Steefcrs and 
■Nottingham Panthers -were 
'booking their: passage to Sat- 

ship^ 

Nynex Arena - beating Cardiff 
Devils and Ayr Scottish Eagles 
in the weekend's semi-finals.- 
the battle was on to make the 
Premier League final that will 
act as the curtain raiser to the 
main evenL . . . • > - . . 

Fife Flyers, from the small- 
er Northern Premier League, 


-booked their place, in the 
championship final with Satur- 
day’s 3-0 victory against . Whit- 
l&r Whrrioxs. In the final they 
will meet either Slough Jets or 
Swindon Ice Lords, the top 
two sides in the southern based 
Premier League, who will bat- 
tle it out tomorrow and on 
Thursday over two legs . 

Fife overcame J Whidey, de- 
spite the opposition recording 
30 shots on goaL The Ftyere 
started with just alone marker 
from John Haig in the first pe- 
riod, but then added two goals 
in the second and third periods 
without reply, Maniri McKay 


earning his ride a shut out and 
a place aL Manchester. 

; Swindon limbered up for 
their semi-final with a 6-0 de- 
molition of Kingston Hawks but 
bad a tougher match against 
Guildford Flames, who forced 
the match into overtime with 
just minutes left on the clock. 
The statutory 10 minutes could 
not produce a goal and the 
match went to penalties. 

Guildford, having earlier 
pulled their goallender, Petri 
Engman, after he bad conced- 
ed three goals in the first 20 min- 
utes, put him back in for the 
penalties. He missed Barclay 


Pearce's shot, Jamie Thompson 
saved Derek Decostys attempt, 
and Swindon won 8-7 . . 

Slough had a much easier 
time against Guildford on the 
Saturday, recordings comfort- 
able 6-1 win. However, the fol- 
lowing day, against Kingston 
Hawks, Slough just managed to 
force overtime, Derek Higdon 
sooring a power-play goal with 
a minute left to make the score 
2-2. Hawks took only two more 
minutes to win the game 
through Dainus Bauba but. 
while Kingston took the pride. 
Jets were" already through to 
meet Swindon. 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 

Wigan hope to hear this week 
whether the Australian Test 
forward, Paul Sironen, can ex- 
tricate himself from his contract 
with Balmain to join them. 

Sironen, capped 21 times be- 
fore retiring from internation- 
al rugby two years ago. has been 
in touch with Wigan through an 
intermediary and has told the 
ARL-affiliated Balmain that 
he wants to leave the club 
where he has spent the whole 
of his professional career. 


Even at 32, he would be a ma- 
jor capture for a Wigan chib ea- 
ger to strengthen its souad and 
is on a list of players that their 
new coach, Eric Hughes, wants 
to recruit. 

The big out-going deal that 
is waiting to be finalised, how- 
ever. is still on ice, with the Lon- 
don Broncos reluctant to pay a 
transfer fee for Shaun Edwards 
and Wigan insisting that they 
want one. Wigan have rejected 
a suggestion of a pay-as-you- 
play deal to take Edwards to 
The Stoop. 

France have been effective- 
ly relegated from the top ech- 


elon of the game by being giv- 
en internationals against Ireland 
and Scotland, rather than Eng- 
land and Wales, this season. 

France will play Ireland in 
Paris on 1 4 May and will go to 
Glasgow to meet the Scots on 
9 July. Although the president 
of the French Federation. Jean- 
Paul Ferre, welcomed the fix- 
tures, they still represent lower 
profile competition than the 
three-cornered European 
Championship which has been 
contested for the last two years. 

Maurice Lindsay, in his ca- 
pacity as international chairman 
of W>rid Super League, said that 


the calendar is too crowded this 
year for the Championship. 

“We are duty bound to give 
France international competi- 
tion," he said. “By giving them 
fixtures against Ireland and 
Scotland we are providing two 
international matches against 
sides in their ability range." 

Also in France. Paris St Ger- 
main are to become a limited 
company, with the French Fed- 
eration taking one-third of the 
shareholding and the rest avail- 
able to investors. 

Last season's captain. Pierre 
Chamorin. is expected to rejoin 
the club for the Easter fixtures. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


McRae rocked by retirement 


Rallying : 

Colin McRae, the world champ- 
knship leader, mid Spain's Car- 
los Sainz both retired from the 
Portuguese Rally yest erday - ^ 

Samz. who was celebrating his 
Tilth anniversary in world 
championship rallying, had 
been in contention with, the 
-leaders during the opening 
stagesof the day, but encoun- 
tered gearbox problems on the 
fifth stage. 

“Everything was going fine in 
ihe stay and it would have been 
a good time, but just two kilo- 
metres from the end th ere W3 S 
a big bang in the transmission,’’ 
said the 34-year-old Sainz, who 
lies second m the championship 
table behind McRae. 

• - ‘'Maybe something in the 


gearbox tried to seize but 
there was nothing we could do 
andT was forced to park the 
car.”' 

. Britain’ s McRae had been 
leading the rally after the fifth 
stage but his Subaru stopped 
near the end of the sixth stage: 
'Although be was' able to push, 
the car to the end of the stage, 
be did not reach the service 
pomt in time and was forced to 
dropout 

Ibnuni Makinen, the world 
champion, took advantage of his 
rivals’ problems to lead after 10 
stages. The Finn, in a. Mit- 
subishi, overhauled the Subaru 
driver, Kenneth Eriksson of 
Sweden, on the ninth stage af- 
ter a day of hard driving in dry, 
dusty conditions, and had 
gained a five seconds lead by the 
end of tiie 10th. 


ABiiefics . 

Untold Christie wilf be the s an er tor the 
Flora London Marathon on Sunday 13 
Aprt.'fanyfldamt.tfieAraenaiandErg- 
land start the Football Chal- 

lenge, which sees officiate, fens and 
. physios naming In dub strips. 

WORLD CROSS COWORV CHAMPION - 
SUPS (IWb. It): Senior mao Ui333an): 

1 P Tergn merl 35:1* 2 S tossou (Mori 
. 3&t3:BrNi«MflWi)3S20.TttM*:lKeno 
51; 2 Morocco 70; 3 Ertttpo 125. Jndor 
aeo (8JSlll«):i E Kortr (Ken) 2421sec; 

2 M Wofett (Oh) 2*28; 3 P Kosjn Went 
2429.1tem: 1 Ven?8 13pts: 2 Bhcpa 31; 

3 Morocco 74. Senior women f6.Ttau): 1 
D TUu (Bhj 2053:2 P Rocttfts <GB) 2056; 
3 G V%ml (Em) 23AU Sotaeted: 9 S O-SiA- 
8m (Jrl) 2125. Dwb 1 EffWpa 24pa: 2 
Kenya 34; 3 inland G4; 4 Bman 96. Junior 
women («J»8lcn*fc 1 R KOSgB (Ken) 14mm 
58MB 2 P Jeptaing (Ken» l£sa; 3 AVWxtai 
(Bh) 1R02. Teem: intense 15pis: 2 Japan 

3&3BHoMa39.Ftna»«te n dMg K Men:l 

p Tom* Mop) l33pry 2 B Bamasei (Koni 
J Brown (GB) 83. Woman: 1 G Warm 
___ 132; 2 E HCbhjv (Rem) 118; 3 P Rad- 
cWb (G8) 99. So lec f cfc 6 1 Eton IGB) 72. 

Baskatbal 

fUAr otondollO.LA Lakes 84; New Jersey 
100 Boston 91; ftflarm SO Toronto7&; Mro- 
08113 MmeeoB 1GB; Portland 94 New Vorfr 
88: Utah 120 Denver 103; lAQcpea 106 . 
San Antonio 91; Seattle 106 Vancouver 92. 
SUNDAY’S LATE RESULTS: Sttdwelaer 
laeaio: Sheffield 93 Oyaai Palace 61: Lon- 
tlon TgDertyTRNarcasOe 109 Thames va- 
Wf 74; leooartto 79 Chester to. 


Football 

7.3duntamsMO 
NADOWWJC M0T8ML. LCMUE 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 
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«8JJS WW> OM» Wnnoum. 

SMSON OESSEX-UWBUe: 9Bmetton Kmtn v 

BAT Spottfe leepei nyrwKMr — uunJIes 
SSeGTV^ taraaS* K»; (Mrrtnme CU * 

WBMnfe- 




IMertppivWpfcfW. 




-wnswirHfireerWtt BM*WTo«r*^ 
vta»^( e gea. w eedvEaa>e m;T&r t y^ E£r 
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W*«*0 UMUE PtewJer OMMpm Jg? 

to* eJjrcaaBr; (ftiroom 
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UWjMftfeiW . 
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mMeonruMfeDcauw atEAC ir w m gg 
rUnME-BOdanne: SbbMI 
wwapn V DtJUWflMtfa. 
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Bugpjf Uidon 

WaSH IMnONALlZASW TM DhMow UanA 

u Trzocrv nm. 

CW nMCtt BwftvTOeAnnsr (7J5V. 

fcabockey. 

PRridSUEAGUE PtAY-OfTSi 6uKttM FWnes 
vStt^iJoBCSO). 

Sp®a*b»ay ; ’ 

EAST COAST CUP: IU v Ske«tt« f7 JOT. 

: Otter sports 

BOTOQ c Pto fcwu tti tm B CT U Iwo m Thmne. 
‘Mmcoiiiwivetficncp^ewoBceeec 
OihOMi Ontton, hottsn » OBnafamne OaMR. 
jmrwe wf r w e MeB QJKmiiiMmi 
e Jimnar Vmot (Bnmrtfttriq. 

- s w obw ft Mw elMlOeee ww ai m qu* 
An.Uettrtt). ' 


P W L 
leopards 3S 25 8 
SheflTekl ...32 24 8 
B h m fe g» a pi31 23 6 
Chester — 33 23 10 

L Towers 31 23 8 

Manchester 33 19 14 
Ms w c e rdu _33 19 14 

Derby 33 13 20 

Leicester ...31 13 18 
TVaSey 10 20 

Worthing _32 10 22 
C Palace „_34 5 29 
Heme) 32 2 30 


A Pts 
2905 50 
2513 48 
2577 46 
2697 46 
2474 46 
2472 38 
2842 38 
2925 26 
2693 26 
2771 20 
2869 20 
2930 10 
3362 4 


Michael Ayers' World Boang Organisa- 
tion liffitweirfit title challenge in Ham- 
burg on 26 April tes been postponed. 
The Russian holder Am# Grigorian, has 
been forced to duH out after injuring a 
shoulder m training. A new date has not 
been decided. 

Cricket 

KX TROPHY (Koetn Lumpur): East and Cen- 
tral Africa 28 (15 oueny. Netherlands 27 for 
2 (53 cwntt. Netberiands won by eMit Nldt- 
■to. West A&ra 72 (403 ovet«: LP£ 73 tor 


•ts. West A&ko 72 (402 ovenr; UAE 73 for 
3 (14.1 Dunes). United Arab Emirates won 
by seven wiekats. bafc 128-8 (SO overs); 
Bermuda 129 far 3 (3L1 ovemL Bermuda 
won by seven wfelcats. (sred 154<br8(50 


oveew; Kenya 157 far 3 <313 overs). Kenya 
won far seven wickets, untied States 229 
ferB(5bawei»;Sn(ppore 123 tor 9 (50 Diets). 
IHted States won by 106 runs. Denmark 
143 >47.2 overs i ; MsteySW 112 (41 overs). 
Dan ma rk won by 31 runs. Intend 278 for 2 
(5Q mers); GBsaiKr 86 (323 mots). Intend 
. won by 192 tens. Aurora 138 (483 overs); 
BargedeOi 142 far 5 (24 ovtnl Ban ga deah 
won by Rve wbdeete. 

TOUR MATCH (BrldVXOwn, Bartmdos; Ana) 
day of time, tench): bxfia 210 and 76 for 
3; Barbados 338 for4 dec (S L Campbea 97. 
P A WBBacr 69). 

StBRElD SHOD RnW (Pwfh,flnm itey of 
flve): Quewwfend 320 (M P Mon 86, S G Lew 
70, T J Busby 67) end 309 (T J Benfay nil; 
Wfcsfcm Ausnate 165 (M W Goocbm 63; A Date 
6-38) and 166 for tee (TM Moody SGnoi. 

Football 

The Nationwide League First DMsron 
matches between Charlton and 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

42,467 

The number-of feet atxwe sea 
level'at viMch Sunday's friend- 
ly International between 

BcriMa and- Jamaica was 
played. The match, played at 
Onjfd, wasynsurprisir^’wc^ 
by the high-attitude special- 
Ists;- BpIM^ 6-0. • 


Huddersfield tffe Fhday plus Waives and 
Grimsby on Saturday haw been post- 
poned due to international call- ups. 

FA CARUNG PRBAERSHP Rteanaqgod fix- 
ture: hie 6 May. West Hair v Newcastle. 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Re- 
arranged fixtures: wad 9 Aprih Charlton v 
Huddersfield. Wed 23 April: Wolves v Gnms- 
by. Mon 28 Apia: Qwaerftfd » Stud-pert. Wed 
30 *xfc Brsai CBy v CheaerfacL Tlwr 1 May: 
Bradford Qry v CnerKon. nek-off tfore 
drangos: Mon 31 March: nmwgfaTi v Chan- 
ton (3.0) . S«m 4 May: BmdftM v Queen's Path 
Rangers 1130); Cbtfortt Uttf v Bamsiry i130i. 
TRANSFER: Gordon Cowans imkifteideri 
Bradford Coy to Sfodiport County ifmei. 
LOANS: erahsni Coo0*n (defenJer) Btad. 
bum to Standon; GrateDn Anttiony imuJAeMerj 
SteteeM Unoed to Swbxjcw. 

FA uarato TROPHY SemMlnM draw. Da- 
gertwm & Redbndjj: v BlShOB AucUano or 
Qoucester Oty; Mdtengv Stevenage Somugn 
(firs -Leg ties 5 Aprft seconWag des 12 Aorfli. 
SUNDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Spantsb League: 
Barcelona 4 (0 Gaice 57. Ronaldo 67. Pea 
74, Llk Enrique 61i Sevhe * '/anadoUo 2 
(Zarandona 5. 76) LO0dAes 1 (Morales I6i: 
AtNeoc Bfcao 2 (Guerrero 37. 45) Compostela 
2 iPopov 52. PenevB4): Ememarfara 2 tfinc- 
da 21, Dirf 82) Tenerde 0; Depoimo La COruAa 

2 Alarms 30. Rensldo 57) Santander 1 
fCftema 44); HsroAes 1 (Lopez 30i Esoanv- 
tX 2 (Cemoranos 75. Tamudo 90); Rayo Vjl- 
tecano 1 (Nxrenna 60r Atleboo Madna 2 
(Prodan 85. Pamic pen 88). Lsadng posl- 
Hoik 1 (teal Mated (P30. P&71J: 2 Barcelona 
(30-&2i: 3 Real Bet* (30-621. Frendi 
leagwe: PansStGeman 2 iloIc> 20. 24i Metr 
0; Caen lOMfe 19) Mate* 0 Mdileapx: 
YOiendam 2 Roda JC Keriaeoe 1; A2 Alkmaar 
0 Reyenoord 2: Twenre Enschede 3 NEC M- 
ynegwi 0: FB<C Waatete 1 Am 2. Lewfcg po- 
rtOotmz 1 PSV |P26. Pts58): 2 Feyenoord 
(26-58): BTvreme 126-55). Worid Cup Con- 
cacafmne f ina l nxmd (San Jose): Costa ftca 

3 iMedtord 10. Sous 32. Corner 761 Urvtea 
Statse 2 IWynaWa 24. Lassiter 68). 

Golf 

LPGA STANDARD REGISTER TOURNAMENT 
(Phoenix, Artz): Loafing final scores (US 
■arises stated): 277 L Paxes (GBi 7068 70 
68; K Rootxna 67 68 73 69 ID ewes ww on 
lira play-eff hole): 281 L Brower 69 72 70 
70. B Mucha 65 70 73 73. 283 B hereon 

72 73 67 71. K Webb 71 68 70 74. 284 C 
FtogCumer 70 69 74 71. K Tsetiaier 69 69 
74 72, K Wefas 68 69 75 72. 285 M Red- 
ram 68 70 73 74. 288 N Lopez 73 74 70 
69. L Kane 76 69 68 71. C Johnson 72 73 
69 72. J Geodes 72 73 68 73. U Lunn 69 
68 74 75. Selected: 293: H AJfredssan t'Swei 

73 73 74 73. A Sorenstam iSnei 71 75 74 
73. 

LEADING WORLD RAMQNGSe 1 G NanriEn 
(Aus) llllpts avg. 2 T Lehman (US) 989. 
3 C Momavnerte (Scoi 9.07. 4 M O’Meara 
JUS) &70. S E Els (SA) &52. 8 J CfcaM Ltosam 
fi ll 7 N Faldo lEflgl 8.14. 8 P Midebon 
(US) a04. 9 N Pnce (Zlmoi 733 . 10 F Cou- 
tees (US) 7.65. IX 5 Efongnn (Aus) S33. 
12 D Love 632. 13 S Hoch ,U5) 6^5. 1 A 
T Woods (US) 6.18. IS C Pawn (IS) 5.98. 
Ifi S Jones (US) 5 33. 17D Duel (US) 5.69. 
38 S Sincker (USl 559- IS B Lanier (Ger) 
535. 20 M McNtOy (Ztmtn 5.13. 

VOLVO RAWONGS (G8 end M wriess Stwt- 
tdt 1 E EJs ISA) £157.017. 2 M A Mann 
(So) £125307. 3 R Green (Aus) £121. 5 60. 
41 Woosnam £204,056. 5 J-M Qtoaod iSp) 
£86339. 8 C Whdfitaw ISA) £68316. 7 P 
Broadnurs £64.722. 8 M Jaran iSwei 
£64.627. 8 P Lonprd (Aus) ££3344. M M 
Long INZ) £82,013. U w Riley (Aus) 


£61,404. 12 J Van de Velde (Fn £61357 

13 I Gsmdo iSp) £57,767. 14 M Fwry iFo 
£52346. 15 B Langer (Gen £49.900. IS L 
Vttsstwoal £49397. 17 P Kamrwon £49.326. 
IB R Chapman £45343. 19 K Tomoil Uapani 
£45.933. 20 R Gcosen ISA) £44.285. 
JOHNWE WAJLKER RYDER CUP POINTS (GB 
or M unless stoted): 1 C Monteamane 
331.364.16pts. 2 M-A Martin (So) 
269335.19. 3 T Bjorn (Deni 238.057.40. 
4 D Clarice 201379.42. 6 C Rocca «0 
200.32634. 6 I Woosnam 173,862.11: 7 
P Broadhurst 173.506. 73. 8 J Van de Velde 
(Fn 166,74936. 9 P-U Johansson iSwei 
16233335. 10 S Torrance 1S5.908.50. U 
L Westwood 145.319.04. 12 R Chapman 
121.60135. 13 P Hamngion 115.757.73. 

14 P Mitchea 108370.79. 16 M-A Jimenez 
(Spl 101.006.14. 16 D Gilford 98.851.58. 

17 A Conan 97.267.98. 18 M Daws 
88378.42. 19 M Jonznn <Swe> 86.436.89. 
20 J-M OJarabal (Span) 86.339.63. 

fee hockey 

NHL: Chicago 5 Devon 3: Edmonton 1 Ana- 
heim 4; St Louis l Dellas 4; PMadefofta 2 
Colorado 0. 

SUNDAYS LATE RESULTS: Premier Inge 
play-offs: Gin Word 7 Swmdon 7 (after ot, 
Svnrxfon won on perwfoesc Kjrgston 3 
Sfou#' 3 iou. Northern PterMerLeaew: Fife 

18 BlacMwn 3: Paisley 12 WhrBey 11. 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 1804 resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 

0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


Pools 

HALF-TIME Scaredan (4): 16. 19. 3L 49. 
No-score draw* (IS): 1. 5. 8. 9. 11. 12. 13. 
15. 17. 20. 22. 23. 24. 33 35. 39. 40. 45. 
48 No claims are repuired: winnings are sent 
aiAommlcaSy; OMdenl forecast ts moderate. 
FULL-TIME Sc o re dre w* (11): 6. 7. 6. 9. 18. 
21, 23. 31. 37. 41. 4& No^core draws OU 
LL 12. 45. Away wins (18): L. 2. 4. 14. 19. 
25, 26. 27. 28. 29. 33. 34. 36. 38. 43 44. 
47. 49. No claims are reouireri: atmuogs are 
sent automadcaJN: (*w#snd forecast Is Ww. 

Rallying 

PORTUGESE RALLY Loading posttbms af- 
ter four stages: 1 C McRae tGBi Sudani 
26rrvn 38sac 2 KEnteson ISwei Subaru 4 sec 
Penmd; 3 C Sa-ret I So) Ford +7; 4 T Mato- 
nen (Fin) Masulaslt +8: B F Loo (Bell Toy- 
ota. R Madeira (Itor) Subaru *25: 7 R Bums 
(GS1 MtEuDtefo *31: 8 G de Mewus (Fr) Fora 
+56: 9 FPares fowl Ford +58: ID A Schwan 
(Gen Foul tlmm 31sec. 

Rugby League 

AUSTRALIAN SUPER LEAGUE: Brisbane 
Broncos 24 Canberra Raiders 8. 

Snooker 

BENSON & HEDGES IRISH MASTERS 
(Goffs Ckte. KM. Co Kbdare) Flrat S Merxiy 
(Sco) bt P Ebdon (Engl 9-8. 


Speedway 

SUNDAY'S LATE RESULT) Speedway Star 
Cup: Eaaboume S3 Ipswich 37: Srtnflon 47 
Booford 4J. 

Tennis 

UPTON CHAMPfONSHPS (Key Bteayne, Ba) 
Men's singlee third round: S Brugu«a iSpi 
bt M Chang (US) 6-4 6-3: M PMppousss (Ausr 
bt W Ferreira ISAJ 8-3 6-3: A Medvedev tUVi' 
bt A Costa ISp) 6-3 3 6 7-6; 6 Eds rAig) U J 
Alonso iSpi 7-6 73: G Ntmisent iCroa) bi v 
Soadea (US* 3-6 7-6 6-4: J B<on<man iSvrei 
bt M Rios (CMe> 6-3 3-6 6-1: D Hrbaty iSfo- 
vaKIRC Woodruff l US) 6-3 6-2: NAutt iSoel 
W D Nestor iCani 6-4 7-5. Women's akrClet 
tftftd round: M Seres (US) bt A Fraaer (US) 6- 
3 6-3: A hounriciva (Rua) bt K Studenteara ‘Sfo 
van 1-6 6-4 frO: A Sanchec VAcsno iSpi PI H 
Nagyora iSlovaki 7-5 4-6 6-4; J Novotna id 
Reel EA L Raymond iUS) 6-2 6-1: A Fieoi (Fi< 
bt A Huber (Ger) 7-6 6-3: 1 Ma«ot iCroa) bt A 
Sugryama Uapan) 6-3 3-6 6-3, B Pauius iAlB < 
ta N Tatoat (Fn 6-1 6-7 6-1: 8 Scnen lAuu 
bt K Po (US' 6-3 7-5: E Uywseva (Rus) bt 
ftOrewvre t7torn)6-7 6-4 7-5: AOartsacr £ue) 
bt N Zvereva (Bela) 6-0 1-6 6- V S Testud (Fri 
bi T Panova rites' 7-66-1 M Hrngs (Svw tn 
V wt lams (US) 6-4 6-2: L davenport (US' bt 
M Goybowski (Poll 6-2 &0: i Scnlea iRomi m 
S Apoetmans (Bell 2-6 6-2 6-3: M J Feman- 
daz iUS' M M Maleeva (Bun 3-6 6-2 64: C 
Rubin (US) tn J Wiesner (Aut) 3-6 6-3 7-5. 


At-a-gJance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180 + resorts world- BtJLSAMfl . 

Wide: Borovets.. 

0897 500 601 


Around the resorts 


I ANDORRA 

Areals— — -Anfflctal snow fo use 100% 

Arinas! .Heavy uetaw muiaaUwi 96% 

AUSTRIA 

Mayrtwten Upper psles <n peat shape 95% 

NeustHt Powdery on Sufaal Racier 80% 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Call SK1FAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


SKtCODES 


For a fax Gst of 180+ 
resort codes: 
0990100 843 


Borovets Firmly paefced dry snow 

CANADA 

WMsttar Mainly marfine poomed 

FRANCE 

Ralne .._ Fresh snow at an lewis 

La Clusaz Best same mi iL station 

ITALY 

Unone - tower wet and palcny 

Uvfeno jJarasello looWng good 

SWnZStLAND 

SaasPee Gtecrer stalrg e*»Ilefit 

St Moritz Spnng-lite- condBions 

UNITED STATES 

SDOWinaas finwy packed Roomed 


Last Lwr Upp (forecast 

snow cm cm 

152 50 220 Unsettled 

15.2 40 130 CnartiNCie 

22 3 5 105 cstangeacie 

20.3 5 45 iJnsented 


60 Cloudy 


24 3 55 

24 3 10 


6.3 30 

24.3 65 


1*3 45 

20(3 30 
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2 ® Oercast 


220 Unsettled 
220 Un sided 


90 unsealed 
190 Unsettled 


320 Preapltstian 
100 Overcast 


205 dowdy 
HflWne- 0800 1333ft 
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Roker’s final roar 

Simon Tumbuil on Sunderland's 
famous arena, page 26 


ill 


Razzmatezz at the .Boat '|g|9S|HHa . j 
Race weigh-in, page 26 \ 
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Not the England squad: Glei 
footballers at Bisham Abbey 


: Glenn Hoddle, whose selection for this weekend's friendly with Mexico has been depleted by injuries, takes time out from prepartngthe senior team to demonstrate the 

bbey yesterday. The Footwall - life size colour images of England internationals that act as targets - Is designed to improve passing skills' :• V- motograpn. tsen KaorortyAiisport 


Football 

MARK BURTON 


Rift? What rift? Glenn Hoddle 
last night dismissed suggestions 
of a dispute between himself 
and the Manchester United 
manager. Alex Ferguson. 

.After United's victory at Ev- 
erton on Saturday, Ferguson an- 
nounced that he would not be 
sending the injured Gary Nev- 
ille. Gary Pallister or David 
Beckham to join the England 
squad at their Buckinghamshire 
headquarters to have their fit- 
ness checked ahead of Satur- 
day's friendly match against 
Mexico. But after he and the 
England coach spoke on the 
phone at the weekend, Hoddle 
agreed lhaL Pallister and Beck- 
ham should remain in Man- 
chester for treatment. 

■■ 1 was at the match where 
Gan and David got injured and 


it is down to my decision 
whether players must turn up," 
Hoddle said. 

“I spoke to Alex and there 
wasn't a problem between us. 
He was only too pleased to let 
David and Philip step up. Philip 
will come in if Gary isn’t 100 per 
cent fit" 

Colin Hendry will shrug off 
the nagging pain from a long- 
standing groin injury to help 
Scotland's World Cup cause. 
The Blackburn centre-back will 
report for duty for Scotland's 
crucial matches against Estonia 
at Kilmarnock on Saturday, 
and Austria, at Celtic Park next 
Wednesday. 

Bobby Gould hopes Mark 
Hughes will recover from a 
groin strain to line up in his 
Wales team for Saturday’s 
World Cup qualifier agaiiisL 
Belgium in Cardiff. Hughes 
appeared as a second -half sub- 
stitute in Chelsea’s 1-0 defeat at 


Middlesbrough at the weekend, 
despite the injury. But he was 
not due to join a rendezvous for 
the rest of the Wkles squad in 
Newport last night. 

Belgium also have problems. 
Luc Nilis, their PSV Eindhoven 
striker, has puUed out of the 
squad Belgium's coach. Georges 
Leekens, could also be without 
Philippe Albert, the Newcastle 
defender who has a knee injury, 
and Belgium's 1996 player of the 
year. Franky van der Elst, who 
has a groin problem. 

English Premiership clubs 
could lose millions of pounds on 
the transfer market if Fifa, as ex- 
pected announces today that 
the “Bos man" ruling, giving 
free transfers to out-of-con- 
tract players, will be extended 
to cover footballers of all na- 
tionalities moving between 
dubs in European Union coun- 
tries. Ai the moment, only Eu- 
ropean players become free 


agents at the end of their con- 
tracts. 

The Professional Footballers 
Association's chief executive, 
Gordon Taylor, was encouraged 
by the likely development, say- 
ing a move would mean dubs be- 
ing less tempted to look abroad 
for their player purchases. “I 
think the stance is inevitable re- 
ally , and looking positively it 
could encourage dubs to look 
more inwardly, if they are not go- 
ing to get money back on pur- 
chases," Taylor said 

News from Portugal yester- 
day was far from encouraging 
for Manchester United fans 
who went to their club's Euro- 


pean Cup match in Oporto on 
Wednesday. The Portuguese 


Wednesday. The Portuguese 
internal affaire minister, Al- 
berto Costa, said yesterday that 
police were fully justified in fir- 
ing rubber bullets and anti-riot 
pellets at United fans after the 
draw with Porto. 

Costa said the police report 
into the clashes with some of the 
10,000 visiting United fans 
showed that officers “per- 
formed their duty. They pre- 
vented what could have been a 
tragedy,” he said 

Porto police said after last 
Wednesday's match that they 
fired on the fans to keep them 
from leaving the stadium before 


local supportetshad dispersed 
The United fans claimed police 
over-reacted and used excessive 
force, but Costa said that uo of- 
ficial complaint had been re- 
ceived from the British 
authorities over the way police 
handled the incident. 

Portsmouth have taken swift 
action following the crowd trou- 
ble at Queen's Park Rangers on 
Saturday by banning one sup- 
porter indefinitely. Play was 
stopped for 18 minutes and 
the players were taken off the 
field as trouble flared in two 
parts of Loftus Road The Foot- 
ball Association will hold a frill 
inquiry into the incident. 


Fabrizio Ravaneffi will befit 
to lead the IVDddlesbrciugh a tt ack 
against Leicester inr the Coca- 
Cola Cup final on 6 April The 
Italian international, who has 
scored 26 goals this season, has 
made good progress in his re- 
covery from a hamstring injury. 
. Kenny Dalglish is poised to 
make the LA Akranes striker 
Bjami Gudjonsson his first sign- 
ing for Newcastle. The 18-year- 
old, who has played for 
Iceland's Under-21 side, has had. 
trials with Liverpool and New- 
castle, and Is valued at about 
£500,000. 

Gillingham say Brighton 
must pay them : £3G0,00Q rent,- 


even if the troubled south coast 
club abandons plans to ground- 
share at the Priestfidd Stadium. 

The consortium trying to 
take over Brighton, led by Dick 
Knight, are hoping Albion can 
play their home games at Hove 
Greyhound Stadium for the 
next three years until a new sta- 
dium is built. However, Gilling- 


ham's chairman, Paul Scally •; h 
adamant that his chib want the 


money they have already been 
promised. 

“Brighton signed an agree- 
ment to pay us £150,000 a'year 
for two years and whether "they 
come to us or not that is our 
money ” he said. 


Ronaldo may be ready to go 
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The world “player of the year” 
Ronaldo said yesterday that 
the "door is open“ for him to 
leave Barcelona at the end of 
the season. 

“I would like to stay here but 
I'm a professional and I must 
choose what is best for me. Cir- 
cumstances could make me 
go," said the B razilian striker, 
whose agents are pushing 
Barcelona for an improved con- 
tract Ronaldo said he felt he 
had a right to negotiate with 
other dubs because Barcelona's 
president Jose Luis Nunez, 


had not kept an agreement to 
improve his contract 
Ronaldo was signed from 
the Dutch side, PSV Eindhoven, 
in the dose season for a then 
wodd-rccord fee of about £1 lm. 
Some outstanding displays since 
then have led Barcelona to 
open negotiations over a lu- 
crative new contract Despite 
initial indications that agreeing 
the new contract would be a 
mere formality, it was never 
signed, and Barcelona now say 
no new deal will be reached be- 
fore the end of the season. 


Ronaldo's compatriot, Gio- 
vanni. has asked the Barcelona , 
board to consider an- offer for 
him from Brazil's Sac Paulo. 
The midfielder has been rele- 
gated to the bench recently 
and said yesterday: “I didn’t 
come to Spain to stroll around, 
but to triumph.” 

Giovanni said he would only 
consider the offer to join Sao 
Paulo on loan If it meant he 
could stay there until the 1998 
World Cup. “If not I will stay in 
Barcelona and wait for aa op- 
portunity to arrive," he added. 




Today, big 
companies build 
big applications 
on Windows NT. 


120 1 T21 


122 23 


ACROSS 

I Winning cricketers if mined 
off could be Uius browned 
oft? (7-ftj 

1ft Upstart expected endless love 
17) 

I I Judge arrives, about to be ef- 
tcctive (7) 

12 Lovers' meeting once in 
^ Coventry street (5) 

13 Independent support for 
bonk l V) 


14 Awfully sad abouL exultant 
cry of farewell i'5l 


cry of farewell (5) 

Us How to arrange advancement 
of the clergy? (9) 

IS Insect bites possibly lead to 
time of crisis? (6J) 

19 Get money off taking a 
pound of soothing ointment 

2ft Tardy type but not dead on 
arrival! 1.4-5) 

23 li’s tossed about Dmemur 
with ansi going? (5) 


24 It's offensive in the main as 
ruminant cats fancy bun (7) 

25 Record a right to gather plant 
for cooking (7) 

26 Urge to get milway features 
which will go in scrapbook 
C53) 

DOWN 

2 Satellite named after ar- 
chaeopteryx? |5.4j 

3 Some fat hefty burglar is re- 
sponsible for this? (5) 

4 kit’.s English bit of merriment 
(5) 

5 Utter profaniries when con- 
fusing sheep & lamb (9) 

6 A mega ice-floc on right is a 
thing found in the ocean (9) 



Rich vultures gather 
over Memorial Ground 



Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 
and DAVID LLEWELLYN 


15 Very blue conservative sadly 
comes up with debts (9) 

16 Goth rug in picture is cmi- 


More cut up about, trustee (5) 

8 One's a siahi better for this 
study? ( 15) 

9 Having no money? Then dear 
stuff s out - very 'sad (6-7) 


neatly practical 1 9) 

17 Improvising, one fishing; 
catches 50 (2-7) 

21 Some quite normal sinner (5) 

22 Show response as short cler- 
__ avoian holds one (5) 

23 They’re prickly about first 
pan of play? (5) 


Bristol's unlikely Courage 
League victory over cup semi- 
finalists Sale on Saturday was 
achieved in the absence of their 
England forwards Simon Shaw 
and Mark Regun. Sadly for the 
struggling West Countrymen, 
they may have to get used to life 
without their quota of star qua l. 
it>" Harlequins, Bath and Wisps, 
richer and more glamourous and 
keen to keep it that way. are 
hovering like vultures over the 
Memorial Ground pickings. 

Harlequins are expected to 
make a formal bid for Shaw be- 
fore the week is out - the Eng- 
land second row was scheduled 
to discuss his future with David 
Tyler, the Bristol chie f executive, 
yesterday -and they may try for 
a quick close on the deal by 
offering Glyn Llewellyn, the 


former Welsh international 
lock, in pan-exchange. Bath 
have also asked Bristol for per- 
mission to speak to Shaw, 
whose contract expires at the 
end of the season. 

Both Bath and Wasps, the 
league leaders, have signalled an 
interest in Regan, who has a 
year of his contract to run. 
Alan Davies, the Bristol coach, 
slapped a £500, (XXI price tag on 
his booker’s head at the week- 
end - two-thirds of Bristol's en- 


tire wage bill - and any offer of 
that magnitude would be next 


that magnitude would be next 
to impossible to resist. 

Sadly for the French club 
Brive, Christophe Lamaison ’s 
inability to resist an off-tb e-ball 
shoulder-charge on Scotland’s 
Craig Chalmers during the Five 
Nations match in Paris 1 1 days 
ago has cost the European 
champions the services of their 
outstanding goalkicker for the 
next month. Lamaison, whose 
marksmanship did so much to 


earn his country an unexpected 
Grand Slam, was yesterday sus- 
pended for 30 days by a Five 
Nations disciplinary paneL . 

Lamaison declined to attend 
the hearing. His case was plead- 
ed by Jeaa-GUnide Skreia, the 
French coach, and . Guy 
Laporte, vice-president of the 
French Rugby Federation, but 
their arguments foiled to sway 
the match commissioner, Peter' 
Bovie, who announced his de- 
cision after conadermg.video as 
well as oral evidence from both 
sides. • 

| Gloucester are in talks with . 
Wasps over a possible move to 
Sudbury for their talented 
young hooker, Phil. Greening. 
The 21-year-old, who has won 
two caps as an England re- 
placement, will delay any deci- 
sion until later in the summer 
after whichever tour -- the Lions 
to South Africa, or England to 
Argentina - he goes on. 

Alan Wilkin^ page 26. 


MbrseNTis the leading integrator of 
Widows NT a 


Morse has Helped many companies to 
moye ther : data and applications to NT. 


We can bufld complete Orade enterprise 
solutions based on Compaq Proliant 
systems. .-And we can integrate these 
Vwth secure, high performance storage 
■ and back-up solutions.. .. 


. WeU gbdty demonstrate this to you in 
our AppficationsCentre, dr arrange for a 
consultant to.yis'it yew. Please can us. 
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